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The love of God is often mis-
understood—even among 

those of us who claim to know 
His love.

Some people may think of 
God as a lovey-dovey father who 
spoils his children with lavish 
gifts and unconditional support. 
Such a God never punishes or 
criticizes us, but just wants to 
help us live a happy life and feel 
good about ourselves.

On the other hand, some of 
us may picture God as an angry 
judge, disgusted with sinful 
humanity. Like the easy-going 
father, the angry, judgmental fa-
ther does not care 
much about heal-
ing his children’s 
sin; he just doesn’t 
want to have to 
see  i t  himself . 
This view focuses 
on God’s disgust 
for humans and 
teaches that Jesus deflected 
God’s anger away from us to 

Himself so God would overlook 
our sin and let us join the family. 

A preacher of the second view 
once put it this way: “The God 
that holds you over the pit of 
hell, much in the same way one 
holds a spider… over the fire, ab-
hors you... He looks upon you as 
worthy of nothing else but to be 
cast into the fire: He is of purer 
eyes than to bear to have you in 
His sight.”1

******

Without realizing it, most of 
us grow up with an imperfect 
understanding of God, gleaned 

from our parents, 
Bible teachers, 
and friends. Ac-
cording to 1 John 
4:8, God is love. 
Even in His wrath 
and judgment, 
God is constantly 
love. Everything 

He thinks, says, and does is the 
perfect definition of true love.

Lavern Gingerich

From the desk of the editor...

God Is Love
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The angry, judgmental 
father does not care 
much about healing 
his children’s sin; he 
just doesn’t want to 

have to see it himself.



God’s love is revealed in Scrip-
ture—from the Genesis creation 
story to God’s ultimate conquest 
in Revelation. While we can’t 
expect to fully understand love 
in this life, we can deepen our 
understanding by studying the 
Scriptures, especially in light of 
Jesus’ life.

Proofs of His Delight
You may have heard that 

God delights only in those who 
delight in Him. While it is true 
that God takes special pleasure 
in those who love Him, He also 
bears a deep, fatherly affection 
for all humans. Consider these 
clear expressions of God’s love 
to us:

God made us. The universe 
He made is spectacular, from the 
tiniest details to the vastness of 
the ocean and outer space. God 
placed two innocent people amid 
this beauty, happily immersed in 
each other’s presence and sur-
rounded by roaring waterfalls, 
blazing sunsets, and gorgeous 
flowers and wildlife. Beyond the 
astonishing amount of resources 
He invested up front, He com-
mitted to care for us for eternity. 
When God reviewed His work, 
He was pleased with His invest-
ment (Genesis 1:31).

God lets us choose. He has 
established rules for us to live 

by and enforces consequences 
for breaking them. Of course, 
when He gave us rules, God also 
gave us the power to choose be-
tween right and wrong—a free 
will. Even before He made us, 
God knew we would disappoint 
Him, yet He chose to create us 
with a free will, and His heart 
overflowed with pleasure at the 
thought of knowing us.

God wants the best for us, but 
He never forces us to obey His 
rules. Rather, He appeals to us by 
showing us the price of sin and 
the reward of obedience. God’s 
love cares enough to set expecta-
tions for us, to judge us, and to 
enforce boundaries to steer us 
away from choices that would 
harm us (Hebrews 12:5–11).

By relinquishing control over 
our will, God has made Himself 
vulnerable to us. His heart is 
filled with pleasure, apprecia-
tion, and delight toward us, and 
it pleases Him when we respond 
to His love.

God wants us back. Speaking 
of His wayward people, God 
once said, “I will drive them 
from My house; I will love them 
no more” (Hosea 9:15). Yet His 
mercy and compassion are wo-
ven into the same conversation, 
as in 11:8, “How can I give you 
up… My heart churns within 
Me.” God fondly recalls past 
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good times and describes the 
wonderful life His people will 
have after they return to Him. 
He promises to love them freely 
and make them 
fragrant as the 
wine of Lebanon 
and beautiful as 
olive trees. How 
can God say, “I 
will  tear open 
your  r ib  cage 
and devour you 
like a lion” next 
to these endear-
ing things? His 
judgments were 
always designed to bring them 
back to Him: “O Israel, you are 
destroyed, but your help is from 
Me. I will be your King; where 
is any other, that he may save 
you in all your cities?” (13:9–10).

Rebellion against God is a se-
rious offense, and the penalty for 
sin is death, but God promised 
to do the most amazing thing 
we could ever imagine—forgive 
our debt! Not to charge it to 
someone else; not to harbor 
resentment because of our fool-
ishness; but to completely erase 
the debt (see Matthew 18).

Let’s imagine that one of my 
best friends, after being sprayed 
by a skunk, decides he likes 
the awful smell so well that he 
traps the skunk for on-demand 

spraying. I love my friend; but 
now it’s impossible for us to be 
close, because he stinks so badly. 
If my friend decides to change 

his  mind about 
the skunk and get 
cleaned up, I can 
enjoy fellowship 
with him again. 
Until then, I miss 
my friend and try 
hard to make him 
change his mind. 
Nothing seems to 
be getting through 
to him, but I ’m 
hoping he’ll come 

around soon.
Sin is much like the smell of 

that skunk. As a sinner, I’m of-
fensive to God because of my sin, 
but beneath that awful “smell” is 
the image of God which attracts 
His compassion and love. Sin 
separates us from God, but sin 
cannot take away God’s fatherly 
affection for us, because love is 
stronger than sin.

Ezekiel 18 explains how God 
defines personal accountability 
and the penalty of sin. If a person 
does what is right, he or she will 
live; if that person breaks God’s 
laws, he or she will die (verses 
1–20). Then God takes it a step 
further—if a wicked man turns 
from his sins and does what is 
right, his sin will be forgotten 
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and he shall surely live; and if 
a righteous man turns from 
his righteousness and begins 
to live like the wicked man, 
his righteousness 
will be forgotten 
and he will die 
(verses 21–28) . 
The children of Is-
rael criticized God 
for being unfair, 
but He rebuked 
them, “29Is it not 
your ways that are 
not just?... 31Cast 
away from you all 
the transgressions 
that you have committed, and 
make yourselves a new heart and 
a new spirit!” (29–31ESV).

Sin brings death, but God 
is doing everything He can 
to help us turn from sin and 
its devastating consequences, 
even promising to drop the 
death penalty when we turn 
from sin. God doesn’t adjust 
His mindset so He can tolerate 
the stench of the skunk; rather 
He helps us to actually get rid 
of the stench.

God always keeps His word. 
God has made countless prom-
ises to us throughout the ages. 
Even though we have let Him 
down, God has always been 
true to His word. God’s faith-
fulness is a mark of how much 

He values us and a sign that He 
hasn’t lost sight of His reflec-
tion in us.

God became one of us. Je-
sus in the flesh is 
perhaps the clear-
est revelation of 
God’s love that we 
have. “In this the 
love of God was 
manifested to-
ward us, that God 
has sent His only 
begotten Son into 
the world, that we 
might live through 
Him” (1 John 4:9). 

While we were still sinners, He 
laid down His own interests, 
reputation, and even life to give 
us abundant life (see Romans 
5:8, Philippians 2:3–7, John 
10:10). Jesus died and rose again 
to destroy the power of sin and 
to redeem us back to God.

******

In summary, is God the in-
dulgent father or the angry 
judge? He is neither one. God 
loves us too much to give us 
what will harm us or to throw 
us away as a worthless piece 
of trash. Whether He’s lavish-
ing gifts on us or punishing us 
for going our own way, we can 
know it’s always because He 
loves us. 
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Memorize Micah 6:7&8 as you complete this puzzle
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Word Search Puzzle
Micah 6:7–8 (NKJV)

Find each word from this Bible passage in the puzzle. For an extra challenge, 
memorize the passage when you’re done. Enjoy!

“Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil?  
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  

He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you  
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”
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We live in a world where dis-
respect is commonplace. 

People assert their toughness and 
power over others with insults, 
offensive gestures, and subtle 
slights. From politicians trying to 
dominate each other to children 
competing for the best toy, many 
of us are trained to think that 
those who offend, hurt, or an-
noy us are worthy of disrespect. 
So, we learn a thousand ways of 
disrespecting each other, and we 
justify ourselves as we do it. 

What does God think of our 
disrespect for each other? Does 
God want us to respect and hon-
or only people who treat us well, 
or those who are intelligent, 
cool, wealthy, or powerful? If 
people are evil, or poor, or dirty, 
or obnoxious, do they deserve 
our insults and scorn?

Genesis says God created the 
first man and woman “in the 
image of God.” 

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.’” 

“So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he 
created them” (Genesis 1:26–27). 

Stop and let those words sink 
in. The image of God? That’s 
an amazing honor, isn’t it? To 
be made in the image of God 
means that anyone, even if he 
knows nothing about God, can 
learn something about Him just 
by observing humanity. Further-
more, God made us to “have 
dominion”—to rule—over the 
earth. We humans were created 
to be kings and queens, enforc-
ing God’s peace and order on the 
rest of the creation.

How is this possible? How do 
humans display the “image of 
God”? How did God equip us to 
rule the earth?

