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In recent issues, we have seen 
that Jesus is the light of the 

world, and that He has invited 
each of us to leave the darkness 
of our sin and come to Him for 
mercy and healing. We have 
learned that following Jesus 
daily is the key to living in this 
marvelous light.

As a disciple of Jesus, you will 
face doubts and questions. The 
“Christian” world is filled with 
confusion and false interpreta-
tions of Scripture. Perhaps you 
are caught in the middle of such 
a debate right now, and your 
heart is crying out for answers: 
Is it even possible to know which 
side is true?

Unfortunately, even with the 
light of Jesus within us and the 
Holy Spirit to guide us, we hu-
mans are still vulnerable to the 
influence of false teachers and 
bad reasoning. We tend to seek 
out a single person or a church 
denomination to lift up as per-

fect, but that person or church 
will eventually disappoint us. 
Church fellowship and Christian 
friends are vital, but we must 
look to God together as the only 
unfailing source of truth.

"5This is the message we have 
heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all. 6If we say we 
have fellowship with him while 
we walk in darkness, we lie and 
do not practice the truth. 7But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 10If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us.” 

 1 John 1:5-10ESV

Walking in Truth
Lavern Gingerich
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This passage teaches that 
the foundation of understand-
ing truth is practicing the truth. 
God made us to have fellowship 
with Him, but sin separated us 
from Him. When we leave the 
darkness and begin walking in 
the light, He washes us clean 
from every sin. Because sin is 
dealt with, our relationship with 
Him is restored, and since God 
is truth, our new harmony with 
Him allows Him to reveal more 
truth to us.

Does this mean that a real 
Christian will never sin again? 
No; but when you do stumble 
into sin, you confess your sin 
and immediately return to walk-
ing in the light that is shining on 
your path. This is what it means 
to practice the truth.

God reveals truth to people 
who are ready to obey it, so the 
key to understanding more truth 
is to practice the truth you already 
have (verse 6). As long as you are 

making excuses for not obeying 
the truth you know, you will not 
be able to tell whether the ideas 
you encounter are true.

Living in truth is like driving 
down the highway at night. The 
headlights of the car illuminate 
the road signs and show you 
where to drive. As you travel 
down the road, the light moves 
with you, giving you light exactly 
when and where you need it in 
order to arrive at your destina-
tion safely. 

The truth of Jesus is like 
those headlights. As you walk 
in the truth, He shines His light 
on the road exactly when and 
where you need it. It can be hard 
to cut through the fog of many 
different voices and accurately 
interpret the Bible, but if you 
stay within the beams of His 
light and obey the road signs, 
you will make progress and 
continue to discover new truth.

Here are several points that 
will help in your search for 
understanding the truth of the 
Bible:

1. Truth is absolute. Truth 
does not change depending on 
what you think or experience. 
Some people like to think there 
is no absolute truth and that all 
paths lead to God. If that were 
so, it would mean all organized 

God reveals truth to people 
who are ready to obey it.
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religions are false, since they 
all make some absolute claims. 
Truth is truth, whether we ac-
cept it or try to explain it away.

2. Truth is bigger than a “proof 
text.” Many Christians teach 
from the Bible, yet they reach 
very different conclusions on 
important subjects. Beware of 
teachers who make rash claims 
about their interpretations and 
pull single verses out of the 
Bible here and there to “prove” 
a point. It is unwise to use three 
verses that seem to support your 
view on a subject, while ignoring 
thirty verses that disagree with 
you. A good interpretation of a 
Bible passage harmonizes with 
the chapter and book it is taken 
from, as well as with the rest of 
the Bible. Diligent study and 
reading of the Scriptures are 
very helpful for finding related 
passages that shed further light 
on a subject.

3. Truth is sometimes hidden. 
We must become students of 
the Scriptures and understand 
how the Old and New Testa-
ments fit together. At first, 
even the New Testament may 
seem to contradict itself, but 
everything harmonizes once we 

understand the true nature of 
the Gospel and focus on Jesus 
and His priorities. “It is the glory 
of God to conceal a matter, but 
the glory of kings is to search out 
a matter” (Proverbs 25:2). God 
reveals truth to those who are 
diligent and eager to learn, and 
the person who expects it all to 
be handed to him like a bag of 
fast food will miss much of what 
God has for him.

4. Truth makes sense. God’s 
revelation will not seem irratio-
nal and false to an honest and 
humble seeker who uses his 
mind. Beware of teachers who 
refuse to face factual evidence 
and engage in an honest discus-
sion. God gave us our minds to 
help us identify lies and non-
sense, and if we don’t use them, 
we have no guarantee against 
deception.

5. Truth is for living. God will 
judge you for the life you lived, 
not for some mental assent or 
doctrine that made no difference 
in your lifestyle. A profession 
for Christ means nothing if you 
are still walking in darkness  
(1 John 1:6). Some people falsely 
teach that salvation is basically 
a license to go to heaven, and 

Truth will always lead you into a life of righteousness.
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that nothing you do after you 
are “saved” can keep you out of 
heaven. Heart issues are impor-
tant, but God gives us a clean 
heart so we can live a clean life. 
If right living was irrelevant, why 
did God pack the New Testa-
ment with practical instructions 
for living? Truth will always lead 
you into a life of righteousness.

“20Everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been done in God.”  

John 3:20–21
 

The Good News
of the KingdomJ. Anthony Hertzler

Most Christians know the 
word “Gospel” means 

“good news.” But what is this 
news, and why is it good? Many 
people treat the Gospel as if 
it were a bus ticket to heaven. 
Perhaps they hear that they will 
go to hell unless they believe 
in Jesus, so they say a prayer, 
confess and apologize for their 
sins, trust Jesus for salvation, 
and go on with their lives. For 
awhile they feel much happier, 
but after awhile they realize they 
are living pretty much the same 
broken life as before they were 
“saved.” 

Is this good news—that you’re 
still the same sinner you always 

were, but that God will let you 
into heaven because of the sac-
rifice of Jesus? No, the Gospel is 
much, much bigger and better 
than a scheme to get sinners 
out of hell and into heaven—in 
fact, that’s only a small part 
of what the Gospel is about  
(2 Corinthians 4:1–6).

To understand the good 
news, we have to talk about the 
bad news. Many people think 
the bad news is that we are going 
to hell, but that’s not the real bad 
news; the bad news is that we are 
sinners who are living in rebel-
lion against God! (Genesis 4:7) 
That’s the problem Jesus came 
to earth to solve. Hell is merely 
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the just result of our rebellion 
against God; our real problem 
is our sin and the destruction 
it brings (Isaiah 1:18; 59:2,  
Daniel 9:24, Zechariah 13:1,  
John 1:29).

God made us in His own im-
age, perfectly designed to love 
Him and each other. The first 
man and woman could have 
lived in absolute joy and peace 
forever. But they chose to lis-
ten to Satan instead, bringing 
death on all their descendants  
(Genesis 3). The disease of sin 
went far beyond the disobedi-
ence of Adam and Eve, and it 
wrecked our relationships with 
God and one another. Humans 
became selfish, greedy, and 
suspicious, lying, stealing, fight-
ing, murdering, and raping one 
another. 

God never wanted this for 
His children, and ever since the 
first sin, His love has been work-
ing to restore the creation to its 
original perfection (2 Peter 3:9, 
Romans 8:18–25). As one of 
the first steps in that plan, God 
chose a faithful and obedient 
man named Abraham to begin 
a family who would learn to 
serve God and one day bless 
the entire world (Galatians 3:8). 
But Abraham’s descendants, the 
Israelites, forgot God’s call. They 
piled up wealth for themselves 

and neglected the poor and the 
foreigners. Even their kings and 
judges were corrupt. It was a 
mess.

God sent prophets to call 
His people back to Him, and 
to announce the coming of a 
King who would restore the 
broken world. This King would 
bring justice to the poor and 
destroy the crooked oppres-
sors. He would end all wars, and 
everyone’s weapons would be 
re-made into garden tools. The 
world would again be ruled by 
God, the just and merciful King 
(Isaiah 11:1–9).

Centuries later, when Jesus 
was born to a working-class 
family in a barn in Bethlehem, 
the angel Gabriel told Jesus’ 
mother her child would grow 
up to save His people from their 
sins (Matthew 1:21). When Jesus 
finally began His ministry, the 
first thing He preached about 
was the Gospel of the Kingdom. 
“The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” Jesus said. “Repent!” 
(Matthew 4:17)

Repentance means changing 
your mind, turning your back on 
your old loyalties, and following 
a new King. Jesus was inviting 
His countrymen to follow Him 
into a new, peaceful nation 
where God rules. The first four 
books of the New Testament are 
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called the Gospels because they 
present this good news: the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus 
and His invitation to the King-
dom of Heaven. 

Those who followed Jesus 
realized that He was the good 
King the prophets had foretold 
so long before. At last God was 
going to turn the world around. 
At last, the spiritual children 
of Abraham would obey God’s 
call to take His blessings to the 
world. But Jesus would not win 
this battle with a bloody sword, 
like the kings of the world; He 
would conquer through love 
and sacrifice (John 18:36). When 
Jesus died and rose on the third 
day, He paid the cost of our sins 
and set us free to live the life 
God made us for. He opened the 
way into the Kingdom of Heaven 
and its blessings for everyone 
(Ephesians 3:1–12).

