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Introduction
Is there a God that cares about what happens to man? Does He love mankind? Is He powerful 
enough to do anything He chooses? If so why is there so much suffering in this world? Why do 
some people seem blessed and others just struggle along? If He loves man so much why does life 
seem so unfair?

These are questions that pertain to life. There is an answer and it is found in 2 Peter 1:3. According 
as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowl-
edge of him that has called us to glory and virtue. The answer: the knowledge of God. This booklet 
attempts to explore some of these questions.

-Amos K Martin

 The Unbeliever’s Dilemma
“How can there be a God in control - with all the evil and suffering that exists in the world?”

“The problem of evil and suffering can only be resolved by keeping God in the picture.”

Unbelievers, skeptics, professed atheists and agnostics abound in the world today. The public edu-
cation system is geared toward making atheists of its students through the use of evolution and hu-
manistic teachings. Why? I believe we would find that the main reason is that man wants to escape 
the realization of responsibility to God. The fact of our existence and the existence of everything 
else points to the existence of a creator, and the existence of a creator means we are responsible to 
Him. This is what man wants to get away from.

There is one theme that nearly all skeptics use as proof that there is no God. It is a thought that 
we should not just lightly dismiss, because to the skeptic, it is very difficult to apply to a reality in 
which God is in control of the universe. Even many believers have fallen into unbelief before this 
thought, and the devil is ready to use it in times of severe tribulation and trials. It comes in the 
form of a question: “How can there be a God in control with all the evil and suffering that exists in 
the world?”

This is the question that is asked by unbelievers, and the question that even shakes the faith of be-
lievers in a crises. The wicked triumph; the innocent are victimized. We need only to look at a few 
events in history to understand the reason for the question. As examples we might think of Hitler’s 
“final solution” for the Jews, or the inhuman tortures that many have endured at the hands of the 
wicked. If there is a God in control, why does it appear that He is not in control?



But let us look more closely at the question itself. It is the recognition of evil, and the seeming 
contradiction of trying to combine that fact with the idea of a good God in control of everything - 
when everything seems out of control. King David himself struggled with this in many of his psalms.

“With all the evil”, we have the recognition of evil. This, in itself is noteworthy. Even unbelievers 
recognize the existence of evil and its opposite. The idea of the existence of good and evil is of itself 
a moral law. To say some things are good to do, and others are evil or bad, is to draw a line or point 
of reference, or make a law to distinguish between right and wrong.

Now, if there is a moral law, we need to acknowledge that there has to be a moral lawgiver, or the 
law could not have come into existence. There can be no law without a lawgiver.

At this point, we see that if the skeptic’s question can exist, it proves the existence of a law-giving 
God. Merely questioning the question proves the answer.

Some atheists might try to sidetrack the issue, saying that good and evil is determined on the 
basis of feelings. Yet there is no question that good and evil is recognized as much more universal 
than that. Hitler, Nero and many others did many things on the basis of feeling - even when they 
had the civil authority to do them, yet they are considered crimes. Those under Hitler who were 
carrying out his orders, were doing so in obedience to civil authority, yet some of them have been 
arrested and prosecuted for these “crimes against humanity.” This shows that good and evil cannot 
just be determined on the basis of feelings. We would need to ask “Whose feelings?”. This also 
shows that the nations of the world recognize that there is a moral law that is above all civil law. If 
God were not the creator of life, good and evil would have no real meaning.

The skeptic feels he can disprove the existence of God by raising the thought of the existence of 
evil, when actually the existence of evil proves the existence of God. The problem of evil cannot be 
solved by doing away with the existence of God, rather, the problem of evil and suffering can only 
be resolved by keeping God in the picture.

Even if one would deny that there is a moral law in existence, this still implies that we have the 
capacity to decide whether or not a moral law exists. This would not be possible in a purely physical 
universe. Even if a moral frame of reference is denied, the denial itself implies a moral framework, 
and a moral framework implies the necessity of God.

God’s Relationship to the Moral Law
“The Bible is not silent as to how man came to possess the knowledge of good and evil. In fact, it gives a 
detailed account.”