Several things about us hu-
mans set us apart from all other 
creatures on earth. Unlike ani-
mals, we can communicate 
with God. Unlike animals, we 

Honoring His Image
Why Everyone Deserves Love
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can make moral judgments, 
choosing to avoid actions we 
know are wrong and to do other 
actions we know are right. Un-
like animals, who simply act 
according to their instincts (and 
sometimes their training), we 
are free to choose our destiny. 
We can step back from ourselves 
and look at our own lives, as if in 
a mirror.  If we do not like what 
we see there, we have the power 
to make new choices that shape 
us into someone different from 
who we are now.

These amazing powers of 
communication and choice allow 
us to experience deep, meaning-
ful relationships—to enjoy the 
delightful spiritual connection 
of fellowship with each other and 
with God Himself. God has de-
signed us for fellowship. His plan 
for each of our lives is to draw us 
into unity and peace with Him 
and with each other. 

God’s enemy, the devil, works 
in the other direction. His goal 
is to steal, kill, and destroy ev-
erything in us that reflects God’s 

character. He works night and 
day to make us forget God, to 
pour cold water on the flame of 
truth within us until our souls 
grow cold and hollow. Instead of 
making wise, thoughtful choices 
about our future, he urges us 
to follow our instincts in the 
moment, like animals. Instead 
of seeking fellowship with God 
through Jesus, the devil wants 
to isolate us from God and from 
each other. Instead of honoring 
others, he wants us to tear them 
down with disrespect, insults, 
and curses.

One of the greatest harms 
of sin is how it cuts us off from 
fellowship with other people. 
When we live selfishly, focusing 
on preserving our own rights 
and reputation, we cannot build 
the deep, loving relationships 
with others that make life ful-
filling. God’s love calls us to lay 
down our selfish battles and look 
at each other with new eyes. 

Think of someone who has 
hurt or betrayed you. What do 
you feel as you think of this 

We humans were 
created to be kings and 
queens, enforcing God’s 
peace and order on the 

rest of the creation.”
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person? Now, pause and remind 
yourself: “This person is made in 
the image of God.”

When we begin to see the 
image of God in each other, we 
treat each other differently. We 
see good in each other that we 
have overlooked before. As we 
notice and honor the image of 
God in others, that image grows 
stronger, like hot coals fanned by 
the breeze, and they grow more 
deserving of our honor.

Every person on earth, no 
matter how fallen, is a special 
creation of God. The psalmist 
David wrote,

“You formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:13–14).

These beautiful words are 
true of everyone, from the 
bully who harassed you in high 
school to the security officer 
who seems bent on making 
your life miserable, to the killer 
in the next cell whom nobody 
dares to anger. Each of these 
were once newborn babies, lov-
ingly formed by the very fingers 
of God. Each was once innocent 
and beautiful. You, too, were 
once an innocent baby. No mat-
ter how hard someone is to love 

today, remember that once, we 
were all equally innocent.

With this in mind, consider 
someone who makes your life 
difficult: What happened to this 
person to change them from an 
innocent child into the person 
they are now? What happened 
to cloud the image of God in 
them? What would happen if 
you would honor the image of 
God in this person, even though 
it’s hard to see?

Could you reach out to the im-
age of God in your enemy, even 
if that image is buried beneath 
layers of toughness, meanness, 
and hate? See if you can find 
something God-like in this per-
son you hate. Ask yourself, “Is 
there something this person 
truly loves? Has this person ever 
shown kindness toward others or 
courage for a good cause?” Look 
for any sign that God might be at 
work in your enemy. Then prac-
tice focusing on those good signs. 
Consider giving that person a 
few words of meaningful praise 
for the good you see, instead of 
merely attacking the evil.

Could you reach out to the 
image of God in your enemy, 
even if that image is buried 

beneath layers of toughness, 
meanness, and hate?
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This way of thinking about 
others is foreign to most of us, 
because the devil has worked 
hard to make us forget that God 
created us to be kings. But it’s 
true: every last one of us has a 
Father who treasures us. Even 
if your human parents failed or 
abandoned you, your Creator 
poured out His heart into shap-
ing you. His dream is for you to 
enjoy His love, and to love and 
be loved by others. This is His 
dream for your enemy as well.

When you treat others with 
grace, respect, and love, you not 
only honor the image of God in 
them; you honor the image of 
God in yourself. You are both 
children of a King. When you act 
and speak out of that awareness, 
others will begin to recognize 
it too. 

The child of a king is confi-
dent, knowing he or she belongs. 
The child of a king is fearless, 
knowing that whatever happens 
is under the Father’s control. 
The child of a king is courteous 
and kind, understanding that 
even the most lost and damaged 
human is family, because we all 
share a Father who loves us.

The apostle Paul writes that 
Christ died for us when we were 
still sinners (Romans 5:8). How 
could He love us when we were 
rebels against Him? Because 

we are His. He made us, He 
understands us, He sorrows for 
us even in our sin, and He longs 
to save us. God’s heart of pure 
love reaches out to His creation 
forever. 

God has called us to love oth-
ers the way He loves us; without 
conditions. As children of God, 
we cannot wait to love others 
until they become acceptable 
to us. Honoring God’s image 
in others means loving and re-
specting them even when they 
repay us with insults and scorn. 

The Bible says we will reap 
what we sow (Galatians 6:7). 
Plant seeds of love in the lives of 
others, and you will reap a har-
vest. Like any farmer, you will not 
see results right away. Don’t be 
discouraged. Keep loving anyway, 
and eventually you will begin to 
see healing and grace in your life 
and the lives of others. Patient, 
long-suffering love may change 
even the most hardened haters.

The apostle John wrote that 
we show our love for God by 
the love we show others (1 John 
4:12). This is because in some 
mysterious way, Jesus Himself 
looks out from the lonely eyes 
of even our most hated enemy. 
Do you have the courage to love 
Him, even in that disguise?

Your answer could reshape 
the rest of your life. 
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Created on TheTeachersCorner.net Crossword Maker. Clues taken from the NKJV.

Proverbs 24 Crossword Puzzle
Clues taken from Proverbs 24:1–9.

Across
2. In a multitude of counselors there is ___.
5.  He who plots to do evil will be called 

a ___.
8. By ___ a house is established.
9. The devising of ___ is sin, 
12. An evil man’s heart devises ___.
14. A ___ man is strong.
15. A fool does not open his ___ in the gate.

Down
1. Through ___ a house is built.
3. Do not be ___ of evil men.
4. Evil men’s lips talk of ___.
5. The ___ is an abomination to men.
6. Precious and pleasant ___.
7. By ___ the rooms are filled.
10. A man of knowledge increases ___.
11. Wisdom is too lofty for a ___.
13. By wise ___ you will wage your own war.
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Believers in Jesus can easily 
make the mistake of think-

ing the church exists for their 
own benefit, asking themselves, 
“What can the church do for 
me?” While it is true that we 
benefit from being part of the 
body of Christ, our personal 
benefit is not the main purpose 
of the church.

Another mistake is the idea 
that we exist for the benefit 
of the church. “Look at all the 
things I can do for the church!” 
Although it is true that each 
believer contributes to the gath-
ering of Christians, our own gifts 
and abilities are not the point of 
the church either.

Whether we think the church 
exists to meet our needs or to 
serve our ego, we’re getting it 
wrong. The church is not about 
us; the church is about Jesus, and 
each of the members belongs to 
Him for His glory.

Yes, it is wonderful to want 
to serve in the church. In 1 
Corinthians 12:31, Paul says, 
“Earnestly desire the best gifts.” 

This refers to abilities the spirit 
of God gives people in order 
to bless the church. Yet Paul 
followed these words with this 
statement: “And yet I show you 
a more excellent way.”

What is “more excellent” than 
wanting to be a good teacher or 
leader in the church? It is the 
way of love.

1 Corinthians 13 is commonly 
known as the “Love Chapter.” 
Paul wrote this passage in the 
middle of a discussion about 
gifts in the church. He was 
keenly aware that a person could 
be spiritually gifted but fail the 
fundamental test of love.

John wrote these profound 
words: “God is love” (1 John 
4:8). The infinite God can be 
described by this simple word. 
Everything God does comes 
from His love.

What Paul is saying in 1 Cor-
inthians 13 is that everything we 
do must also come from love. 
For example, Paul says a man 
could donate all his possessions 
to feed the poor, but that it 

Mike Fisher

A MORE EXCELLENT WAY1 C orinthians 13
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would do the giver no good if he 
did not act from love.

Paul’s words acknowledge 
that there are other motivations 
to give besides love. Someone 
might give to the poor to gain a 
generous reputation, to manipu-
late public opinion, or to boost 
his own ego.

A dramatic example of this 
is the story of Ananias and Sap-
phira in Acts 6. Like many other 
Christians in the young church, 
Ananias and Sapphira sold their 
possessions and donated the 
proceeds to the apostles for 
poorer Christians. However, 
Ananias and Sapphira lied to 
Peter about the purchase price, 
trying to get a reputation as 
generous givers while keeping 
some money for themselves. In 
a stunning example of divine 
judgment, they were both 
struck dead.