The Kingdom of Heaven, like 
every nation, has its own ruler, 
territory, and laws. God is the 
King, He makes the laws, and 
His territory includes the en-

tire universe. One day, He will 
destroy His enemies in a final 
battle and return to rule the 
earth; but until then, He rules 
among those who willingly 
submit to His lordship. These 
people, who accept Jesus as 
king, allow Him to forgive and 
cleanse their sin, and obey His 
laws, are part of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Jesus said very little about hell, 
but He talked constantly about 
the Kingdom of Heaven. That’s 
because His main message was 
not about a ticket out of hell 
and a place in heaven in some 
future age; it was an invitation 
to become a citizen of heaven 
now. In the Kingdom of Heaven, 
people actually live by the rules 
of heaven today. They renounce 
fighting, dishonesty, selfishness, 
and everything else that doesn’t 
fit in heaven (Matthew 5:2–11). 
As they follow Jesus, He purifies 
their hearts and makes them 
citizens of His new nation. That 
invitation is still open for every-
one, including you. 

Repentance 
means following 

a new King.
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Following Jesus is about much 
more than praying a prayer and 
inviting Him into your heart; 
it’s about loving Him enough to 
obey Him, even if it costs you 
everything. God will pour out 
His grace and power on anyone 
who chooses to surrender and 
follow Him. When we choose 
to let go of every earthly thing 
in order to actually follow Jesus 
in everyday life, we enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
blessings of living under God’s 
rule far outweigh any sinful 
pleasures we are tempted to 
cling to (Philippians 3:7–11). 

According to the Gospel of 
Jesus and His apostles, salvation 
is a lifelong journey of change 
and growth into the image of 
Jesus (Romans 8:29). Any gospel 
that offers a ticket to heaven in 
the future without changing 
your life here on earth is a fraud  
(Romans 6). Never let a false 

gospel cheat you out of the joy 
of living in God’s Kingdom now. 

To understand Jesus’ Gospel, 
the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
prayerfully read the four Gos-
pels ,  committing to obey 
whatever Jesus tells you to do. 
Trust Him to give you the grace 
and power to obey. It will take 
time to learn to live by the new 
laws of God’s Kingdom, but Jesus 
will give you His Spirit to direct 
you, and you will grow as long 
as you love and obey Him. No 
matter what hardships you face, 
the Gospel of the Kingdom can 
free you in ways you could not 
have imagined. 

The Gospel is the good news 
of a new King, a new Kingdom, 
and a new way of life, and you 
can begin living in it now. Even 
in dark and troubled times, Je-
sus’ Gospel of the Kingdom can 
bring you the peace and power 
to live in faith and hope. 

Never let a false 
gospel cheat you 
out of the joy of 
living in God’s 
Kingdom now.
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The Wonder of Numbers
Andrew Zimmerman

What do sunflowers, math-
ematics, and Leonardo 

da Vinci’s masterpiece The Last 
Supper have in common?

Numbers aren’t always te-
dious and boring! Make the 
effort to dig into the world of 
mathematics a bit, and you’ll 
be amazed at the patterns and 
relationships you find. The 
intricacies of  numbers and 
their connection to the physi-
cal world are not the result of 
chance. They show evidence of 
design. God created numbers 
as a key part of His marvelous 
universe.

“For by Him all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or princi-
palities or powers. All things were 

created through Him and for Him.” 
Colossians 1:16

Fibonacci Sequence
The Fibonacci Sequence 

seems to have been described 
first in India, and it was intro-
duced to the Western world by 
Leonardo Pisano in 1202. This 
Leonardo was of the Bonacci 

Science in Creation

Andrew has had an avid interest 
in science since he started 
studying it in his early years of 
school. Because of his interest in 
science and his belief in a literal 
six-day creation, he enjoys 
telling others about creation 
science. He lives in Central 
Pennsylvania with his wife and 
children.
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Spirals in Romanesque 

cauliflower

The number of petals on 

a sunflower can be any 

of several numbers in the 

Fibonacci sequence.

family, and is now better known 
by his nickname, Fibonacci.

To calculate the Fibonacci se-
quence, start with the numbers 
0 and 1, and add them together 
for the third number, 1. Then 
add 1 and 1 to derive the fourth 
number, 2. Continue this pat-
tern, where each number is 
the sum of the two preceding 
numbers. The sequence looks 
like this: 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 
34, 55, 89, 144—and so on for as 
long as you want to keep adding.

The Fibonacci numbers are 
found all around us in God’s cre-
ation. For example, the number 
of petals (or florets) of a plant 
often are Fibonacci numbers. 
The iris has 3 petals, buttercups 
have 5, and delphiniums have 8. 
Corn marigolds have 13. Some 
asters have 21. Daisies can be 
found with 34, 55, or 89 petals. 
Though other numbers are pres-
ent as well, Fibonacci numbers 
seem especially common in 
plant structures.

The number of petals on a 
sunflower can be any of several 
numbers in the Fibonacci se-

Fibonacci numbers are all around us.

By Richard Bartz, Munich aka Makro Freak (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia Commons
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5 spiral pattern in spiral aloe

quence: 34, 55, or 89, depending 
on the size of the sunflower. The 
seeds in the sunflower head are 
arranged in two interlaced sets 
of spirals in opposite directions. 
The number of spirals is a pair 
of Fibonacci numbers, often 21 
and 34 or 34 and 55. In larger 
sunflowers you’ll find sets of 55 
and 89 spirals. A pine cone has 
seed spirals counted in Fibo-
nacci numbers. Pineapples and 
Romanesque cauliflower grow 
in spirals based on Fibonacci 
numbers, as does the spiral aloe.

Divine Ratio
The Fibonacci sequence con-

tains the Divine Ratio of 1.618. 
The higher in the sequence, 
the more precise the ratio. The 
number pair 13 and 21 have the 
ratio 1.615. Going a bit higher, 
89 and 144 have a ratio of 1.618. 
The Divine Ratio is also known 
as the Golden Ratio. Mathema-

ticians refer to this number as 
Phi. (Don’t confuse it with Pi, 
the ratio of the circumference of 
a circle to its diameter.) As you 
continue higher in the Fibonacci 
sequence, the ratio between 
each set of numbers gets closer 
and closer to a precise Golden 
Ratio. 

Two numbers  with the 
Golden Ratio also have the 
Golden Ratio between the high-
est number and the sum of the 
two numbers. In other words, 
a is to b as a+b is to a. See the 
diagram of the Golden Rectangle 
below. This is a unique charac-
teristic of the Golden Ratio.

Like the Fibonacci numbers, 
the Golden Ratio is found often 
in nature. The DNA double helix 
molecule has a length-to-width 
ratio of Phi. In 2010, the journal 
Science reported that the Golden 
Ratio is present at the atomic 
scale in cobalt niobate crystals.

By Richard Bartz, Munich aka Makro Freak (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia Commons
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Many parts of the human face 
fit the proportions of the Golden 
Ratio, on average. People seem 
to find faces more attractive the 
more closely they fit the Golden 
Ratio. The Ratio also appears in 
the proportions of the rest of 
the body.

The nautilus shell is often of-
fered as an example of a Golden 
Ratio spiral. While it doesn’t fit 
the conventional Golden Spiral, 
it does have the Golden Ratio in 
the size of the outer spiral com-
pared to the inner spirals.

Because the dimensions of 
the Golden Ratio are aestheti-
cally pleasing, artists often use 
it in their works. Leonardo da 
Vinci used the Golden Ratio in 
multiple places in his famous 
painting The Last Supper. 

Mandelbrot Set
Compared to the Fibonacci 

sequence, the concept of the 
Mandelbrot Set is a bit more 
difficult to understand and 
explain. It was discovered in 
1979 by Benoit Mandelbrot, 
one of the first people to use 
computer graphics to create 
and display fractal geometric 
images.

What is a set? A set is a group 
of numbers that have a cer-
tain property in common. The 
Mandelbrot Set includes all the 

numbers that have the charac-
teristic of Z staying small in this 
formula: Z = Z2 + C. We start 
with Z=0, and the calculation 
is iterated, meaning we use the 
result of the calculation for the 
value of Z, and then repeat the 
calculation, over and over. In 
this formula, the n shows that 
Z is a series, and the calculation 
is iterated: Zn+1 = Zn2 + C.

Let’s try C=1. 0 squared + 1 = 1. 
1 squared + 1 = 2. 2 squared plus 
1 = 5. 5 squared plus 1 = 26. Be-
cause Z continues to get larger, 
1 is not in the Mandelbrot Set. 

Let’s try C = 0. 0 squared + 0 = 
0. 0 is in the set, because Z stays 
at 0 when C = 0.

Let’s try C = -1. 0 squared + -1 
= -1. -1 squared + -1 = 0. -1 is in 
the set, because Z continually 
cycles between -1 and 0, never 
getting farther away from zero.

But the Mandelbrot set 
doesn’t use only ordinary inte-
gers. It uses complex numbers. A 
complex number is a real num-
ber multiplied by an imaginary 
number. Even though math-
ematicians call these numbers 
imaginary, the numbers really 
do exist. An imaginary number 
is the square root of a negative 
number. The letter i is used to 
denote the square root of -1. You 
may remember from math class 
that a negative number squared 
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is always positive, and a positive 
number squared is also positive. 
So real numbers are only the 
square root of positive numbers. 
But imaginary numbers are not 
positive, they’re not negative, 
and they’re not zero. On a num-
ber line, positive numbers are to 
the right of zero, and negative 
numbers are on the left. We can 
add a vertical axis to the number 
line for the imaginary numbers. 
Complex numbers 
consist of a real num-
ber component and 
an imaginary number 
multiplied together.