The question of whether there is a God has been dealt with, but there is still the question of how 
God can be in control and allow all the evil and suffering in the world. There are many things in 
the world which we, in obedience to the moral law could not authorize or allow. Is God under the 



moral law or is He above it? Why are we under the moral law? It exists in our hearts and beings. 
We know instinctively what is right and wrong, but how did we receive this knowledge of good 
and evil? Did we choose it, or were we given it? If we can answer these questions, they may give us 
a clue to God’s relationship to the moral law, and whether we even have a right to question God’s 
position in reference to it.

The Bible is not silent as to how man came to possess the knowledge of good and evil. In fact, it 
gives a detailed account. Beginning at Genesis 2:16,17 we read: “And the LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” We find then 
that the serpent tempted Eve, telling her that eating the fruit would open their eyes and make them 
wise as gods, “knowing good and evil.” Eve “took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her and he did eat.”

What effect did that have on them? Genesis 3:7,8 tells us: “And the eyes of them both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they 
heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.” Before they took of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, the Bible tells us, “And they were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and they were not ashamed.” After they took of the fruit they had the knowledge of good and 
evil and “knew that they were naked” and tried to cover themselves. They also hid from God. They 
had received the knowledge of good and evil and lost their innocence. They had received the moral 
law, and they found themselves to be guilty.

The account goes on to tell us: “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of  life, and eat, and live 
for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence 
he was taken.” (Gen. 2:22-23)

All of mankind of responsible age and intellect since then has likewise been given this knowledge 
of good and evil. We do not have it of our own choice, but because we have received it we also have 
received the responsibilities and curses that go with it. This chapter (Gen. 3) gives us the profound 
account of the reception of the moral law in such few words that we can read it over and over and 
still fail to grasp the magnitude of the event that it chronicles.

In considering this account, we see that the moral law was given to man as a result of his disobe-
dience to the command of God. This clearly puts God above, not under the moral law, and makes 
the moral law something pertaining to man alone.



Eternal Hell Fire?
“Are you saying that   , who lived such a good life, will be eternally in hell?”

Multitudes, not only of unbelievers, but also Christians question the morality of the Bible’s teach-
ing of eternal hell fire as the punishment of the wicked. What kind of loving God would punish 
people eternally in hell? A typical question that is intended to make the Christian faith look unjust 
is: “Are you saying that  , who lived such a good life, will be eternally in hell?” If we were to 
try to get to the bottom of the question, we would often find a confusion as to what the individual 
himself believes. How about himself ? Does the questioner believe he is good enough to avoid it? 
If “morally good” people are exempt from hell, what about the bad ones? How many good ones are 
there? Is there anyone who deserves hell?

As humans under the moral law, we could never condemn someone to eternal torment in hell for 
living a wicked life. It would not be moral for humans to do that. Nor, for that matter, could our 
providence allow hundreds of thousands of the saints of God to suffer horrible tortures and mar-
tyrdom because they lived a righteous life. The moral law that we are under would not allow it.

Some religions, in an attempt to make it acceptable to their reasoning and their idea of a loving 
God, have instead of denying that “good” unbelievers will go to hell, simply changed the definition 
of hell. Instead of a place where “The smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever, and they 
have no rest night nor day” (Rev. 14:11), hell is simply being burned up in a fire—annihilation. Nero’s 
punishment will not be half as bad as the pain he inflicted on Christians: the “human candles” with 
which he lighted up his gardens at night. A follower of one of these religions then thought it out 
of character for God to resurrect the wicked just to destroy them in torment, so he began teaching 
that the wicked are not resurrected at all.

Yet, these answers do not satisfy the sincere Christian, simply because they are contrary to the 
express Word of God. So, how are we to solve the paradox of a loving God who does things that 
would be improper for man to do.1

The Difference between God and Man
“God is the source of the moral law. The moral law comes from God, which makes His relationship to it 
different than ours.”

We need to come to the place that we see ourselves as God sees us, and see God for what He is. 
This is more difficult in the US where cultural distinctions have nearly disappeared and we see 
everyone on the same level - we tend to see God on nearly the same level as ourselves. We should 
love God and be familiar with Him, but respect the difference between our basic natures.