If a believer acts 
for selfish reasons, 
his righteous act 
or God-given 
ability is value-
less. All Christian 
service must be 
p e r m e a t e d  b y 
love. God did not 
give us our tal-
ents and skills in 
order to puff us 
up, but to benefit 

His body, the church. God is 
displeased when we take the 
glory to ourselves for the gifts 
he has given us.

Righteous acts that are not 
done out of love are like coun-
terfeit money. They might 
appear real at first, but on care-
ful examination, they turn out 
to be worthless. A person who 
simply offers a prayer or a cup 
of cold water in genuine love is 
far ahead of many eloquent but 
loveless preachers. 

In this discussion of love, Paul 
lists many wonderful acts of 
service in the Christian church: 
speaking in foreign languages, 
prophecy, understanding of 
mysteries, knowledge, faith, giv-
ing, even martyrdom. It is hard 
to imagine someone dying for 
his faith in Christ out of some 

motivation besides love, 
but Paul implies that 

it is possible.
Many people 

f l a u n t  t h e i r 
acts of service 
a n d  g l o a t  i n 
their spiritual 

abilities. Great 
Christian sing-
ers and preachers 
can move crowds, 
but do they have 
genuine love? It 
is easy for public 

If a believer acts for 
selfish reasons, his 

righteous act or God-
given ability is valueless.



acts of Christian 
s e r v i c e  t o  b e 
about selfish gain 
more than true 
God-like love.

“ T h o u g h  I 
speak with the 
tongues of men 
and of angels, but 
have not love,” 
Paul says, “I have 
become sound-
ing brass or a 
clanging cym-
bal.” When you 
go to church, sing, 
teach, or pray, what 
is your motive? If there is 
any selfish reason for what you 
do for God, it’s all just empty 
noise. It is when your heart is 
full of genuine love for God and 
others that your acts of service 
will please God and bless your 
fellow believers.

If it is possible to do all kinds 
of impressive acts without love, 
how can we recognize the real 
thing?

4“Love suffers long and is kind; 
love does not envy; love does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil; 6does not rejoice in iniquity, 
but rejoices in the truth; 7bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all 
things.”

Unlike those 
who seek their 
own interests 
first, those who 
love are not in 
a hurry. Those 
who love are pa-
tient, putting 
others before 
themselves. If 
years go by and 

no one notices 
your service for 

others, if you are 
motivated by love, you 

can rest assured God sees your 
work and will reward you in His 
own time.

Love does not envy the abili-
ties or position of others, and 
does not parade itself as some-
thing special. Many prominent 
and gifted people are lifted up 
in pride and brought down by 
scandal. How much better it 
is to be content to serve God 
quietly than to seek fame and 
recognition!

Rude behavior is common in 
Western society. Love, in con-
trast, treats others with courtesy 
and respect, and does not take 
offense when treated unkindly. 
Love “bears all things.” Someone 
who can deflect rudeness and 

Someone who can 
deflect rudeness and 

hatred with a kind 
response is far better 

equipped than an 
eloquent speaker who 

cannot control his  
or her anger.
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hatred with a kind response 
is far better equipped than an 
eloquent speaker who cannot 
control his or her anger.

Love sees the good in others 
rather than focusing on their 
faults. A person who loves others 
inspires them to become better 
people.

Sin is everywhere. A loving 
person does not fan the flame of 
sin by laughing or joking about 
evil, let alone participating in it. 
Instead, love rejoices in truth. 
Be a lover of what is true and 
right, because you will become 
what you love. If you harbor a 
secret passion for evil, eventu-
ally that evil will change you. 
On the other hand, the love of 
truth transforms a person into 
a beautiful picture of God.

All our talents and gifts will 
fade away as we grow older. If 
we have lived for our own selfish 
benefit, it will be hard to adjust 
to this loss. However, we can 
love until the day we die, and 
beyond in eternity.

Faith and hope are precious 
and give us strength in our Chris-
tian journey. But a time will 
come when they are no longer 
necessary, because we will be in 
the presence of Christ, the object 
of our faith and hope. However, 
love will endure through eternity. 
We will then know what it means 
to love perfectly.

Love is the more excellent way.

“13And now abide faith, hope, love, 
these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” 

Somewhere in Proverbs 24
Unscramble the hidden verse (NKJV).

yb wkoegenld eth mosro rea edllif ithw all uoicesrp  
dna lnaatsep sriech.

        

        

Reference:     
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Let’s Study...

by Mike Fisher

1 Corinthians

• 1 Corinthians is the 46th book of the Bible and the 7th book of the 
New Testament.

• Author and Audience. The “epistle” (letter) of 1 Corinthians was writ-
ten by Paul the apostle to the Christians living in the city of Corinth.

• Time of Writing. Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians around 
the year 55 AD. (Two of his letters to the Corinthians are included 
in the Bible.)

• Historical Context. Corinth was a beautiful and important Greek 
city, which in the time of Paul was the capital of a Roman province. 
Its population was likely around 500,000, and due to its proximity 
to land and sea trade routes, the city was exceptionally prosperous 
and diverse.

Corinth was deeply religious, home to a number of temples devoted 
to the gods of Rome, Greece, and even Egypt. The Corinthians were 
known for sexual promiscuity, and their pagan worship practices 
reflected their immorality.

The church in Corinth was founded through Paul’s missionary work. 
Silas, Timothy, Priscilla, Aquila, and Apollos helped to establish a 
community of both Jewish and Gentile believers.

• Summary. Paul’s primary purpose in writing this letter was to address 
two significant problems in the church. The church was experiencing 
conflict and division. Additionally, there was a particular person in 
the church who was living immorally without being reprimanded.

Paul addressed reports of strife and division among the Corinthians 
and called them to work together, building on the foundation of 
Jesus Christ. He exposed the immorality in the church and called 
for swift disciplinary action. 

This letter contains instruction on God’s will for marriage and sexu-
ality. It deals with the topic of unity and order in Christian worship 
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and describes the wonderful diversity of gifts in the body of Christ. 
Paul also speaks beautifully of the resurrection, the triumphant new 
life that Christians anticipate after the death of our earthly body.

• Themes
 » Christian unity
 » Morality
 » Marriage
 » Spiritual gifts
 » Resurrection

• Book Outline
I. Introduction (1:1–9)

II. Divisions over Christian leaders (1:10–4:21) 
III. Report of sexual immorality and legal fights (5:1–6:20) 
IV. Marriage, divorce, and food offered to idols (7:1–11:1) 
V. Divisions over worship practices (11:2–14:40) 

VI. The resurrection of the body (15:1–58) 
VII. The collection for the saints and conclusion (16:1–24)

• Key Verses

“Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment” (1:10).

“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not 
know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe” (1:21).

• Study Exercises
 » It is a good practice to occasionally read a book of the Bible 

through at one sitting. 1 Corinthians was written as a letter—
that’s right, we are reading someone else’s mail!

 » On a sheet of paper, list each of the problems the Corinthians 
had. Then, next to each one, note the solution Paul gave.

 » “Power struggles” are a problem wherever people are. The desire 
for control is strong in all of us. Pay special attention to how Paul 
dealt with this issue.

God bless your reading and study of this profound book.
Some material from ExecutableOutlines.com, by Mark A. Copeland. Used by permission.

Loaves & Fishes • Issue 33  |  17



Is There Life on Other Planets?

In 1972, NASA, the US space 
agency, was accomplishing 

great things. Fresh off the suc-
cessful Apollo moon missions, 
NASA launched the Pioneer 10 
spacecraft for interplanetary 
exploration. This probe would 
become the first man-made 
object to leave our solar system. 
Accelerated to 32,400 MPH by 
its launch rocket, Pioneer 10 
escaped the earth’s gravitational 
pull, crossed the asteroid belt 
safely, and sailed toward Jupi-
ter. The craft’s speed reached 
82,000 MPH as it came within 
range of Jupiter’s strong gravity. 
It whirled around Jupiter sling-
shot fashion, capturing close-up 
photos and collecting data on 
Jupiter’s radiation belts and 
magnetic field. Then, leaving 
the gas giant behind, it trav-
eled through the solar system 

for several decades and on into 
interstellar space.

Attached to the space probe 
is a plaque to tell any discover-
ers about the human race. The 
plaque has drawings to show 
the location of the solar system, 
the path traveled by the craft, 
and the appearance of humans. 
The purpose of the plaque is to 
announce the presence of the 
human race to any civilization 

Andrew has had an avid interest 
in science since he started 
studying it in his early years of 
school. Because of his interest 
in science and his belief in a 
literal six-day creation, he enjoys 
telling others about creation 
science. He lives in Central 
Pennsylvania with his wife and 
children.
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advanced enough for interstel-
lar travel.

Meanwhile, in northern Cali-
fornia, encircled by a shield of 
mountains, is the Allen Tele-
scope Array (ATA), a set of 42 
antenna dishes. The remotely-
operated, automated array can 
be trained in a single direction 
or turned in 42 different direc-
tions at once. Built by the SETI 
Institute, one of the purposes 
of the array is to listen to deep 
space for signs of intelligent life. 
The array of smaller dishes is 
more efficient than a large dish 
and can be expanded by adding 
more dishes.

For centuries science fiction 
writers and others have been 
imagining the existence of in-
telligent life on other planets. 
People like to speculate on what 
it would be like to find a non-
human race. How would we 
interact with them? What would 
we look like to such beings?