The Mandelbrot 
Set is all of the com-
plex numbers that 
run through the for-
mula above and never 
get far away from 0. 
These complex num-
bers are then plotted, 

on a two dimen-
sional chart, not 
just a number 
l ine.  Numbers 
that are part of 
the set are black. 
Numbers that are 
almost part of the 
set are assigned 
other colors, de-
pending on how 
quickly Z climbs 
away from zero.

Turned into a picture, this 
short little formula, Z = Z2 + C, 
produces an incredibly complex 
shape. In fact, it is infinitely 
complex, as complex as anything 
can be. As you zoom in on this 
shape, you see that is it very self-
similar. That little black spot to 
the left of the image is a “baby” 
copy of the original image. And 
the little black spot to the left of 
that one is another baby copy. 

Infinite detail emerges as you zoom in.

Shape produced by the Mandelbrot set
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The laws of mathematics,  
as well as the existence  

of mathematical relationships in nature,  
show evidence of a Designer.

You can zoom in as much as 
you want and there is more and 
more detail. Even the Fibonacci 
numbers appear as the details of 
this shape are revealed!

Fractals in Creation
A coast line is fractal in na-

ture, because there is more 
and more detail as you zoom 
in. Trees have branches off the 
main trunk, and then branches 
from branches, twigs, leaves, 
and parts of leaves. Romanesque 
cauliflower grows in a spiral 
Fibonacci shape, and also has 
fractal characteristics in being 
self-similar. A lightning bolt 
takes an uneven, chaotic path. It 
branches and forks into intricate 
patterns. A fern blade (leaf) has 

pinnae (leaflets) that look like 
miniature blades. Its leaflets 
have pinnules (subleaflets). The 
pinnules can have lobes. Ferns 
show self-similarity at increas-
ing levels of detail.

Conclusion
The laws of mathematics, as 

well as the existence of math-
ematical relationships in nature, 
show evidence of a Designer. 
God created mathematics, just 
as He designed the rest of cre-
ation. 

There is a verse in the Bible 
that says we should “number 
our days.” Psalm 90:12: “So teach 
us to number our days, that we 
may gain a heart of wisdom.” 
This verse is telling us to con-
sider that our days in this life 
are limited. Then we will realize 
the importance of using those 
days for our Creator. You were 
created for a purpose. Are you 
living that purpose? 
Photo Credits:
Broccoli Image : ©Richard Bartz, source: http://bit.ly/1gq9wJo
Aloe Image: ©J Brew, source: http://bit.ly/1gq9wJo 
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Lamp and Light Publishers, Inc.

Free Bible Study Courses!
Lamp and Light Publishers is a non-profit ministry that specializes in 

Bible Correspondence Courses. We offer 22 courses in English, 18 courses 
in Spanish, and courses in French, Portuguese, and German. We want to 
make these Bible studies available to you.

How it works

Use the enrollment form on the other side of this page to enroll. We 
will then send you the course of your choice.When you have studied the 
lessons, you complete the test(s) and mail them to our office for grading. 
We then send you the next study books. You only pay postage to send us 
the tests; the study booklets are yours to keep. We give a small certificate of 
recognition for every course completed successfully.

We will continue to send you courses as long as you are interested or 
until you have studied all the courses.

A few of the courses we offer:

The First Step: A basic study of the Gospel of John; 
requires no previous Bible knowledge. 4 books, 20 
lessons.

Steppingstones to God: Discusses basic concepts 
of God, the Bible, sin, salvation, and the Christian 
life. 4 books, 10 lessons.

Footprints of Christ: Practical teaching on every-
day discipleship and the Christian life. 4 books, 20 
lessons.

In Step With the Prince of Peace: A 
study of the Bible’s teaching on love and 
non-resistance. 4 books, 10 lessons.

The Faith Worth Dying For: A look at the historic Chris-
tian faith, with practical applications for us today. 1 
book, 13 lessons.



ENGLISH ENROLLMENT FORM
 (For ages 14 and older.)

 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS.

Full Name   
 (First name) (Middle name) (Last name)

Inmate number 

Name of institution

Full postal address.

  
 (City) (State\Province) (ZIP/Postal Code)

Year of birth: __  __  __  __

(Check two boxes)  Male  Female  Single  Married

Religion (check one box)  Protestant  Catholic  Other 

If you are PRESENTLY our student, write your student number here: 

Building Christian Homes: A detailed study of the 
home. 4 books, 18 lessons.

Studying His Word: Discusses various 
aspects and methods of Bible study. 1 
book, 6 lessons.

Praying to Him: Offers helps for a meaningful prayer 
experience. 1 book, 5 lessons.

¿Habla español? 
Ofrecemos cursos bíblicos gratis en español. Para inscribirse, escríbanos a 

la dirección de la editorial. Mande su inscripción a: Publicadora Lámpara y 
Luz, 26 Road 5577, Farmington, NM 87401. Incluya su nombre completo, 
su número de encarcelamiento, la dirección de la institución, y su año de 
nacimiento.

p  The First Step
p  Steppingstones to God
p  Footprints of Christ
p  In Step With the Prince of Peace

p  The Faith Worth Dying For
p  Building Christian Homes
p  Studying His Word
p  Praying to Him

Please select only one course:

Mail this forM to:
Lamp and Light Publishers,

26 Road 5577, Farmington, NM 87401-1436
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 (For ages 14 and older.)

 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS.

Full Name   
 (First name) (Middle name) (Last name)

Inmate number 

Name of institution

Full postal address.

  
 (City) (State\Province) (ZIP/Postal Code)

Year of birth: __  __  __  __

(Check two boxes)  Male  Female  Single  Married

Religion (check one box)  Protestant  Catholic  Other 

If you are PRESENTLY our student, write your student number here: 

Building Christian Homes: A detailed study of the 
home. 4 books, 18 lessons.

Studying His Word: Discusses various 
aspects and methods of Bible study. 1 
book, 6 lessons.

Praying to Him: Offers helps for a meaningful prayer 
experience. 1 book, 5 lessons.

¿Habla español? 
Ofrecemos cursos bíblicos gratis en español. Para inscribirse, escríbanos a 

la dirección de la editorial. Mande su inscripción a: Publicadora Lámpara y 
Luz, 26 Road 5577, Farmington, NM 87401. Incluya su nombre completo, 
su número de encarcelamiento, la dirección de la institución, y su año de 
nacimiento.

p  The First Step
p  Steppingstones to God
p  Footprints of Christ
p  In Step With the Prince of Peace

p  The Faith Worth Dying For
p  Building Christian Homes
p  Studying His Word
p  Praying to Him

Please select only one course:

Mail this forM to:
Lamp and Light Publishers,

26 Road 5577, Farmington, NM 87401-1436

Word Search Puzzle
Psalm 24:3–5

Find all the words from this Scripture passage in the puzzle below. 

Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy 
place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up 
his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessing from 

the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

B Q A N B N Z B F E M H L V E M T E D

Y K R V N A P S T K R E V C D H U N U

V U N D A U O M S K T U A A E M E E B

W F B J W H O N I D O L P Z Y C X B Z

K M O R F V X S H F P Y A M S U H J Y

X W N L O G G N P N P I A A V O W P Z

T F T C L F Q V R H T S R B M J H T E

D C O J R J N O R F B L P O Y L F R Y

O O L Z D I W W O D R O L A U H U Y Y

B D H E N S N V B P N H N Z R F U O X

B N M W A D K M A L M Y H C S X N K S

P G I H D N O D M R T H S O H W R I X

U T R P E A J G L G Z H A Q T S B W L

N M O L C H E A R T D L E S W X M I Q

Q B R T E K I U G T D N Z N I H D W B

R U O S I S S S E N S U O E T H G I R

C N Z K T O N A A H I N T O H W I U D

S A H X F V A T L L N S D Y B K D C C

Z A R R U U S W S V H N S Q Z Y Z D Q

U S H A L L V G Q I A L Z E A X K D E

P V H Z L X F E S L A T F M L Y U U X

V T G Y Y V R D R O L Y I H Y B E E G

U D M H C C O D I P L I E O I A H E K

C A E V O C M H R S T M H V N T U H E

D E T F I L L D A J R E C E I V E T D

Z O T P P E Y F M Q C H H L C Q C Q Q

P B Z B K M S Y F A Z R P Z Z O O T H

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker
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Let’s Study...
James

• James is the 59th book of the Bible and the 20th book of the 
New Testament.

• Author. James is an “epistle” or letter, believed to have been 
written by James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ. (Mary was 
their mother, but Jesus was conceived supernaturally by the 
Holy Spirit, not by Joseph, Mary’s husband).

• Time of writing. James was likely written around 45 AD. This 
makes James the first New Testament book to have been writ-
ten, even though it is the 20th book in the traditional order.

• Historical context. James wrote this letter to a group of Jewish 
Christians who were experiencing suffering, poverty, and op-
pression. These were likely some of the first believers who had 
been driven away from Jerusalem by their fellow Jews because 
of their faith in Jesus. The good news of Jesus had not yet spread 
to non-Jewish people this early in the story of the Church

• Summary. James begins the letter by talking about the suffering 
his readers were enduring, telling them to ask God for wisdom. 
Then, he launches into one of the most practical series of teach-
ings in the New Testament. James is very concerned with the 
importance of living out one’s faith in a real way. We must not 
only hear the word of God, but do it.

Here are just a few of the many topics James talks about in this 
letter: controlling our speech, favoritism or discrimination, 
wisdom, pride and humility, wealth, speaking the truth, and 
effective prayer. 

• Themes. The theme of the book of James is genuine faith, or 
faith that works. James repeatedly emphasizes that true faith 
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expresses itself in righteous deeds. For example, he says, “If 
anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle 
his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is use-
less. Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world (James 1:26–27).