1 That this is typical reasoning for humans is evident. The apostle Paul says: “...Is God un-
righteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) God forbid: for then how shall God judge the 
world?” (Rom. 3:5-6)



We need to recognize that we are not God, and God is not human. We need to recognize that 
although we are under the moral law, God is not under the moral law. God is under nothing—He 
is over all. God is the source of the moral law. The moral law comes from God, which makes His 
relationship to it different than ours. We also need to realize another important difference between 
ourselves and God. We are naturally bad—all of us. God says, there is none righteous. On the other 
hand, God is good. We are finite creatures, God is infinite.

Man’s vision is extremely limited. He can see only a very little bit of the physical area around him, 
and he can only understand a fraction of what he sees. He can only fathom his present time. God’s 
vision is unlimited. He can see the whole world, not only physically, but spiritually. He can see and 
understand all of time and all of eternity.

God is good. True righteousness and wisdom and complete knowledge can be found only with 
God. God is only true and pure. There is never an evil motive behind the things He does and al-
lows. God never makes a mistake. He is perfect.

In all these things God differs from us. He is far superior to us. He understands things that we do 
not. There are many things that we will never understand in this life.

Some things we understand with difficulty. A child dies. Although there is grief, we realize that our 
loss is the child’s gain. He has gone to be with the Lord. Paul wrote to the Philippians: “For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21).

Why have some Christians had to suffer terrible tortures at the hands of the wicked who lived an 
easy life? They were burned at the stake; they were crucified; they were roasted slowly over a low fire 
so that the fat melted out of their bodies before they died; they saw their loved ones tortured and 
killed before their eyes, or left as helpless widows and orphans in a cruel world. Hebrews 11 tells of 
many more ways they were tormented. Yet, we do not read that they questioned the goodness or ex-
istence of God. In fact, the focus of Hebrews 11 is on their faith! These things did not lessen their 
faith in God—it proved their faith. To those of us who question, “Why?” verse 35 says, “that they 
might obtain a better resurrection.” Today, many people believe that if we have enough “faith” we 
will not need to face troubles. Is this the same faith that Hebrews 11 portrays?

In reading accounts of martyrdom, we are struck with the difference between these Christians and 
Christians of today. We are not living in a time of severe persecution or turmoil. We have forgotten 
where our faith belongs. We have forgotten that we are disposable, and what really matters is the 
furtherance of God’s kingdom. Our vision has shifted until we see mostly ourselves.

Today, when calamity strikes, we question, “Why me?” “Why him?” We have an account in Acts 
5:41 of Christians who were severely beaten: “And they departed from the presence of the council, re-
joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.”



 Can we see above our own material and physical benefit or loss in circumstances? Pain, suffering, 
bereavement, false accusation, etc. can all be part of God’s perfect plan. Are we willing to fill the 
part He has planned for us? These things can all be part of His shaping and molding us to His will. 
Romans 5:3 says: “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience;” Our part is to willingly, if not joyfully, accept it as His plan, whether it is for our own 
good, or for the salvation of others. In faith we need to recognize that God is good and He never 
makes mistakes.

In 2 Corinthians Paul says: “For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;” (2 Cor. 4:15-17)

The Patience of Job
“God, with His questions showed Job that there were thousands of things that he didn’t know, but just had 
to take for granted.”

The book of Job possibly answers more of our deep questions than anything else. Job was wealthy—
the richest man in the east. He also had a family, faith in God, and a fulfilling life of service to his 
fellowman. Suddenly he lost everything—his wealth, his family, and even his health. He said, “The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” He was in such pain, 
his wife even suggested that he “curse God and die.” Job said, “What? Shall we receive good at the 
hand of God and shall we not receive evil?” If we stop and consider his situation and the position 
from which he had come, it gives us more appreciation for the term, “The patience of Job.”