Some scientists believe that if 
life on this planet evolved from 
chance arrangements of non-
living molecules, it should be 
appearing spontaneously all over 
the universe. Science textbooks 
still cite the Miller experiments 
from the 1960’s as proof that 
the spontaneous generation of 
life is possible. However, in the 
half-century since then, scien-

tists have been unable to show 
how any life can be created from 
non-living molecules or chemi-
cal reactions. Even in controlled 
experiments with optimal con-
ditions, no one has observed 
spontaneous generation actually 
occurring. 

The only explanation science 
offers for the appearance of life 
is the miracle of huge amounts 
of time. As believers in the Cre-
ator, we reject the view that life 
arose spontaneously. 

Consider the planets of our 
solar system and the unique 
characteristics of each one. The 
size, composition, and density 
of the planets vary greatly. Ve-
nus and Uranus rotate in the 
“wrong” direction from the 
others. The magnetic fields of 

 “Accelerated to 32,400 MPH 
by its launch rocket, Pioneer 

10 escaped the earth’s 
gravitational pull, crossed the 
asteroid belt safely, and sailed 

toward Jupiter.”
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most planets are still relatively 
strong, compared to what we 
would expect after long ages of 
time. Neptune, a large planet, 
orbits far from the sun.

Earth itself is the only planet 
in our solar system conducive to 
biological life. Our distance of 
93 million miles from the sun 
permits survivable temperatures. 
The earth’s tilted axis provides 
changing seasons. The planet’s 
surface is 70% covered with wa-
ter, a vital ingredient for life. The 
other planets in our solar system 
are not designed for life. They 
have poisonous atmospheres and 
excessive temperature extremes.

The entire creation is cursed 
because of Adam’s sin. This 
curse is not limited to Earth. 
God sent His Son as a man to 
redeem mankind. Jesus can be 
the ransom for the sins of hu-
mans, because He was Himself 
a human, but without sin. (See 
Hebrews 4:15.)

If there were a non-human 
race, who could redeem them? 
Even if the non-humans did not 
sin, they would still be cursed 
by the sin of Adam and Eve. 
(See Romans 8:22.) It is hard to 
reconcile the existence of an in-
telligent non-Adamic race with 
the Gospel message of Jesus.

The Fermi paradox is the name 
scientists use to refer to the con-

flict between the calculated high 
likelihood of extra-terrestrial life 
and the total lack of evidence for 
any. It is rooted in evolutionary 
ideas, such as the Drake equa-
tion that attempts to calculate 
the likely number of civilizations 
on other planets. Scientists have 
proposed several solutions to 
the Fermi paradox, including 
the idea that it is the nature of 
intelligent life to destroy itself. 
But what if life does not really 
arise on its own? Then there is 
no paradox.

Some of those searching for 
extra-terrestrial life seem to 
forget that life is not simply 
chemistry. Life requires infor-
mation, too. DNA, the building 
block of life, consists of huge 
quantities of data. This data con-
tains the blueprint of the living 
organism, including the ability 
and instincts to reproduce itself 
and to survive by adapting to 
changes in the environment. 
Information does not arise from 
random chance; it requires an 
author.

Genesis tells us that God 
breathed into Adam’s nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a 
living soul. God is the source of 
life. Science still does not have 
the power to “breathe life” into 
non-living chemicals and have 
them start to grow, metabolize, 
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and reproduce. Life is mystical, 
not material. We can see the ef-
fects of life on organisms, but life 
is not an ingredient or a chemical 
formula. Once the life has left an 
organism, it is impossible to bring 
it back, even if all the chemical 
processes are repaired.

If God chose to place living 
beings on another planet, or 
planets, in the universe, He could 
do so. But we don’t read anything 
in the creation account about 
non-Earth-based life. Genesis 1 
states that the lights in the heav-
ens are created for the benefit of 
Earth. (See Genesis 1:15.) Jesus 
became a man, a descendant of 
Adam, to atone for the sins of 
the human race and to redeem 
us from the curse of sin.

The last communication from 
Pioneer 10 reached Earth in 
January 2003. Its nuclear power 

supply is dying. The probe is 
now about 8 billion miles away. 
The Voyager probes, also carry-
ing messages for extra-terrestrial 
civilizations, have bypassed the 
Pioneer probes in distance from 
Earth. The radio telescopes of 
the ATA continue watching the 
universe for signs of civilization.

While we humans speculate 
on what’s out there, God already 
knows. God, as Creator of the 
universe, designed us with a cu-
riosity about our environment. 
We want to explore; we want to 
learn; we want to know if we’re 
the only intelligent life in the 
universe. 

But far more important than 
knowing about the created 
universe is to know God, the 
Creator.
Resources for further study: Major Evolutionary Blunders: Imagin-
ing That Life Is Only Chemistry, by Randy J. Guliuzza, P.E., M.D.  
www.icr.org/article/9699

Science still does not have the power to “breathe life” into non-living 
chemicals and have them start to grow, metabolize, and reproduce.”
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Free on the Inside
Prisoners encourage Prisoners

     The 
�on�sman

I know Who gave the greatest bond
This world has ever seen.

He was the Man Who paid it all
So that we could be redeemed!
It wasn’t ten percent He paid

To set the captives free,
For He gave everything He had
When He died for you and me.

Yes, He was the greatest bondsman
Who ever walked this earth.

For He was the only begotten Son,
Sent to free us from the curse.

Yes, He held His arms wide open for us
As He hung upon that cross,

For the sacrifice that He gave was just,
For the sins of all the lost!

Charles Moody, Jr. 
KCI, Columbia, SC
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The money doesn’t always last,
And worldly things will come to pass.
Your friends will surely let you down,
And eventually they’ll stop coming around.

But there is someone who won’t forsake you;
Come as you are, He’ll always take you.
Plus all His blessing will be given;
Our God is truly of the living.

He shields us with His rod and staff,
Then reins the world in with His wrath.
So many times I too have stumbled,
But in God’s presence I am humbled.

For nothing else exceeds His mercy,
As He’s a fountain when we’re thirsty.
Those spiritually hungry shall be fed
More abundantly, for God is bread!

Satan’s stronghold will be over;
All hearts will long to please Jehovah.
No soul will remain the same
Once we call on Jesus’ name!

I know Who gave the greatest bond
This world has ever seen.

He was the Man Who paid it all
So that we could be redeemed!
It wasn’t ten percent He paid

To set the captives free,
For He gave everything He had
When He died for you and me.

Yes, He was the greatest bondsman
Who ever walked this earth.

For He was the only begotten Son,
Sent to free us from the curse.

Yes, He held His arms wide open for us
As He hung upon that cross,

For the sacrifice that He gave was just,
For the sins of all the lost!

Christopher Diamond, Sr. 
Wateree River Correctional Instution, 

Rembert, SC

Living
God

The



For a long time, I was bound 
so tightly in chains that I 

thought I would never be free. 
For many years I ran from truth 
and was my own worst enemy. I 
always had to learn the hard way, 
which caused me to waste a lot 
of my life—well, some would say 
it was a waste. I would say my 
dark, lost condition made me 
crave the light. Now, for once in 
my life, I am finally free!

My grandfather is a Baptist 
minister, and he and my grand-
mother raised me in the church. 
I don’t think I missed a service 
in nine years. I loved going to 
church and seeing my grand-
parents’ passion for the truth of 
the Lord’s love and grace. I also 
loved being in the Lord’s house, 
hearing His story and feeling like 
a part of God’s people. 

Then one day I had to go 
live with my mom because my 
grandmother had a heart attack. 
My mom believes in Jesus, but 
doesn’t go to church, and I quit 
living in the church and living 
for Christ. I started fighting and 
doing drugs, chasing girls, and 

living for my own pleasures. I 
joined the army and got married, 
and my drug problem got so bad, 
even the army couldn’t break 
the habit. Drugs consumed my 
life. This whole time the Lord 
was calling me back home, but 
I wouldn’t listen.

Then we had our daughter, 
and I quit drugs for about two 
months. But as soon as I got 
out of the army, I went right 
back into them, worse than 
before. I began lying not only 
to myself, but to my wife as 
well. Loaded down with guilt 
and shame, I started seeing 
other women. Things were 
all wrong in my life, but I just 
couldn’t admit that I needed 
God. When I thought things 
couldn’t get any worse, I made 
a huge mistake and went to 
prison for robbery. Not even a 
month later, my wife divorced 
me. Talk about hitting rock 
bottom! Here I was at the low-
est point of my life, with God 
right there the whole time, and 
still I did not answer His call to 
come back home to Him.

Testimony of 
JACKIE SUTTON

Missouri Correctional Center, Pacific, MO

24  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 3324  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 33



Two years later, I was sitting 
in the hole in prison after getting 
into a fight. I was all alone in my 
cell for two whole weeks. I had 
this dream of a preacher in a nice 
blue suit, preaching on my life’s 
experiences. As the preacher 
got closer to me, I noticed he 
looked familiar, but I couldn’t 
tell who he was. When he turned 
around, I saw that the preacher 
was me! I woke up in a sweat. I 
opened my Bible, and this is the 
message that I received there 
in the middle of the night. All 
alone in the hole, God spoke 
to me through 1 Peter 4:12–13: 
“Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto 
you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings; that, when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy.”