• Book outline.
I. Salutation (Chapter 1:1)

II. True religion endures trials and temptations  
(Chapter 1:2–18)

III. True religion consists of doing, not just hearing 
(Chapter 1:19 – Chapter 2:26)

IV. True religion displays wisdom, not just speaking 
(Chapter 3:1–18)

V. True religion befriends God through humility  
(Chapter 4:1–17)

VI. True religion is blessed through patience, prayer, and 
love (Chapter 5:1–20)

• Key verse. “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22).

• Key questions. 
 » What good comes from enduring trials?
 » What is the difference between dead faith and living faith?
 » James says that Abraham was not justified by faith only, but 

by what else?
 » What is the cause of war and conflict?
 » How does God feel about the wealthy who oppress others?

Some material from ExecutableOutlines.com, by Mark A. Copeland. Used by permission.

If any of you lacks wisdom,  
let him ask of God,  

who gives to all liberally and without reproach,  
and it will be given to him.  James 1:5
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Free on the Inside
Prisoners encourage Prisoners

�’ll Not Be a �risoner
One day when life is over
And time will be no more,
There will be a celebration

When I reach Heaven’s shore.
There will be a glad reunion

With loved ones gone before;
Then I’ll not be a prisoner anymore!

There’ll be walls of Jasper
Instead of iron and stone;

There’ll be no more prison bars
Or sorrow I have known;
No more locks anywhere,

For Jesus is the door;
Then I’ll not be a prisoner anymore!

No I’ll not be a prisoner
When Jesus I shall see;

I’ll wear a robe of righteousness,
For then I shall be free.

All things will be perfect
(And for once—EVEN ME);

Then I’ll not be a prisoner anymore!

Art Mayse, Lois M. DeBerry Special Needs Facility, Nashville, TN
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Testimony of

Derrick K. Osorio

I was born into a strict Catholic 
family in the fast-paced city 

that never sleeps (NYC). I had 
a loving mother, who had high 
aspirations of my becoming a 
priest, but that was not in my 
plans. More importantly, it was 
not in God’s plans. I actually 
wanted to be a doctor, though 
unfortunately that only lasted 
until I was about ten years old. I 
had already started gambling at 
age eight.

As I grew older, gambling 
became an obsession. I began 
drinking and eventually turned 
to drugs. I had fathered two 
beautiful children by age sixteen. 
A child raising children, I even-
tually abandoned them and their 
mother. I had a second family at 
age twenty-five. We had three 
more fantastic children, but 
twelve years later I walked out 
on their mother as well. This 
time, my two girls came with me.

A year later, I was accused of 
a crime and found myself in a 
state prison for the first time 
in my life. I was all alone, doing 
real time! I lost everything—my 

daughters, my freedom, my busi-
ness, even my fiancée. I hit rock 
bottom.

While in prison, I faithfully 
attended the Catholic services. 
In the summer of 2003, I walked 
into the church as usual, and the 
moment I stepped in and looked 
up at the cross, a teardrop ran 
down my face. I quickly wiped 
it away and left. This happened 
every time I went to church for 
several months, until one night, 
the tears just kept on coming. I 
looked up toward heaven and 
prayed, “Lord, I know you’re 
trying to tell me something, but I 
just don’t know what it is. Please 
show me, God.”

The next night, while sitting 
in my cell feeling sorry for my-
self, my entire life flashed before 

I was amazed at the 
treasures stored in that 

dusty old book.
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me. I saw nothing but horror, 
pain, and anger. I turned to look 
toward a Bible another inmate 
had given to me months earlier. 
I hadn’t wanted it, but he had 
practically forced it on me; so I 
had taken it and thrown it on my 
trunk, where it had been gather-
ing dust. I picked it up and began 
reading at the beginning of all 
beginnings, the book of Genesis. 
I was amazed at the treasures 
stored in that dusty old book. 
Like a dry sponge, I absorbed 
every word. I started to hunger 
for the word of God! I read from 
sunup until midnight, and I read 
through the entire Bible in less 
than two months.

I came across a verse that 
changed my life forever: “Jesus 
answered and said unto him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3).  But what exactly does 
that mean? I pondered. I had 
never heard that before. After a 
few weeks of reading and ask-
ing questions, I dropped to my 
knees and begged the Lord’s 
forgiveness for all the horrible 
things that I had said and done 
throughout my life. I cried and 
cried what seemed an endless 
ocean of tears. I confessed every 
sin I could think of and asked 
God to forgive me for those I 

could not remember. I pled for 
the blood of Christ to cleanse 
and change my life. The Lord 
does answer prayer! He made a 
new creature out of me that day! 
I was free at last! “And you shall 
know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free” (John 8:32).

I continued to read the Bible. 
Within the first year, I read 
it three times and started the 
fourth time. However, it wasn’t 
enough that the Lord had mercy 
upon my soul, broke the chains 
of sin, and freed me from Satan’s 
bondage; He also called me into 
the ministry of reaching out 
to others who were as lost as I 
was. The Lord has used me to 
help many of my fellow men 
who struggle with loneliness, 
depression, backsliding, and 
many other issues.

The biggest thing God is 
teaching me is the need of 

The Lord had mercy on my 
soul and freed me from 

Satan's bondage.
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prayer, and He has led me to 
develop a strong prayer life. I 
believe sweet fellowship with 
the Lord is the most important 
weapon we have in our spiritual 
warfare. Satan does not want us 
to know that through prayer we 
can tap into the abundance of 
heavenly power and authority 
the Lord has given us over him. A 
prayerless Christian is a power-
less Christian!

Prayer is the single most 
cherished devotion that we can 
offer our Lord. Of all the souls 
that have been led to Christ in 

this prison, most of them were 
prayed for well before I even 
spoke to them. It is glorious to 
see how God prepares hearts to 
receive the word.

Though I long to go home 
to be with my children, who 
have recently reentered my life, 
I would not trade the past six 
years for anything in the world. 
The Lord has used this place as 
my training seminary, and this 
is where I truly met my blessed 
Lord and Savior for the first 
time. Thank you, Jesus! 

Jesus is the Almighty;
Jesus is the King.
I keep Him in my heart;
He is my everything.

The Lord is my Savior;
I turn to Him each day.
On my knees every night,
To the Lord I shall pray.

Victory is coming;
He shall set me free.
The Lord has opened my eyes;
Finally I can see.

Even though I’m in prison;
I’m free on the inside.
No longer will I run from fear;
No longer will I hide.

Because Jesus opened my heart,
He lives within me now.
If you do not know Him,
I can tell you how.

Bow down on your knees;
Ask Him into your heart.
For Jesus is the only way;
He gave me a brand new start.

I Keep Him in My Heart

Jamie Selkey, Lowell Correctional Institution, Ocala, FL
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Sometimes in life I’ve failed to see
Those little things so close to me;

Those little hands that reach for love
Among those grownups way above.

We don’t slow down, we go so fast
And fail to see what truly lasts;

Those little eyes that watch so close
For them it’s love that means the most.

For nothing breaks as easily
As little hearts, we fail to see;

For all they ask is only time
A second spent costs not a dime,

But is priceless to a little one
And helps them love each rising sun;

It molds them into happy souls
When parents fill their rightful roles.

We only have one shot at love;
We are the grownups way above;

It is our duty here on earth
To raise and love them from their birth.

To hold those little hands so tight;
To tell them it will be alright;

The greatest gift that we can give
Is to teach a little one to live.

By showing just a little love,
We show them there’s a God above.

�itt�e 
�earts

Mickey Hughes  
Stafford Creek Corrections Center

Aberdeen, WA



Testimony of

Patrice Daniels
Pontiac Correctional Center, Pontiac, IL

Peace and blessings to all of 
you. I pray this finds you all 

clinging firmly to the promises 
of God. I’m a 38-year-old black 
man originally from Chicago, 
serving life without parole for 
a brutal and senseless gang-
related homicide. I have been in 
prison since June 1994. Unfor-
tunately, I am guilty as charged, 
and it’s the single most glaring 
regret in my life. I had no right 
to do what I did.

Typical of an angry, lost, hurt-
ing, mentally ill young prisoner 
with a boatload of time, the first 
six and half years of my prison 
term was spent wasting time. 
In fact, from December of 1995 
through April 2006, I was in 
continual disciplinary segrega-
tion. I spent my entire twenties 
in lock-down. I was arguably one 
of the most problematic prison-
ers in the state of Illinois from 
the years 1998–1999. When the 
now-closed supermax facility 
in Tamms, IL opened in March 
1998, I was a part of the first 
shipment there. Staff assaults, 

inmate assaults, weapon viola-
tions, arsons, exhibitionism, and 
property destruction were all a 
part of my narrative. In fact, by 
March 2000 I had accumulated 
48 years of disciplinary segre-
gation time. I was completely 
out of control, and I was both 
homicidal and suicidal.

Yet, here I am today, saved, 
redeemed, and restored. I can at-
tribute this to nobody but God! 
In March of 2000, I literally got 
sick and tired of being sick and 
tired. I didn’t know the whys 
or the hows at the time, but I 
just knew I wanted something 
different from what I’d been 
getting out of life. So I called out 
to God in that dark, dank cell as 
I lay there on that cold concrete 
slab. I remember thinking, then 
saying: “God, my life is a mess. 
I need you to help me. Lord, 
I know we haven’t talked in a 
long time, but I admit that I’m 
a sinner. I’m so sorry—I’m so 
lost—I’m so alone. I need you, 
God. Show me the way. Please 
help me, Lord.”
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I had finally decided to let go 
of everything and surrender. In 
that moment, I had no ego or 
pride, and I was totally desperate 
for something better.