Job’s three friends came to comfort him in his distress. But his misery was so great they were 
speechless for seven days and nights. Although that doesn’t sound very comforting, it was certainly 
better than when they spoke. When his friends did speak they blamed his misery on sin in his life. 
They said God doesn’t afflict one who is living right—he must have some hidden sin in his life. 
When Job justified himself, they called him a liar. In Job’s answers he wondered about the reason 
for suffering more than how to endure it. He did not doubt God’s existence or His character, but 
he wondered about His purpose.

Job’s friends were quite rude in their miserable comforting. They thought themselves men of wis-
dom, and obviously couldn’t understand why Job did not repent of whatever sins he was hiding so 
that God would heal him. Job, for his part asked, “How should a man be just with God?” (9:2b)

Finally God spoke, and for an answer to Job’s questions, began to question Job. He asked him 
many things of the wonders of creation. Job was wondering what was going on - what were God’s 
purposes, and God, with His questions showed Job that there were thousands of things that he 
didn’t know, but just had to take for granted. Job was not God, and would never understand the 



things of God—He just needed to accept them without trying to figure them out. God reproved 
Job for questioning these things that are so far above his earth-bound vision.

In the last century God has allowed a rapid increase in knowledge about the universe and science 
in general, from the tiniest subatomic particle to galaxies many light years away. The more we learn, 
the more we realize that we don’t know, and we want to know more. I believe this is one reason 
why in this day and age, we have so much more trouble accepting in faith, things beyond ourselves. 
We think we must ask “Why.” Why does God allow this? What is His purpose? God wants us to 
realize that there are some things that we will simply have to be satisfied with. Scientific studies are 
not wrong, but with all of our knowledge we need to be careful to remember our own limitations 
and God’s infiniteness. We need to keep our faith in God. We need to recognize that we need to 
accept that which we do not understand. With these questions, God was reminding Job that there 
are many things he needs to accept without understanding. The God who designed the universe 
with such perfection, knew perfectly well what He was doing with Job’s life, as well as our own, 
even though as humans we cannot understand it ourselves.

Suffering seems to develop spiritual insight. In his suffering Job stated: “For I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:” ( Job 19:25,26) Job could look beyond and recognize that 
even though he could not understand, he could have absolute faith in God’s providence. Faith like 
that God could bless with insight unto the coming of his Redeemer.

Job needed to personally deal with his suffering, but he also had to realize that he did not need to 
understand the reason for that suffering—it was beyond his comprehension. He needed to realize 
that it did not have to be because of sin—it was all in the plan of God. In suffering, we need to 
have confidence in the character of God and in the wisdom of God’s choices, regardless of our 
circumstances.

God was angry with Job’s friends, because they had not spoken what was right. They thought they 
knew the reason for trouble and suffering, but they didn’t. They needed to come to Job and have 
him be a mediator for them before God, to receive God’s forgiveness. Job had earlier begged for a 
mediator on his behalf before God, now he was asked to be a mediator for his friends.

This gives us a little preliminary glimpse into the plan of salvation. Job, who had suffered and was 
rejected by all—even his friends, was to mediate between those friends and God and plead on their 
behalf. Jesus Himself who was rejected by the world and betrayed by His own, now stands as the 
intercessor to God on the behalf of the world which rejected Him.

 In the same way, those who endure much suffering today are better able to help those struggling 
with questions of their own suffering. People are strengthened in their own faith through witness-
ing a Christian who patiently endures severe trials or sufferings.



It is times of trial, pain, disappointment, etc. rather than times of happiness and prosperity that 
make our life richer and more meaningful, and make us better people. A life without any pain or 
hardship would seem meaningless.

The grace of God is demonstrated in times of death, not only by His healing and sustaining pres-
ence within the bereaved, but also by the hope of an awaiting reunion.

We have seen faintly the reasons for suffering, sorrow, death, and the seeming triumph of evil over 
good. We have noticed how God uses these things. A look at history shows us the truth of the 
words of Tertullian, spoken only a few centuries after the Christian church came into being: “The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” It is all part of God’s bigger plan.