I have never in my life heard 
such beautiful words spoken. 

Then and there, I confessed 
my sins and asked Christ for 
forgiveness. From that mo-
ment, I’ve had no worries, guilt, 
shame, or negativity in my life. 
Although I am still in prison, I 
have never felt more free, happy, 
and rested. I do not know what 
will happen in my future, but I 
have faith that the Lord will see 
me through any obstacle.

When you face your “call in 
the night,” do as Jesus’ disciples 
did and follow Him. It is the 
most freeing and happy choice 
I’ve ever made. Everything bad 
in my life has turned out to 
benefit me in the end. Words 
cannot describe how it felt when 
He came back 

into my life. I give 
thanks to the Lord 

for all His patience, 
love, and kindness.

Peace be with you! 

  Therefore  
if the Son makes you

             free...
...you shall be  

         free 
               indeed.
                     John 8:36
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You say USA—land of the free, home of the brave!
Where is everyone going when they meet with the grave?

Do you have a status that says you are the elite?
Or do you know the One who has marks on His feet?

Soldiers beat a crown of thorns down on the top of His head.
Do you know how He raised Lazarus from the dead?

Carrying His cross up Calvary’s hill,
It was His heavenly Father’s word to fulfill.

He paid the price for our sins to atone,
So we wouldn’t be separated from God and be all alone.

Where are you truly going when you die?
Think hard and don’t pull the wool over your eyes.

Don’t believe any of Satan’s lies;
Only the saints will meet Jesus in the sky.

It’s heaven or hell—only two ways;
Don’t let this moment go for another day.

We are not promised tomorrow, so please don’t play;
It’s here and now, and today is the day.

Believing in Jesus is the only way
For you to be saved.

Where Are You Going?

Daniel Nett 
Redgranite Correctional Institution, 

Redgranite, WI



God has blessed me with His grace,
Brought me from the depths of hell to this place.

From a place full of anger, fear, and hate,
He gave me a mission inside these gates.

Love, faith, and hope; I’m honor bound
To spread His word within these prison grounds.

Even behind these concrete walls,
He loves and forgives all who call.

Repent and sin no more;
Jesus has opened the door.

He has paid for our sins upon Calvary;
Our Savior has died to set us free.

On the third day it was said, “He is risen”;
That’s the day He freed me from my own prison.

My slate wiped clean, all charges dismissed;
Because He loves me, He did all this.

I’m a free man within these walls,
For Jesus knocked, and I answered the call.
Spread the word, repent, and sin no more—

I’m not a prisoner anymore!

Geoffery Greenwald 
Phillips State Prison, Buford, GA

I’m Not a  
Prisoner Anymore
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I pray the Lord to hold my hand
And guide my feet each day,

While teaching me to walk by faith
The straight and narrow way.

For as we walk this road of life,
Not knowing when or where,

We all must take that final step
Into glory or despair.

So when I cross life’s finish line
And feel God’s warm embrace,
I’ll know I only made it there

By God’s amazing grace.
For when the Lord returns again,

The dead in Christ will rise
And we who are alive ascend

To meet Him in the sky.

But only those who are prepared
Will stand before the Lord

To greet Him as the King of kings,
With heaven as reward.

For only names in the Book of Life
Will reach that holy sod

And taste fruit from the Tree of Life,
And approach the throne of God.

Art Mayse, DeBerry Special Needs Facility, Nashville, TN 
©2016 Art Mayse Poetry

WA L K I N G  B Y  FA I T H
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I sit here and think of how it should have been:
Not me in jail and facing the pen.

I guess it’s too late and doesn’t matter;
All it really does is make me sadder.

I think of things I wish I could change;
Then I know why people think of me as strange.

They walk by me and nod their head,
But I know deep down they wish I were dead.
They say in the world there is no place for me,

And for once in my life I must agree.
For drugs and alcohol have taken control,
And put my life way down deep in a hole.

So I look for a way out of this mess,
But there is only one way I must confess.
It’s a long hard road to change your ways,
And it happens really slowly, day by day.
There is One, you see; He’s always there;

His only deal is to love and care.
For He is the One who made us all;
He’ll always help you when you fall.

It’s the Lord, you see, He’ll never leave you;
All he asks is that you believe Him.

So when you face life’s little troubles,
Call on God; He’s there on the double.

He’s got a Son, they call Him Jesus;
He, too, is One who will never leave us.
So when people ask how to get relief,

I humbly say, repent and believe.
Now it’s to God I pray each and every day.

And that’s about all I need to say.

Phillip Jackson 
Michael Unit, Tenn Colony, TX
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Daughter

Where did you come from?
How long have you been lost?

Don’t you know that God
Already paid the cost?

He gave His only Son
To make a way for you;

To believe and obey
Is all you have to do.

You are God’s daughter;
Your life is prized;

But the biggest word you know
Is institutionalized.

Your mouth is corrupt,
And foul words abound,

As if you don’t care
How hateful you sound.

Open the Bible and
Let His word flow out;
Learn it, know it, live it,

Within and without.

Take a step forward;
Put Satan behind;

Ask for God’s greatness
To fill your heart and mind.

Don’t let yourself
Get stuck in the past;

Grow to be the woman
God intended at last.

Michelle Souza 
Central California Women’s Facility, 

Chowchilla, CA

God’s



Where did you come from?
How long have you been lost?

Don’t you know that God
Already paid the cost?

He gave His only Son
To make a way for you;

To believe and obey
Is all you have to do.

You are God’s daughter;
Your life is prized;

But the biggest word you know
Is institutionalized.

Your mouth is corrupt,
And foul words abound,

As if you don’t care
How hateful you sound.

Open the Bible and
Let His word flow out;
Learn it, know it, live it,

Within and without.

Take a step forward;
Put Satan behind;

Ask for God’s greatness
To fill your heart and mind.

Don’t let yourself
Get stuck in the past;

Grow to be the woman
God intended at last.

Let not your heart be troubled;
Set your spirit free;

Let courage be redoubled,
And all doubts will flee.

For worry is a burden
Set upon your soul,

When you should be girding
Armor made of gold.

The devil uses worry
To make you live in sin;
Fear comes in its fury

From very deep within.

Let not your heart be sad,
And give it all to Him

Who gave us all He had
While hanging on a limb.

He bore all our sins
There upon the cross
That we all may win

Redemption from sin’s loss.

David Doss 
Wilcox State Prison, Abbeville, GA



The demands of marital love 
are beyond the power of 

fallen man. This helps us under-
stand why violations of love are 
so common in our world. Hus-
bands get tired of self-centered 
wives, and wives get tired of 
self-centered husbands. Human 
love yearns for commitment, so 
people continue to marry. How-
ever, many couples never invest 
deeply enough in each other to 
reap love’s deeper rewards, so 
they skim what romance they 
can off the top of a relationship 
and move on to another. In the 
wreckage of their past relation-
ships lie their own unfulfilled 
dreams and the scarred lives of 
friends, spouses, and children.

Adultery—Despising the 
Sacred

Both Old and New Testa-
ments clearly describe adultery 
as sin. “You shall not commit 
adultery” (Exodus 20:14). “The 
man who commits adultery 

with another man’s wife, he 
who commits adultery with his 
neighbor’s wife, the adulterer 
and the adulteress, shall surely 
be put to death,” the Law of 
Moses stated (Leviticus 20:10). 
“Now the works of the flesh 
are evident, which are: adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness… Those who practice 
such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God” (Galatians 

Many couples never 
invest deeply enough 
in each other to reap 

love’s deeper rewards.

Violations  
of  

God’s PlanJohn Coblentz
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5:19, 21). Because marriage was 
designed by God for our social 
and spiritual good, to violate 
the covenant of marriage is to 
despise what is sacred. Adultery 
violates what is sacred in the 
following ways:

1. Adultery violates a sacred 
commitment. The adulter-
er’s actions tell the cheated 
partner, “I don’t care what 
I promised you.”

2. Adultery tramples a sa-
cred trust. Marriage is not 
only something we com-
mit to, but also something 
that is committed to us, so 
adultery despises both a 
commitment and a trust. 
Adultery says, “I don’t care 
what you gave to me.”

3. Adultery pollutes a sa-
cred union. Marriage is 
not merely a covenant 
between two parties, but 
a union which God seals, 
records, and holds cou-
ples accountable for. This 
means the marriage vows 
bind a man and a woman 
not only to each other, but 
also to God. Because mar-
riage is precious to God, 
adultery shows contempt 
for something God values. 
Adultery says, “I don’t care 
what God thinks about my 
marriage.” 

Whatever momentary thrills 
adultery brings, its long-term 
results are miserable. Guilt, hurt, 
alienation, strain, heartache, and 
fear swamp the adulterer’s life. 
As one adulterer said, “Though 
you can find forgiveness, you pay 
and pay and pay.” This proverb 
says it well: “Whoever commits 
adultery with a woman lacks 
understanding; he who does so 
destroys his own soul. Wounds 
and dishonor he will get, and 
his reproach will not be wiped 
away” (Proverbs 6:32–33).