True to His nature, God heard 
my heartfelt pleas and answered 
my prayers. He began to perform 
what I like to call a modern 
day progressive miracle in my 
life. Slowly but surely, people 
entered and re-entered my life—
people who were instrumental 
in guiding me, encouraging me, 
supporting me, teaching me, 
loving me, and chastising me 
as I embarked on this transfor-
mational journey from useless 
to useful. God also began to 
place me in specific positions of 
significance.

In 2000, God took me out of 
the supermax, a place people said 
I would never leave. Eventually, 
He also took me out of disciplin-
ary segregation. In about six 
years, the DOC cut 41 years, 10 
months, and 12 days off my seg-

regation time and returned me 
to general population. But be-
fore this could happen, I also had 
to do my part, on and off record. 
Because I had been transformed 

in Jesus, I no longer wanted to 
be destructive and disruptive. 
As I engrossed myself in God’s 
Word and surrounded myself 
with constructive, positive, and 
purposeful things and people, I 
was no longer drawn to the old 
allurements. It was a gradual, 
incremental shift, but it was 
thorough.

My transformation was not 
easy. The devil is real, and the 
war being waged for our souls 
is also real. I was constantly 
tempted, ridiculed, criticized, 
threatened, challenged, and at-
tacked, but with the help of the 
Lord, I remained steadfast and 
resolute through it all. I wanted 
to prove my faithfulness not 
only to God, but also to myself. 
While I was a gang-banging 
parasite, I was wholly commit-

God heard my pleas and 
answered my prayers.
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ted to that destructive lifestyle 
and behavior. If I could suffer 
and endure that, I could surely 
do the same and more for God! 
So I grew in God’s grace, and my 
entire life began to reflect this 
change.

God has used me for His glory 
in many instances, including a 
structural overhaul of the entire 
IDOC as it relates to the care of 
the mentally ill. What an answer 
to prayer! I wanted to share this 
with you all so that you too 
would know what is possible to 
those who believe!

I am truly too blessed to al-
low myself to be stressed. I just 
can’t thank God enough for all 
He has done in my life. I often 
tell my brothers that I don’t live 
like a condemned man anymore. 
Although I have a natural life 
sentence, I have eternal life and 
peace in Jesus Christ—a life I 
humbly and willingly choose.

I didn’t flip the script to im-
press a parole board or warden, 

and I truly enjoy serving God. 
My present circumstances, the 
8x10 concrete and steel cell, 
the horribly nasty food, and the 
stench that surrounds me each 
day is no match for the wholly 
transcendent love, grace, and 
mercy of God that I regularly 
experience. I’m physically jailed, 
but spiritually free.

It is my sincere hope and 
prayer that those of you reading 
this can be inspired or reinforced 
by it. Either way, to God be all 
the glory. Keep on fighting the 
good fight. Trust and believe 
in God and surrender to Him, 
and your life will be enriched 
beyond your wildest dreams. 
Right where you are can truly be 
heaven on earth.

God can use anyone, any-
where, at any time. The Apostle 
Paul wrote seven epistles while 
under house arrest or in prison 
in Rome. If you believe, God can 
use you just as He used me, right 
from your jail cell. 

Where you are can be 
heaven on earth.
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For you are the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: “I will dwell 
in them and walk among them. I 
will be their God, and they shall be 
My people.” 

2 Corinthians 6:16

19Or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own? 
20For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God’s.  

1 Corinthians 6:19–20

We are coming to the end of 
this section on practical 

child training. This chapter is in-
tended to be both motivational 
and informative, offering a look 
at the reasons why training is so 
important. 

As we hold a newborn baby in 
our arms, it can be hard to imag-
ine that God wants to live in 
this child someday. God says of 

Himself that He is “the High and 
Lofty one who inhabits eternity” 
(Isaiah 57:15a). Again He says, 
“Heaven is My throne, and earth 
is My footstool” (Isaiah 66:1a). 
This awesome God wants to 
come and take possession of my 
child. This leaves me staggering 
in the face of a task beyond my 
understanding. The everlast-
ing God has given us a child, a 
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vessel to prepare for His indwell-
ing. When my task is finished, I 
want to say what Solomon said 
at the dedication of the earthly 
temple: “I have surely built You 
an exalted house, and a place 
for You to dwell in forever” 
(2 Chronicles 6:2). May God 
deepen our understanding of 
this principle.

I have chosen two simple 
diagrams to illustrate some very 
important truths in this chapter. 
These circles represent the way 
God created man as a three-part 
being: spirit, soul, and body. 
With our bodies, we relate to 
the physical world around us; 
we see, hear, eat, and so on. This 
is the body.

God also made man with a 
soul. Your soul is made up of 
your mind, will, and emotions. 
We use our minds to think 
and reason. We use our will to 
choose right or wrong, and we 
use our emotions to love and set 
our affections on things.

The third part of man is the 
spirit. The spirit is the center 
of your being. It is here that we 
have fellowship with God. It is 
here, in your spirit, that God has 
chosen to dwell.

God made Adam in His own 
image and placed him in the 
Garden of Eden, where every-
thing was perfect. Adam was 
one beautiful creation of God. 
He was filled with God’s pres-
ence and able to love God with 
his whole heart. He could fel-
lowship with God and hear His 
voice. Adam was a God-centered 
being, and God was all he needed 
and wanted.

Consider how Adam func-
tioned in the beginning. His 
spirit was filled with and con-
trolled by God. His mind, will, 
and emotions were in subjection 
to God, Who ruled in his spirit, 
and his body was ruled by his 
spirit and his soul. Adam was a 
beautiful God-centered, God-
controlled being. No patterns of 
sin had defiled him in any way. 
God looked at man, and “indeed 
it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).

But then came the fall of man. 
When Adam and Eve fell in the 
garden, something happened 
inside them, something that 
changed them completely. God 
had said, “but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you 

Figure 1 Figure 2
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shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die” 
(Genesis 2:17). We know Adam 
and Eve did not drop dead when 
they took their first bite of that 
fruit. Their bodies were still 
there. Their minds were still 
thinking. They still had a will by 
which they could choose. 

But something was drastically 
different about Adam and Eve. In 
the center of their being, in their 
spirits, they died. Their ability to 
fellowship with God died. The 
place where God’s Spirit had 
lived had died. The Spirit of God 

was not there anymore. They 
went from being God-centered 
to being self-centered, because 
of their rebellion. God was not in 
them anymore, and the history 
of man has been tragic from that 
day until now. 

This change is illustrated in 
Figure 1, which depicts a body, 
a soul, and a spirit cut off from 
God. I know this is a bit theologi-
cal, but we need to look at God’s 
plan for man so we can see what 
God’s plan is for our children.

A God-Centered Man
From the time of man’s fall, 

God set His plan of salvation 
in motion to bring us back to a 
state where God would again live 
in the center of our being. This 
is the purpose of redemption. 
Regeneration, which means “re-
genesis,” happens in our spirit. 
This is where we are born again 
by the Spirit of God. We receive a 
new heart, a new spirit, and God 
puts His Spirit in us and dwells 
in us again. This is illustrated 
in Figure 2, which depicts a 
body yielded to God, a soul also 
yielded to God, and a spirit made 
alive to God again and filled with 
His presence. This is salvation, 
and it is glorious. Now we can 
have fellowship with God again 
through the blood He shed on 
Calvary.

Adam was a beautiful 
God-centered,  
God-controlled being.
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All this is explained in Ezekiel 
36:25–27. I do not mean to be 
dogmatic in my explanation of 
these diagrams. I am using them 
only to help us see that a major 
change takes place at conver-
sion. God, through His plan of 
salvation, is seeking to restore 
His original, beautiful relation-
ship with man. God is pursuing 
us in order to save us and dwell 
in us again—to make us God-
centered beings, possessed and 
controlled by Him. 

This might be a bit too deep 
for some of you, but be assured 
it is what God wants for each of 
us. He will not be satisfied until 
we are back in that beautiful 
place of fellowship with Him. 
If God is seeking all this for me, 
He also wants the same thing for 
each of my children. It is help-
ful to know where God is going 
with my children; that way, I 
can work together with Him for 
their full salvation.

Consider Christ’s Disciples
I was meditating on the dis-

ciples of Christ some time ago 
in the light of the diagram I 
have been describing. It came to 
me in my meditations that God 
had not come to dwell in them 
yet. They were, as the diagram 
in Figure 1 explains, body and 
soul with a spirit dead and cut 

off from God. Jesus called the 
disciples and said, “Follow me.” 
They were willing to follow, but 
God was not inside them yet. 
They were merely good Jews. 
They had been taught what 
was right. They had gone to the 
synagogue and learned the law 
for many years. Even so, God was 
not inside them yet.

For three and a half years, 
they followed the Lord Jesus 
around with their bodies, and 
even with their minds, wills, 
and emotions. They saw the 
miracles He did and listened 
to what He said. They saw 
the example of His righteous 
life, and their minds took it all 
in. What a beautiful example 
they had before them—God in 
human flesh! What a training 
program!

Still, the disciples were largely 
unchanged on the inside. They 
were still self-centered men. 
We can get a bit frustrated with 
them as we study their lives: 
after three and a half years with 
the Lord Jesus, how could they 
still make the blunders they did? 
But what can you expect from a 
self-centered person? Although 
God was with them, He was not 
in them.