Examining the Final Question
“Man today is making the same mistake that Job’s three friends made”

For what purpose does God punish the wicked? The concept of eternal hell fire is among the clear-
est and most often taught doctrines in God’s Word. That it is terrible beyond comprehension and 
as permanent as heaven cannot be reasonably argued. Some have argued that it is out of character 
for a loving God to punish anyone forever—as the punishment is obviously not to reform him, 
so, they reason, it must just mean a burning to death. This argument leads nowhere, because if this 
reasoning were valid, it would be wrong for God even to burn him to death—it is tormenting 
someone for no reason at all.

When we consider the doctrines men have come up with in an attempt to make the fate of the 
wicked fit in with their idea of what would be right for God to do, we see that man today is mak-
ing the same mistake that Job’s three friends made. They were sure that Job must have hidden sin 
in his life, because “…Who ever perished, being innocent?” ( Job 4:7b). They were looking at things 
from man’s perspective, and according to their reasoning, God would not allow severe tribulation 
to come to one who was living right. It would not be morally right to make the righteous suffer. 
Suffering, they felt, should be for a person’s punishment and correction. Anything else would not 
be in keeping with their idea of a righteous God.

Those who reject the Bible’s teaching on eternal hell fire for the wicked also base their reasoning 
on the same error. It would not be right for man to torment another if no good could come out of 
it anyway, so how could it be right for God? But God tells why he punishes the wicked in eternal 
hell fire. He says it is to vent his “wrath” or “fury” upon them—it is not to reform them.

Let us remember, that God is not under the moral law that He has given man. That law comes 
from Him and it exists because of Him. It doesn’t effect Him—He effects it. At the center of that 
moral law we find that our reason for being and the responsibility of our lives is focused on glori-
fying God from whom we have our being, and to whom the moral law belongs.



This fact too, gives God’s relationship to the moral law a different twist. It is completely different 
than our relationship to it. God is the only existence from eternity. God is all powerful, all knowing, 
infinite. Everything comes from God. Trying to imagine the position of God is beyond the limits 
of our comprehension. All things were made for His pleasure. He created the universe and popu-
lated the earth with intelligent human beings in His likeness. He gave them a moral law to live by, 
which was to glorify Him. He is a jealous God and demands this loyalty and glory. He has set a 
reward (far greater than any could earn) for those who surrender to Him, accept His teachings and 
do His will and a punishment beyond anything imaginable for those who reject Him. God has giv-
en man this choice and freedom of will. We know the results and are free to choose heaven or hell.

Man was weak and helpless and unable to live above sin, so God sent His Son into the world and 
had Him sacrificed for their sins, so that they only needed to accept Him and their sins could be 
forgiven through His sacrifice. Yet many, by refusing to surrender the control of their lives to Him, 
rejected His Son as their sacrifice. Unnumbered thousands have given lip service to accepting Him, 
but have developed their own faith built up from His Word—rather than accepting the doctrines 
directly taught in His Word. The Word of God is only partially accepted because many things it 
contains are not in agreement with what men feel God should do. Some have said that it is out 
of character for God to punish those who reject Him, because it would not be living by the same 
moral law that we are to live by.

God said, “vengeance is mine, I will repay.” and He means it. Vengeance is not ours, but vengeance 
is God’s. We are only the sheep of His pasture, here to bring Him glory. His reason for punishing 
the wicked in eternal fire is not to reform them. He tells us it is to pour out His wrath upon them. 
“The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of His indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone…And the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth up forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,…Here is the patience of the saints: 
here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” (Rev. 14:10-12). Wrath in man 
is one of the works of the flesh.

There are things that belong to man, and there are things that belong to God alone.

Until we can let God be God and put our faith in Him, rather than trying to put Him into our hu-
man box, we will continue to be troubled by the things that come to us. Until we stop playing God 
ourselves, we will never experience fully the leading of His Holy Spirit, or have the insight into 
His Word. On the other hand, if we can but put our faith unquestioningly in Him, that whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s, He is in control, and what He does is well done, we will find that 
things no more trouble us, and His Holy Spirit can lead us while we follow with greater confidence.

–Glenn M. Wenger

 

Weaverland Publications, 298 Wheat Ridge Drive, Ephrata, Pennsylvania 17522  Phone: (717) 351-0218