Divorce—a Spirit of Treachery
In the Bible, divorce is de-

scribed as “putting away” a 
companion after marriage or 
betrothal. Normally, what is 
specifically forbidden is a man 

Whatever momentary 
thrills adultery brings, 

its long-term results 
are miserable.
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putting away his wife, but the 
reverse is also forbidden in 
Mark 10:12. Under the Law of 
Moses, divorce was permitted 
under certain conditions, but 
Jesus clearly said, “Because of the 
hardness of your heart he wrote 
you this precept” (Mark 10:5).

Jesus followed these words by 
reinstating God’s original pur-
pose: “But from the beginning 
of the creation, God ‘made them 
male and female.’ For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one 
flesh’; so then they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, 
let not man separate” (Mark 
10:6–9). The divine directions 
are clear—one man, one woman, 
for life—no divorce.

Although God permitted di-
vorce under certain conditions 
in the Old Testament, He clearly 
testified against the practice: 
“The Lord has been witness be-
tween you and the wife of your 
youth, with whom you have 
dealt treacherously; yet she is 
your companion and your wife 
by covenant …. Therefore take 
heed to your spirit, and let none 
deal treacherously with the wife 
of his youth. For the Lord God of 
Israel says that He hates divorce” 
(Malachi 2:14–16).

Why is divorce wrong? Fol-
lowing are seven reasons why.1

1. Divorce is against the 
clear word of God. “There-
fore what God has joined 
together, let not man sepa-
rate” (Mark 10:9).

2. Divorce is against the 
character of God. Notice 
that in the above verses 
from Malachi 2, God calls 
divorce “treachery.” God 
is faithful. What He prom-
ises, He does. Divorce is the 
opposite of God’s faithful 
character. True love in-
volves loyalty, and those 
who divorce betray this 
sacred commitment of 
love, demonstrating un-
faithfulness and treachery 
instead. However, Malachi 
2 does not focus on broken 
marriage vows, but on Is-
rael’s broken covenant with 
God. In graphic language, 
God describes how cov-
enant breakers with other 
humans become covenant 
breakers with God. Those 
who are treacherous in 
human relationships are 
treacherous with God. No 
wonder God hates divorce!

3. Divorce reveals a hard 
heart. Jesus declared that 
divorce was permitted “be-
cause of the hardness of 

1. The divorce discussed here, of course, is the breaking of a legitimate marriage. There are unions which cultures both past and present have 
permitted which are “unlawful” (that is, contrary to God’s righteous standards) and which should be broken. Examples include incestuous, 
homosexual, or adulterous unions.



your heart” (Mark 10:5). 
The testimony of many 
marriage counselors agrees 
with this. The underlying 
problem in marriage con-
flict is self-centeredness, 
and divorce is an expres-
sion of a hardened heart. 
It takes humility, love, 
and brokenness to resolve 
marriage problems and to 
experience the oneness 
intended in marriage.

4. Divorce hurts one’s part-
ner. Treachery refers to 
betrayal. Where there is be-
trayal, there is hurt. Trust 
and loyalty are intertwined 
with love, and divorce 
slices mercilessly through 
those bonds, causing deep 
wounds. It is impossible for 
a legitimately married man 
and woman to divorce in 
love and compassion. At-
titudes of hate and hurt are 
always present.

5. Divorce causes permanent 
harm to children. Follow-
ing is the testimony of one 
daughter whose parents 
divorced: 
“Please, please don’t sign 
them! O, Daddy, don’t sign 
those papers!” My pleadings 
must have added greatly to 
my father’s burden, but the 
pen held firmly in his hand 

continued to write his name 
on the final paper. Thus was 
my world destroyed, and 
I with it, for on that day 
something died in the heart 
of a child...
Bitter protests and tears were 
vain, for divorce courts do 
not consider human hearts 
when they collect their dues. 
Mother and Daddy were to 
be “free,” but we children 
were not. I became a slave 
to despair. The quarrels? 
They ceased, to be sure, but 
cries of heartbroken children 
took their place, and I for 
one, longed to hear those 
quarrels if only it meant I 
could have my mother and 
daddy back! ...
I wish I could take the hand 
of every parent harboring 
the thought of divorce and 
lead you back with me into 
the valley through which I 
have come. If the hurt of an 
innocent child’s heart, the 
bitter shock of a tender life, 
the tears of the unwanted, 
misplaced child, the horror 
and gloom could be called 
to witness in the divorce 
courts, no child would again 
have to walk the dreadful 
road that starts with the 
signing of those final pa-
pers in the divorce courts. 
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Instead, the tears would 
become your own and in 
the valley you would realize 
that the ones who suffer in 
divorce and remarriage are 
the innocent children.2

6. Divorce creates barriers 
to reconciliation. In his 
first letter to the Corinthi-
ans, Paul warns Christians 
against separating even 
from an unbelieving part-
ner. Then he adds, “But 
even if she does depart, 
let her remain unmarried 
or be reconciled to her 
husband. And a husband 
is not to divorce his wife” 
(1 Corinthians 7:11). The 
appropriate time for sepa-
ration is beyond the scope 
of this article; however, it 
is clear that Paul instructs 
Christians to pursue recon-
ciliation rather than closing 
the door to it, even with un-
believing partners. Divorce 
is like adding a padlock to 
the door through which 
an unfaithful partner has 
gone. For anyone seeking 
reconciliation, divorce can-
not be an option.

7. Divorce perpetuates sin. 
Many people choose di-
vorce as an answer to their 
marriage problems, but 
it is impossible to correct 

problems through disobedi-
ence to God. Divorce always 
creates further problems. 
Jesus noted specifically that 
divorce leads to adultery 
(Matthew 5:32). No one 
can keep the consequences 
of sin to himself, and this 
seems especially true with 
divorce. Sin leads to sin, and 
those sins multiply in fol-
lowing generations. Studies 
have shown that people 
who grow up with divorced 
parents have a higher rate of 
divorce than those whose 
parents remained faithful. 
In this way, the original sin 
snowballs. Of course, some-
times someone is divorced 
against his or her will. When 
one partner is divorced by 
the other, the unwilling 
divorcée has not sinned, but 
must remain unmarried and 
continue to welcome rec-
onciliation if possible (see 1 
Corinthians 7:11).

Remarriage—an Adulterous 
Lifestyle

Divorce is sinful, but remar-
riage following divorce is still 
more sinful, because it is a 
further step of disobedience to 
God’s moral law. Remarrying 
while one’s previous partner is 
living is consistently referred to 

2. Anon., “Scars of Divorce,” published by Gospel Tract Society, Inc., 
Independence, Missouri, pp. 1, 3, 6.
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in Scripture as adultery. Con-
sider the following verses:

“So He said to them, “Whoever di-
vorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her. And 
if a woman divorces her husband 
and marries another, she commits 
adultery” (Mark 10:11–12).

“And I say to you, whoever di-
vorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery; and whoever 
marries her who is divorced com-
mits adultery” (Matthew 19:9).

“Whoever divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery; 
and whoever marries her who is 
divorced from her husband com-
mits adultery” (Luke 16:18).

“So then if, while her husband lives, 
she marries another man, she will 
be called an adulteress; but if her 
husband dies, she is free from that 
law, so that she is no adulteress, 
though she has married another 
man” (Romans 7:3).

These Scriptures consistently 
describe remarriage as adultery. 
The Greek verb tense translated 
“commits adultery” shows pres-
ent continuous action, suggesting 
not simply an act of adultery, but 
the practice of adultery. The verse 

in Romans affirms that while a 
person’s partner lives, remarriage 
is not a valid marriage, but an 
adulterous condition. There is an 
act of adultery—the sin of sexual 
union while married to another. 
There is also the condition of 
adultery—the sin of a marriage 
relationship with another while 
one’s true marriage partner is 
living.

With such clear Scriptures 
forbidding divorce and remar-
riage, why would professing 
Christians try to justify it? One 
woman who married a divorced 
man and later renounced her 
situation as an adulterous union 
described her downfall:

“Ungodly reasoning is one of 
Satan’s most effective weapons. 
How easy it is to reason away 
obedience to the Word of God! 
The eternal purpose for this life 
is not so much that we should be 
happy but that we should be holy. 
Yet there can be no true happi-
ness apart from righteous living… 

“I fasted and prayed a great 
deal, seeking God for an answer 
directly from Him. But although 
I sought a word from Him, 
no word was given. Nothing. 
Complete silence. Only later 
did it come home to me that it is 
vain to seek a rhema [utterance] 
from God when He has already 
so clearly spoken in the written 
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Word. Yes, a word may come 
which contradicts what He has 
said in the Scriptures; but that 
word comes from the wrong 
source.”3

It is impossible to remarry 
with integrity while one’s part-
ner is still living. The treacherous 
spirit which leads to divorce is 
the same spirit which leads to re-
marriage afterward. Remarriage 
is a betrayal. In marriage, one 
can give love and commitment 
to one’s partner, but in remar-
riage one can give only treachery 
and broken trust.

Correcting Violations of 
Marriage

Violations of marriage vary 
in degree and kind. Some 
violations may occur before 
conversion, some after. Cul-
tural practices may confuse 
the issue of marriage—for ex-
ample, common law marriage, 
contract marriage, annulment, 
polygamy, etc. We do not have 
space here to discuss all types 
of violations. Instead, we will 
consider ten principles to con-
sider in correcting violations of 
marriage.