However, when the day of 
Pentecost arrived, everything 
changed. All those years of 
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training in the law and teaching 
about righteousness really made 
a difference then. All those years 
of being taken to the synagogue, 
and those beautiful years with 
the Lord Jesus Christ made a big 
difference then. They had been 
trained on the outside, but now 
they were empowered on the 
inside. The Spirit of God came 
upon those disciples and filled 
them. They were totally changed 
from that day forward. 

Peter, the man who had once 
trembled in fear of a wom-
an, was changed into another 
man. He became Peter, the man 
who stood before a crowd of 
thousands and told them, “You 
crucified the Lord.” He was fear-
less, even though they had the 
power to cut off his head. What a 
transformation took place when 
God came to dwell in them! 
What an awesome group of men 
they became!

Consider with me a mo-
ment—all those years of training 
at home and at the synagogue 
were not wasted on the disciples. 
All those days spent with Jesus 
were not wasted, either—not 
at all. They were days of prepa-
ration for the time when God 
would come and give them 
a new heart and make them 
God-centered men again. Jesus 
trained them and disciplined 

them in the mind, the will, and 
the emotions, but their inner be-
ings could not be changed until 
Pentecost.

This is the same training we 
need to give our children who 
have not been born again. It is 
important for us as parents to 
understand how this diagram 
relates to our children. As with 
those disciples, our children 
are in the midst of the train-
ing program God has ordained 
and revealed in the Bible; but 
someday God will come and give 
them a new heart and live inside 
them. It is good for us parents to 
understand where God wants to 
go with our children so we can 
work with Him.

What is God after? He wants 
a disciple whom He can possess, 
live within, and fill with His 
presence. He wants a disciple 
over whom He can rule in every 
part of his being, and whom He 
can use for His glory. There is 
so much God wants to accom-
plish on the earth, but He needs 
yielded vessels He can use. This 
is God’s plan for our children. 

I want to go a bit deeper in 
our consideration of these dia-
grams and how they relate to the 
training of a child. I think it will 
motivate us to see the tremen-
dous impact we can have on the 
future usefulness of our children.
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Two Innocent Babies
As I see it, when God gives us a 

newborn child, that child comes 
to us as pictured in Figure 1. Hu-
mans are born after Adam, with 
spirits dead to God and unable to 
commune with Him. Our chil-
dren come to us as self-centered 
beings, simply because God is 
not in them. However, they are 
not yet filled and controlled by 
their selfishness. In one sense, 
they come to us totally blank. 
The mind, the will, the emo-
tions, and even the body come 
to us blank. The body has not 
been turned loose to defile itself. 
The soul (the mind, the will, and 
the emotions) has not been left 
to itself yet.

O the beauty of a newborn 
child! Everyone agrees with this 
little statement. Did you ever 
consider what makes a newborn 
child so beautiful? It is more 
than the pink skin on its cheeks. 
When you hold a newborn child 
in your arms, you are holding a 
living soul with nothing writ-
ten on it. There it is, innocent 
and open like a blank piece of 
paper. Nothing has been written 
on it yet, it is innocent. This is 
what makes a newborn child so 
beautiful.

Now, what will happen if 
we take this beautiful innocent 
child and put it in the wrong 

environment for five years? If 
we leave the child to itself, with 
all its openness, in the midst of 
anger, lust, and gluttony, what 
will happen to the child? If we 
submit the heart of this child 
to all the world has to offer on 
television (evil spirits, conflict, 
hatred, pornography, drugs, 
drinking, and stealing), what 
kind of child will we have in 
five years? As we look into that 
child’s face, will we still see in-
nocence, purity, and openness? 
We all know the answer. In some 
cases, you don’t have to wait five 
years; two years, even just one 
year, will show the change. In 
the evil environment of an inner 
city, the soul of the child can be 
imprinted with all kinds of evil.

Now, let’s look at the positive 
side of this illustration. If we 

Innocence is what 
makes a newborn child 

so beautiful.
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instead put the same child, with 
its sweet, open innocence, into a 
righteous environment, what do 
you think we will have at the end 
of five years? If we place the child 
in the midst of love, kindness, 
purity, church life, the Bible, a 
spiritual atmosphere, and all 
that we have been discussing, 
we will get a very different child. 
I think we can all agree with this 
and understand how it happens. 
This is why we say a child is the 
mirror of its parents. The true 
life of the parents is etched out 
in the soul of their children by 
the things the child hears and 
the things it senses.

Both types of children are 
pictured in Figure 1 at this point 
in their lives. They are both 
unregenerate, needing to be 
born again by the Spirit of God. 
However, consider how differ-
ently they come to the place of 
personal salvation, because of 
their environments.

The life of the parents is 
etched on the soul of the child. 
Oh parents, I hope we are alert 
and can grasp the implications 
of this. Can we see the impact of 
the positive and negative sides? 
The negative potential makes 
our task urgent; but the posi-
tive potential makes our task 
exciting. 

Both types of children will 

grow up and hopefully hear the 
same plan of salvation someday. 
They both will need to be saved. 
They both will have to deal with 
their own self-centered nature. 
But let me ask you a question: 
which one has the better chance, 
and which one would you rather 
be? 

What a blessing and favor 
we give our children when we 
recognize what God wants to 
do with them and begin to work 
with God to preserve their souls 
from many evil patterns. 

Loose the Heavy Burdens
I know all children are self-

centered, born after Adam with a 
sinful nature. I know we cannot 
preserve them from everything, 
but we can preserve them from 
many things. What a tremen-
dous burden we place on them 
if we neglect our responsibilities 
and let them just grow up on 
their own.

Some people might say here, 
“Well, someday my children will 
get converted, and then they 
will be all right.” This is only 
partially true. Yes, your children 
will have an opportunity to give 
their lives to God, but they also 
will have more burdens to bear 
in their Christian lives. The 
process of sanctification will be 
much harder for those who were 
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left to themselves when they 
were young. I had some major 
things to deal with after I was 
converted. For instance, I was 
lazy and didn’t like to work hard. 
After I was born again, I had to 
deal with this sin. I faced it many 
times until it was totally rooted 
out of my life.

If we neglect training our 
children, we place a heavy bur-
den on them that they have to 
drag along with them. Yes, God 
will help them. Yes, God will 
set them free. Yes, God can give 
them victory over every one 
of these sins. God can change 
every character flaw in their 
lives as the life of Jesus is mani-
fested in their flesh. But it is so 
much easier for a child coming 
to conversion who was trained 
according to the Bible pattern. 
Such a child gets converted and 
takes off running for the glory 
of God.

Some of the verses we have 
addressed take on new meaning 
when we look at them in the 
light of these diagrams. “A child 
left to himself brings shame to 
his mother.”

Again, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it.”

And one more, “If you strike 
him with the rod, you will save 
his soul from Sheol [hell].”

Do you see it? Our children 
are not yet converted, but we 
are responsible to train their 
souls and their bodies, looking 
forward to the day when they 
will give their hearts to God and 
be converted.

May God renew our vision 
and help us to see, “I have a child 
from the Lord.” God Himself 
places them one by one into our 
hands. We must realize, “Here is 
a living soul given into our care. 
God wants to possess this vessel 
someday.” For every one of our 
children, let’s consider each of 
the four areas in the diagram: 
the mind, the will, the emotions, 
and the body. All the teaching 
given so far covers these four 
areas of a child’s person.

The process of 
sanctification will 

be much harder for 
children who were left 

to themselves.
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The Mind
When God gives us a baby, 

this baby has a clean mind. It is 
empty. It has nothing in it yet. 
It is like a new computer. A new 
computer comes with sufficient 
data for it to function, but its 
main storage is blank. What 
will we do with the clean, fresh 
mind of our children? What 
kind of data will we put into 
their minds? What kind of im-
pressions will we allow to flow 
freely into their minds? Will we 
protect our children’s minds 
from the multitudes of media 
vying for the opportunity to fill 
them? These are good questions 
for challenging our hearts. It is 
not right to allow this little child 
to be filled with useless data, 
foolish data, worldly data, and 
especially not filthy data. Will 
we, out of our neglect, allow his 
blank mind to be filled with all 
that?

As we all know, the things 
that go into the mind do not 
go away. They are etched on 
the memory. Many of us have 
hundreds of memories we wish 
we could take out of our minds. 
Praise God, we can push such 
memories to the back and fill our 
minds with good things. We can 
renew our minds with beautiful 
things from the Bible. All this 
helps, but unwholesome things 

you did, thought, or saw remain 
in the back of your mind. They 
sit there just waiting for the right 
input, such as a little phrase of 
a worldly song while you walk 
through the grocery store. At 
this signal, those unwanted 
memories come marching like 
soldiers into the front of your 
mind. This is how the mind 
works.

We do our children a great 
service if we stand guard over 
all the data that goes inside their 
young minds. They are not old 
enough to guard their minds on 
their own; that is our respon-
sibility. We are responsible to 
make decisions for our children 
about television, radio, books, 
computers, and magazines. The 
list is endless. People behind all 
these media are vying for the 
opportunity to fill our children’s 
minds with things that should 
not be there.

What kind of words will enter 
children’s minds at home? What 
will they hear? Will they sit at the 
feet of parents having an argu-
ment, again and again? Some 
parents think, “Oh, that child is 
only one year old. They don’t un-
derstand anything.” This is not 
how you should look at it. You 
are feeding data into the child’s 
“computer,” and all that data will 
bear fruit someday. All the hate-
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ful words, all the silly words, and 
all the harsh words you speak 
will go into their minds and bear 
fruit. God is calling us parents to 
sanctification. We as Christian 
parents are not allowed to live 
in ungodly behavior patterns 
any more.

But what about the positive 
side? We have the opportunity 
to fill that “computer” with data 
that will bless the children’s lives 
for the rest of their days. At our 
house, we have used the Bible 
on cassette to fill the minds of 
all our children. From the time 
they were a year old, they went 
to sleep listening to the Bible. 
Sometimes they went off to 
sleep, but other times, they just 
lay there listening.

Many chapters of the Bible 
can be hidden away in children’s 
minds. Bible stories, holy books, 
sermons, and theology discus-
sions on Sunday afternoon—all 
these can be used to influence 
the mind of a child. The fam-
ily table is an excellent place to 
fill their minds with the holy 
and the right. I approach each 
mealtime with purpose and vi-
sion, planning out things I want 
to talk about. There are times 
when the breakfast discussion 
gets so good and extended that 
we just sing a hymn and go to 
prayer. I tell the family, “We 

have been having devotions 
already.”

The songwriter Fanny Crosby 
is a beautiful illustration of 
this point. Fanny Crosby got 
converted when she was about 
thirty-one years old. When 
Fanny lost her eyesight as a little 
girl, her grandmother said, “I am 
going to be Fanny’s eyes.” She 
told Fanny how beautiful the 
sunsets and the sunrise were. 
She sat next to this little girl and 
went over Bible verses, again and 
again. Fanny Crosby literally hid 
scores of chapters of the Bible 
away in her mind.

One day the Spirit of God 
came to dwell inside Fanny 
Crosby. When the Word of God 
and the Spirit of God met each 

The family table is an 
excellent place to fill 
children's minds with 

what is holy and right.
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other inside the being of Fanny 
Crosby, thousands of hymns 
rolled out. Hallelujah! What a 
hymn-making machine she was 
for the glory of God!

I’m not saying that if we do 
all these things our children will 
not need to be converted. They 
will be self-centered instead of 
God-centered until the Lord 
Jesus comes to sit on the throne 
of their hearts by His Spirit. But 
there is much we can give them 
in preparation for that day. 
When the Word of God and the 
Spirit of God meet in the being 
of our children, beautiful things 
will start flowing out.

The Will
Let us go on to the will. The 

will of the child must be in 
subjection to the parents from 
an early age. I have given much 
instruction on this subject al-
ready; however, I want to pick it 
up again to make a point. 

The mind-set of parents 
toward their children’s wills 
should be, “Not your will, but 
my will be done.” Why? Because 
someday God will require them 
to say, “Not my will but Yours 
be done.” Someday our children 
will need to yield their wills to 
God, and this will be much easier 
if all their life they are taught to 
yield to their parents. I believe 

that is why God tells children 
only one thing in Scripture: 
“Obey your parents.” If they do 
this with all their heart, then 
when God knocks and says, “My 
son, give Me your heart,” it will 
be much easier.

Remember our discussion of 
Susanna Wesley in an earlier 
chapter? This yielding of her 
children’s wills to God is what 
she was after. The will of the 
child was of utmost importance. 
I mention this again here so you 
can see how it connects with 
the child’s conversion. We must 
ensure that our child’s will is 
yielded to our will.

Many everyday activities can 
be used to bring the child’s will 
into subjection and hold it there. 
Children have foods they don’t 
like, toys they want to play with, 
and chores they don’t feel like 
doing. There are naps they don’t 
want to take and mornings when 
they don’t want to get up. There 
are many opportunities to train 
the child’s will. We should be 
asking ourselves the question, 
“Is my child’s will yielded to me?”

The Emotions
The affections and feelings of 

children, like the other parts of 
their being, come to us  totally 
blank. We have the blessed op-
portunity to train the palate of 
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their soul from the time of birth. 
Just as a parent enjoys introduc-
ing new foods to a growing baby, 
we can enjoy training our small 
children to love what we love. 

Here is where example is 
extremely important. What we 
choose to love, our children will 
choose to love. Although God is 
not living inside a four-year-old 
child, that child can love going 
to church if you love to go to 
church. He can learn to love 
singing godly songs or going out 
on the streets to pass out tracts. 
Words and repetition do not 
teach affection for what is good; 
it is taught only by the example 
of the parents. The child emo-
tionally senses what the parent 
loves, and the child finds his 
affections attached to the right 
things, even though God is not 
controlling him yet.

A little two-year-old boy will 
want his Bible in his hand. He 
can’t read it, and he doesn’t 
know what is in it, but there 
is something inside him that 
he picked up from his father 
and mother that says, “There 
is something special about this 
book called a Bible.” He holds 
it in his little hand and carries 
it to church proudly. What is he 
doing? He is attaching his affec-
tions to the things his parents 
love. Someday the Spirit of God 

will come inside that child, and 
then he really is going to get 
excited about the Bible.

Until then, let us use our 
example to guide the affections 
of our children in the ways 
they should go. We must guide 
them to love what is right and 
hate what is wrong. Watch the 
thrill level of your children. (I’ll 
say more about this in the next 
chapter.) What thrills your chil-
dren? This tells you what their 
affections are attached to. Today 
that thrill of affection is called a 
rush. I want my children’s emo-
tions to rush when they walk 
through the doors of the church 
on Sunday morning.

Our emotions cover more 
than just our affections. Emo-
tions also include anger, love, 
and many other feelings. A child 
should be trained to express the 
proper emotions at the proper 
times. Wouldn’t it be a blessing 
to children if they had never 
had an outburst of anger in 
their emotional experiences? It 
is possible. If they never see and 
hear outbursts of anger at home, 
and they are never allowed to 
view them on TV, they may not 
ever express them. Emotions are 
caught, as I explain in the next 
chapter.

The whole purpose of teach-
ing and training is to fill the 

Loaves & Fishes • Issue 27  |  39



mind with the right things, to 
guide the will to choose the 
right, and to encourage the 
emotions to get excited about 
the right things. If you work 
on these three things together, 
godly character will grow in the 
hearts and lives of your children, 
even though God is not inside 
them yet.

The Body
Now let’s consider the body. 

We do our children a great favor 
if we help them gain control 
over their bodies. We do them 
a great favor if we protect them 
and help them keep their bod-
ies pure. They will each have 
to live with the body they were 
given and the patterns it follows 
for the rest of their days on the 

earth. If we guide our children 
with loving direction into proper 
habits, these will just be normal 
life to them.

For example, when you hear 
the alarm go off in the morning, 
do you jump right out of bed? If 
not, I can almost guarantee that 
when you were growing up, no 
one made you get up on time. So 
now, many years later, though 
you love God and want to do 
what is right, you don’t get up 
when the alarm goes off. 

For your children, getting 
up on time can be as normal 
as 1-2-3. When the alarm goes 
off, you get out of bed. You tell 
your body, “Body, get up! I’m in 
charge, and it is time to get up.” 
Or, “You are going to eat green 
beans, body. I’m in charge. Not 
you.” Some people think it is 
ridiculous to work with your 
children this way, but if you 
don’t teach them to rule their 
bodies, their bodies will rule 
them. A well-trained child can 
look at those green beans on 
their plate and say, “No, they’re 
not my favorite. But we are 
going to eat green beans today 
because that is what Mom has 
put on the plate.” He can even 
learn to thank God for those 
beans with a sincere heart.

Help your children bring their 
bodies under subjection. Watch 

We do our children a 
great favor if we help 
them gain control over 
their bodies.
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over them, guide them, and keep 
them from defiling their bod-
ies. Don’t let them play behind 
closed doors. Don’t let them go 
play in the outbuildings or back 
bedrooms on Sunday afternoon 
while you’re having such a good 
time talking about the Bible. 
They may defile their body by 
the suggestion of a playmate.

It is our urgent responsibility 
to watch over these things. Why? 
Because someday God will come 
and live inside them, and they 
will have to deal with their bod-
ies as Christians. Praise God, He 
can deliver them and purify their 
passions, but how much better if 
we keep them from these things 
in the first place. Communicate 
with your children about these 
things on whatever level they 
understand, God giving you 
wisdom. The purpose is to teach 
them to keep themselves pure.

I am not talking about making 
robots out of your children. I am 
talking about having a vision and 
understanding where God is go-
ing with them. I intend to guide 
my children in such a way that 
they will have a ten-step head 
start on where I was when I was 
born again. How beautiful is the 
life of the child whose body and 
soul have been guided and dis-
ciplined in right paths! It’s easy 
to see what will happen when 

such a child comes to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. The 
battles then will be short-lived 
if we have helped them in these 
areas as children.

John Wesley was not convert-
ed until he was thirty-five years 
old, but the things his mother 
planted in him gave him an ad-
vantage. All the things she kept 
from him and all the disciplines 
she ordered for his life helped 
him. He knew how to get up in 
the morning. He knew how to 
drink the castor oil that didn’t 
taste good. He knew how to 
be content with simple things. 
Then, when he was thirty-five 
years old, he was listening to 
the introduction to the book of 
Romans by Martin Luther, and 
a light went on inside his soul. 
God came to live in that man 
named John Wesley. God, liv-
ing within him, turned England 
upside down. He didn’t have a 
lot of garbage from his past life, 
and he rose, went forth, and ran 
for the glory of God.

I have been doing a lot of 
research into godly homes of 
the past. I have observed that 
the men and women who were 
preserved and trained this way 
seemed to have more grace on 
them after they were converted. 
There was a special blessing 
on them. When the Spirit of 
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God comes to live inside chil-
dren who have been guided 
through their days in Christian 
principles, they “hit the ground 
running.” The others, like me, 
stumble around quite a bit. We 
love God, but we face struggles 
we would not have to deal with 
if we had been trained in godly 
practices from a young age. Let’s 
give our children that edge we 
didn’t have. May God help us.