1. God holds any marriage of 
eligible partners as valid, 
whether they are godly 
or ungodly, and He con-
demns adultery, divorce, 
and remarriage as wrong 
no matter who does it. 
“For Herod himself had 
sent and laid hold of John, 
and bound him in prison 
for the sake of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife; 
for he had married her. 
Because John had said to 
Herod, ‘It is not lawful for 
you to have your broth-
er’s wife’” (Mark 6:17–18). 
“Marriage is honorable 
among all, and the bed 
undefiled; but fornicators 
and adulterers God will 
judge” (Hebrews 13:4).

3. Anon., “Out of Adultery,” published in Herald of His Coming, Los 
Angeles, California, Sept., 1982, pp. 11, 12.

 “It is vain to seek  
an utterance from God  
when He has already  
so clearly spoken  
in the written Word.”
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2. Obedience is sometimes 
painful. But as noted ear-
lier, God cares more about 
our holiness than our pres-
ent happiness. Describing 
the cost of discipleship, 
Jesus said, “If anyone comes 
to Me and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and his own 
life also, he cannot be My 
disciple. And whoever does 
not bear his cross and come 
after Me cannot be My dis-
ciple” (Luke 14:26–27).

3. The pain of obedience is 
never as severe as the con-
sequences of continued 
disobedience. With our 
limited understanding, we 
might think that in some 
cases obedience will only 
create problems, while dis-
obedience will solve them. 
This is ungodly reasoning, 
not the direction of the 
Spirit. In the long run, dis-
obedience always results in 
more pain than obedience. 
“There is a way that seems 
right to a man, but its end 
is the way of death” (Prov-
erbs 14:12). Discontinuing 
a legitimate marriage may 
seem less painful than com-
mitting to work through 
the problems. Continuing 

an adulterous marriage 
may seem much less pain-
ful than discontinuing it 
and finding God’s solu-
tions to the problems that 
result from that. But God 
always supports those who 
obey and resists those who 
disobey. “He who is often 
rebuked, and hardens his 
neck, will suddenly be de-
stroyed, and that without 
remedy” (Proverbs 29:1).

4. No amount of “righteous-
ness” will offset willful, 
known sin. When Saul tried 
to justify his sin by explain-
ing his righteous intentions, 
Samuel replied, “Has the 
Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacri-
fices, as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord? Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed than the fat of rams” 
(1 Samuel 15:22).

5. Where there is sin, there 
must be clear confession 
(1 John 1:9) and full re-
pentance (2 Chronicles 
7:14). This means naming 
the sin truthfully, forsaking 
it, and returning to God’s 
standards of righteous-
ness. “He who covers his 
sins will not prosper, but 
whoever confesses and 
forsakes them will have 
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mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 
Remarriage is one of the 
hardest situations to apply 
this truth to, but if it really  
is a condition of adultery, 
the only way to forsake it 
is to discontinue the rela-
tionship.4

6. Sometimes living singly 
is necessary in one’s com-
mitment to God. After 
giving instructions against 
divorce and remarriage, 
Jesus said, “There are eu-
nuchs who have made 
themselves eunuchs for 
the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake” (Matthew 19:12).

7. A sinful  relationship 
must be discontinued 
even when children are 
involved. Where children 
are the result of a sinful re-
lationship, the best course 
for the children is to dis-
continue all sin and begin 
a legacy of righteousness. 
Some people object to 
this, but children need 
the example of parents 
who love and follow God 
above their own desires. 
How can parents hope to 
raise children “in the Lord” 
when they themselves are 
living in sin? Remember, 
divorce and remarriage 
tend to be repeated in fu-

ture generations. The best 
way to break the chain of 
sinful sowing and reaping 
is to begin sowing seeds of 
righteousness immediately.

8. The consequences of sin 
may be long-lasting, even 
though God forgives when 
we confess and repent. 
Those who violate God’s 
ways in marriage may find 
themselves in conditions of 
continuing hardship, pain, 
and struggle. Single life, 
one-parent child training, 
emotional scars on both 
parents and children will 
require the support, un-
derstanding, and counsel 
of spiritual brothers and 
sisters.

9. The Christian should live 
above reproach from the 
world. “Beloved, I beg you 
as sojourners and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, 
having your conduct hon-
orable among the Gentiles” 
(1 Peter 2:11–12). Some-
times Christians should 
avoid even permissible ac-
tions where they might 
appear wrong in the eyes 
of others. For example, in 
our loose society, a person 
may have left several adul-
terous marriages before 

4. The separation of an adulterous marriage is difficult, especially where there are children. However, when we commit to return to God’s stan-
dards, He will provide answers to the challenges. In such a separation, we must honor two principles: the principle of righteousness, in leaving 
the adulterous relationship; and the principle of responsibility, in arranging the best we can for the godly training and care of the children.



becoming a Christian. Does 
this mean that as a single 
person, he or she is eligible 
for marriage? If all the rela-
tionships to this point have 
been adulterous and none 
valid marriages, marriage 
may be legitimate. How-
ever, the Christian should 
consider not only what 
is lawful, but also what is 
expedient and edifying (see 
1 Corinthians 10:23). Some 
people, including unbeliev-
ing onlookers, may have 
serious questions about 
the righteousness of such 
a relationship. In tangled 
cases where there is no 
clear-cut answer from the 
Scripture, it is wise to open 
oneself to the counsel and 
direction of a Spirit-led 
brotherhood.

10. Christ’s relationship with 
the church should guide 
us in resolving violations 
of marriage .  In Ephe-
sians 5, Paul says marriage 
represents Christ’s rela-
tionship with the church. 
Our solutions to marriage 
problems should be true to 
this analogy. For example, 
divorce, remarriage, and 
live-in relationships are all 
violations of the analogy of 
Christ and the church.

Summary
Marriages face tremendous 

pressures. As we see the heart-
ache and pain people experience 
when they choose their own 
ways, the rightness of God’s 
directions becomes increasingly 
clear. Husbands and wives need 
to understand each other. They 

The best way to break the chain of sinful 
sowing and reaping is to begin sowing seeds of 

righteousness immediately.
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need to communicate and be 
loyal to one another. As a hus-
band fulfills his responsibility 
in the marriage, his wife finds it 
easier to fulfill her responsibility. 
Each partner in the marriage 
must faithfully, wisely, and con-
siderately obey God’s directions. 

To avoid common problems 
in marriage and to build homes 
for God, the Christian husband 
and wife must make choices that 
are abnormal in modern society. 
The husband will not pursue 

success in the workforce at the 
expense of his responsibility 
and loyalty to his wife. The wife 
will not allow the pressures of 
the modern woman to pull her 
away from her responsibility and 
loyalty in the home. By work-
ing with each other rather than 
against each other, the husband 
and wife will experience the 
compatibility for which God 
made them male and female. 
Adapted from Christian Family Living by John Coblentz. ©1992, 
2002 Christian Light Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.



Methinks this west wind 
bodes us no good,” said 

William Rotch in an undertone 
to his wife, as he turned from 
the open window one morning 
in the summer of 1778.

“Why, Father, what harm can 
come from the west wind?” in-
quired twelve-year-old Thomas, 
who was always overhearing 
things not intended for his ears. 
“I thought the west wind was our 
friend, and brought the whaling 
ships safe to port.”

“Yea, son, so it was in the 
old days, but, alas, we peaceful 
Nantucket folk can no longer 
ply our trade. Thou knowest, 
not a whaling ship has gone out 
for many a day. My fear is that 
today’s wind may give a British 
privateer a chance to enter our 
Sherburne harbor.”

“What? Not a full-rigged ship 
with guns and armed men? Why 
should they come to Nantucket? 

They know well that we are no 
fighting folk.”

“True, my boy. Yet we be 
known as a thrifty commu-
nity, and might be worth a visit. 
These privateers plunder where 
they can.”

“Joe Macy told me that vessels 
flying the British flag have been 
sighted off the coast a dozen 
times during the past month.”

“That is so, but they could 
not enter our harbor on the east 
wind that fortunately for us has 
been blowing all this long while. 
I shall go down into the town to 
see what tidings there be. Nay, 
stay thou with thy mother and 
sisters while I am gone. This may 
be a serious matter.”

Without further words, 
William Rotch put on his 
broad-brimmed Quaker hat and 
hurried down the street.

Ahead of him groups of ner-
vous townspeople were rapidly 

A story from the bookshelf...

An Ill Wind
Elizabeth Hershberger Bauman

“
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moving toward the wharf. Many 
of the old sea captains had 
brought their spy glasses for a 
better look at the massive ship 
cruising with the wind into the 
harbor, all her white sails set, a 
wicked array of guns bristling 
along each side. The British flag, 
the Union Jack, fluttered at the 
ship’s masthead, and her decks 
seemed to be crowded with gun-
ners and sailors.

When William Rotch reached 
the crowd by the wharf, Old 
Asa Prindle offered him his spy 
glass without a word. William 
looked through it at the tall 
ship as she came about, spilled 
the wind from her flapping 
sails, and prepared to anchor 
where her guns could cover the 
defenseless town. He could see a 
fine-looking officer directing the 
sailors, and the wind across the 
water carried the boatswain’s 
voice, giving orders to lower a 
boat from the ship’s side. The 
boat’s crew climbed in, followed 
by the officer and six men with 
sidearms. The crew leaned on 
their oars, and the boat skimmed 
toward the wharf.

“No doubt of it now. They 
come for plunder,” said old Asa.

“Suppose I talk with the com-
mander on behalf of the town?” 
suggested William. “If I can get 
him to come to my house it may 

be well, for with the privations 
our people have undergone on 
account of the war someone 
might speak from his heart and 
anger our visitors into even 
worse measures than they con-
template.”

“Our fate is safer in thy hands, 
William, than in our own. Do 
as seems best to thee, good 
neighbor.”

“So say we all,” murmured 
the crowd standing around the 
two men.

The ship’s boat pulled along 
the downwind side of the wharf, 
the sailors secured it, and the 
officer and his bodyguard of six 
armed men jumped out. William 
Rotch walked up to them, smil-
ing warmly.

“This is William Rotch who 
bids thee welcome to Nantucket, 
friend. What may thy name be?”

“Sir Conway-Etherege, in 
the King’s service,” replied the 
officer stiffly.

“I invite thee to come to my 
house—and thy friends like-
wise,” said William, nodding 
coolly at the six men with two 
pistols apiece in their belts.

“My men will await my orders 
here,” replied the officer.

Assuming William Rotch 
must be a Loyalist in support of 
the King, Sir Conway-Etherege 
felt pleasantly relieved. His job 
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would be easier than he had 
expected. He walked alongside 
William up the wide, shady 
street until they reached the 
door of a large and attractive 
house. William invited his guest 
inside. 

“It’s nearly noon. I would like 
thee to take dinner with me.”

“Thank you, with pleasure.”
William introduced the offi-

cer to his wife and children, and 
they soon sat down to a simple 
but generous meal. The younger 
Rotch children’s eyes were shin-
ing with excitement, but they 

were quiet, as their mother had 
hastily warned them when she 
saw the officer approaching the 
house.

William treated the com-
mander kindly and seemed to 
enjoy his conversation. The 
officer understood his interest, 
as the war had cut off the island-
ers from most contact with the 
outside world. He furnished 
the Rotch family with the news 
of the day, the current jokes, 
and even the idle gossip of the 
mainland as it had come to 
him through English channels. 
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From time to time he glanced at 
William uncertainly; they both 
knew what the officer had come 
to do, but it felt awkward to raise 
the subject.

When the meal was finished, 
they stood up from the table. In 
the usual style of a British offi-
cer, Sir Conway-Etherege made 
Elizabeth Rotch a flowery speech 
of appreciation, bowed over her 
hand, and kissed it respectfully, 
causing young Thomas to stifle 
a snicker. Then the children 
followed their mother from the 
room, and the men were alone.

“I take it, Mr. Rotch,” said the 
officer, “from your signal cour-
tesies to me, that you are on the 
King’s side. Can you tell me how 
and where I had best begin the 
day’s work? As you must know, 
I command yonder privateer, 
which has gone up and down the 
coast bent on plunder. Success-
fully, too. We take 
pains to see that 
our guns rake all the 
important struc-
tures and districts 
of a town before we 
enter upon nego-
tiations. As you see, 
your little hamlet is 
completely at our mercy. I antici-
pate no unpleasant resistance.”

“There will be none,” said 
William.

“Then how and where do you 
advise me to begin? The after-
noon is advancing.”

William smiled.
“I know of no better place to 

begin than here in my house. I 
am better able to bear the loss 
than anyone else. We have a store 
of silver plate, good, serviceable 
blankets, also linens; and in the 
cellar, supplies of food of vari-
ous kinds. Thou art mistaken in 
supposing me to be on the side of 
those engaged in warfare.”

Sir Conway-Etherege took a 
step backward and stared at Wil-
liam. He had never run across a 
man like this.

“Are there more men like you 
on Nantucket?”

“There are many better men,” 
answered William. 

“Do you say so, indeed! I’d 
have to see them before I could 
believe it.”

“ T h e n  c o m e 
with me. I shall be 
glad to introduce 
some of our island-
ers to thee.”

Baffled, the of-
f i c e r  f o l l o w e d 
William down the 
steps and out into 

the street. Soon they entered a 
general store. Though the store 
was large and well-stocked, it 
did not seem prosperous, for the 

As you see, 
your little 

hamlet is com-
pletely at our 

mercy.
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townspeople had little money 
for trade these days.

William introduced the of-
ficer to the owner of the store. 
“Our visitor wants to know what 
sort of people we 
are. I brought him 
here to tell him that 
last winter thou 
wert the distribu-
tor of four hundred 
barrels  of  f lour 
among the poor on 
the island. And yet 
I doubt if I, or any 
man, knows the full 
extent of what thou 
hast done to help 
the needy.”

Amazed at the storekeeper’s 
generosity, the officer asked him 
a few courteous questions, and 
the storekeeper began to describe 
the gifts of money which found 
their way from William Rotch’s 
pockets to families in need, with 
few suspecting he was the donor. 
William hurried the officer out of 
the door at this. Further down 
toward the wharf they entered a 
store that sold dry goods.

“Good day, Peter,” said Wil-
liam. “This officer from yonder 
ship in the harbor wishes to 
meet the man who gave away 
blankets, dress goods, and stout 
shoes last winter when the poor 
were in dire want.”

“He might better turn around 
and meet thee, William. None 
of us has done what thou hast 
done. We but follow thy lead.”

As he hastily led the officer 
back out onto the 
street, William’s face 
was rosier than even 
the brisk west wind 
had made it. “My 
friends are modest,” 
he said. “I can better 
afford to help oth-
ers than they can. 
Dost thou care to 
cross the street and 
meet more of our 
people?”

“Thank you, no. 
I find it hard to believe that there 
are three such men as you in 
the world. A whole street full of 
them would be almost too many. 
Thank you for your courtesy 
and forbearance. Farewell, my 
friend. I shall not forget Nan-
tucket.”

With that the officer grasped 
William’s hand and shook it 
heartily. He looked once again 
up the leafy, beautiful street, 
then out toward the white-
capped harbor where his ship 
with its deadly guns threatened 
the peaceful town.

Groups of men were still 
watching and talking on the 
wharf. The sailors and the armed 

 “I find it hard 
to believe that 
there are three 

such men as 
you in the 

world. A whole 
street full of 
them would 

be almost too 
many.”
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8 understanding, 9 foolishness, 12 violence, 
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envious, 4 troublemaking, 5 scoffer, 6 riches, 
7 knowledge, 10 strength, 11 fool, 13 counsel.
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Micah 6:78
Memorize Micah 6:7&8 as you complete this puzzle

S I N G B A B T L O S T H E O D H H A

I T Y C D E N W W I T H Y W A T B U Z

H N P T H E Z D C C X O O T I F P M H

J L U R I U N H N M N U U W H P E B Q

O A U W R R C G A X D S S X N E K L B

F N R E Q U I R E Y A A S L N M V Y G

V D O S O U L A U O Z N W O H J H T O

Q D O G H L L Z Z U A D I R S X C N R

R C Q X I A O Y W M N S E D H S S J F

F V A W I V L S Y A S X W L M N E T D

L T O F S H E L S E L B D A R R T H W

U W S U S P X U R K L F R U I T K F N

L Z O L Y L O G H E T T L D A M Z J F

H Q I C J H S D R E K D E H R T Y J K

T O R S T N O F X E D S W Q S M F V N

V E F L A G D M U H A J H R B F F T F

M F Z R M M E H Y E F U A E M F I Z T

J A T O T V H E L Q G S T E O P R U D

W Y R I C V O P F H L T H E D M S A I

X L O V E R V A B P R L I W O R T S W

B D B W Z P Y B E U G Y Z T E N B G K

D W U I B U O B C D M F N V S R O W S

N H A S U G O O D F O R I Z U B R S V

T N D L T R O R P D D R D O N J N L Y

H F D I K X M Y A B O D Y A D F F G D

B R W E S V F O C R N L R Q O N Z O V

Q O V U I L H L O R D R O T Y S F J R

bodyguard, puzzled at their com-
mander’s long delay, snapped 
to attention and saluted as Sir 
Conway-Etherege approached. 
The excitement of looting and 
plundering was worth waiting for.

The officer’s orders were 
quick and short. The sailors 

took their places at the oars and 
rowed him back to his ship. The 
ship weighed anchor, trimmed 
her sails, and to the surprised 
relief of all Nantucket, sailed 
peaceably out of sight. 
From Coals of Fire by Elizabeth Hershberger Bauman. ©1954 by 
Herald Press. Used by permission.

Somewhere in Jude
Unscramble the hidden verse (NKJV).

own to hmi owh is blea to epek uoy rfom bgtslinmu, dna to es-
netpr uoy fassultle ferebo eht cneperes fo ish ryglo twhi dxgieec-
ne yjo, to dgo our ravois, hwo aenlo si wies, eb lryog nda ysatejm, 

onmdinoi and opewr, both onw nad rfeeorv. nmea.
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