Prayer
O God, who lives in man, hear 

us. We pray for wisdom to build 
temples for the living God to live 
in. Lord, we live in a difficult age. 
Media is everywhere calling to 
our little ones. Make us strong 
to protect them in Jesus’ name. 

 Amen.

Send Your Work to Loaves & Fishes!
Do you have a testimony, poem, or other inspirational writing to 

share with the rest of our readers? To improve your chances of be-
ing published in Loaves & Fishes, please keep the following in mind:

• If your poetry uses rhyme and rhythm, the rhyme and rhythm 
should be consistent throughout the poem.

• The message of the writing should be clear and focused, not 
rambling from subject to subject.

• The writing should be consistent with the truth of the Bible.

• If you write your Christian testimony, it should not focus on 
your sinful past or your attempts at self-improvement, but 
on God’s redemptive work in your life.

We receive far more submissions than we can use. Thoughtful 
attention to these guidelines will increase your chances of having 
your work published.
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In the town of Vladimir lived a 
young merchant named Ivan 

Dmitrich Aksionov. He was a 
handsome, blond, curly-headed 
fellow who loved fun and sing-
ing. One summer morning, as 
Aksionov was preparing to at-
tend a fair and telling his family 
goodbye, his wife said to him, 
“Ivan Dmitrich, don’t go; I had a 
bad dream about you last night.”

Aksionov laughed. “You’re 
afraid I’ll get drunk in town.”

His wife replied: “I don’t 
know what I’m afraid of; all I 
know is I dreamed when you 
came back from town and took 
off your cap, your hair was all 
gray.”

Aksionov laughed again. 
“That’s a lucky sign,” he said. 
He kissed her goodbye, his driver 
started the horses, and they 
drove away.

Half-way to town, Aksionov 
met another merchant he knew, 
and they picked the same inn to 
stay for the night. After drinking 
a little tea, they went to bed in 
adjoining rooms. 

The next morning, Aksionov 
paid his bill and left early with 
his driver. He had gone about 

twenty-five miles when a fast 
carriage overtook him, carrying 
a government officer and two 
soldiers, and signaled him to 
stop.  The officer began firing 
questions at him: “What’s your 
name, and where are you from? 
Where did you stay last night? 
Were you alone or with someone 
else? Did you see the other mer-
chant this morning? Why did 
you leave the inn before dawn?”

Puzzled, Aksionov told the 
officer everything he could re-
member about the night before. 
“Why are you questioning me 
like I’m some kind of thief?” he 

God Sees the Truth,

But Waits

The officer began firing 
questions at Aksionov.
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asked. “I am traveling on busi-
ness, and I need to be going.”

“The merchant who slept 
next to your room last night has 
been found with his throat cut,” 
said the officer. “We’re going to 
have to search your luggage.” 
The soldiers and the police of-
ficer opened Aksionov’s luggage 
and began digging through it. 
Suddenly the officer pulled a 
knife out of a bag and held it up. 
It was covered with blood. “So 
whose is this?” he asked.

Aksionov’s face turned pale, 
and he started trembling. “I—
don’t know,” he gasped. “I—I’ve 
never seen it before!” 

“That house was locked from 
inside, and nobody else was 
there,” said the officer. “How did 
you kill him? How much money 
did you take?”

Aksionov swore he was in-
nocent, but the police-officer 
ordered the soldiers to bind him 
and throw him in the cart. They 
confiscated his money and his 
luggage and locked him up in the 
nearest town. He was charged 
with murdering a merchant 
from Ryazan and robbing him of 
twenty thousand rubles.

Aksionov’s wife was in despair 
and didn’t know what to believe. 
Bringing all their small children 
with her, she went to the town 
where her husband was in jail, 

and after much begging, she fi-
nally got permission to see him. 
She told him how things were at 
home and asked about what had 
happened to him. 

After he told her the whole 
story, she asked, “What can we 
do now?”

“We need to appeal to the 
Czar not to let an innocent man 
die.”

His wife told him she had al-
ready sent an appeal to the Czar, 
but it had been rejected. “It was 
not for nothing I dreamed your 
hair had turned grey. Remem-
ber? You should not have gone 
to the fair that day.” 

She ran her fingers through 
his hair. “Vanya,” she said, “tell 
your wife the truth; it was you, 
wasn’t it?”

“So you suspect me, too!” said 
Aksionov, and he buried his face 
in his hands and cried. A guard 
came to say that his wife and 
children needed to leave, and 
Aksionov said good-bye to his 
family for the last time.

After they left, Aksionov 
thought about what his wife had 
said. “It seems only God knows 
the truth; it is to Him alone we 
must appeal, and from Him 
alone expect mercy.” And Ak-
sionov gave up all hope of being 
acquitted, wrote no more peti-
tions, and only prayed to God.
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Aksionov was found guilty 
of the murder and robbery and 
sentenced to be whipped and 
sent to hard labor in the mines. 
For twenty-six years he lived 
as a convict in Siberia. His hair 
turned white as snow, and his 
beard grew long, thin, and grey. 
He never told jokes anymore; 
he walked slowly, with a stoop; 
he spoke little but prayed often.

With money he earned mak-
ing boots in prison, Aksionov 
bought The Lives of the Saints. 
He read this book whenever he 
had time and enough light. On 
Sundays in the prison chapel 
he read the lessons and sang in 
the choir, for his voice was still 
good. The prison authorities 
liked Aksionov because he never 
made trouble, and his fellow-
prisoners respected him; they 
called him “Grandpa,” and “The 
Saint.” When they petitioned the 
prison authorities, they always 
made Aksionov speak for them, 
and they often came to him to 
have him settle their fights.

No news reached Aksionov 
from his home; he did not even 
know if his wife and children 
were still alive.

One day a fresh gang of 
convicts arrived at the prison. 
In the evening the old prison-
ers gathered around the new 
ones and asked them where 

they came from and what they 
were sentenced for. Aksionov 
sat near the edge of the circle 
to listen.

One of the new convicts, a 
tall, strong man of sixty, was 
telling the others what he had 
been arrested for. “I merely 
took a horse that was tied to a 
sleigh, and they arrested me for 
stealing! I explained that I only 
took it to get home quicker and 
then let it go, but ‘no,’ they 
said, ‘you stole it.’ The strang-
est part of it is that I’ve done 
much worse things than that, 
but never got in trouble—actu-
ally, that’s a lie; I did get sent to 
Siberia once before, but I didn’t 
stay long.”

“Where are you from?” some-
one asked.

Only God  
knows the truth.
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“From Vladimir. My name 
is Makar, and they also call me 
Semyonich.”

Aksionov raised his head and 
said, “Tell me, Semyonich, do 
you know anything about the 
Aksionovs of Vladimir? Are they 
still alive?”

“Sure I know them. They’re 
rich, but their dad’s in Siberia: 
a sinner like ourselves, it seems! 
How did you get here, Grandpa?”

Aksionov did not like to speak 
of his troubles. “I’ve been here 
twenty-six years,” he sighed.

“What for?” asked Makar.
“Never mind,” said Aksionov. 

“I must have deserved it.” 
That was all he would say, 

but the others told the new con-
victs how someone had killed a 
merchant and put the knife in 
Aksionov’s luggage, so that he 
had been unjustly convicted.

When Makar Semyonich 
heard this, he looked at Ak-
sionov, slapped his knee, and 
exclaimed, “That’s amazing, 
man! You’ve aged so much I 
never would have known you!”

“What do you mean?” asked 
Aksionov. “Did you hear some-
thing about the crime, or did you 
see me somewhere before?”

“Oh, I’m sure I heard some-
thing; the world’s full of rumors. 
But it was a long time ago, and 
I’ve forgotten what I heard.”

“Maybe you heard who re-
ally killed the merchant,” said 
Aksionov.

Makar Semyonich laughed 
and replied “It must have been 
the man with the knife in his 
luggage! If somebody else hid 
the knife there, ‘He’s not a thief 
till he’s caught,’ as they say. How 
could anyone put a knife into 
your bag while it was under your 
head without waking you up?”

Aksionov was sure he was 
talking to the real murderer. He 
got up and walked away. 

All that night Aksionov lay 
awake. He was miserable. In 
his mind rose the image of his 
wife as he remembered her the 
day he left for the fair. He saw 
her face and eyes as if she were 
present; he heard her speak and 
laugh. Then he saw his children, 
quite little, as they were when he 
went to prison: one with a little 
coat on, another at his mother’s 
breast. He remembered himself, 
young and cheerful as he used 
to be. He saw in his mind the 
place where he was flogged—the 
executioner, the people standing 
around. He remembered the 
chains, the other convicts; his 
twenty-six years of prison life, 
and his premature old age. He 
felt like killing himself.

“And it’s all his fault!” thought 
Aksionov. He longed for revenge 
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on Makar Semyonich, even if he 
had to die for it. He kept repeat-
ing prayers all night, but they 
brought no peace. During the 
day he did not go near Makar 
Semyonich or even look at him.

Two weeks passed like this. 
Aksionov could not sleep at 
night, and was so miserable he 
did not know what to do.

One night as he was walking 
around the prison, he saw some 
earth come rolling out from 
under one of the bunks. As he 
stopped to see what it was, Ma-
kar Semyonich crawled out from 
under the bunk and looked up 
at Aksionov with a scared face. 
Makar was digging a hole under 
the wall and smuggling the dirt 
out in his boots when they did 
field work.

“Keep quiet, old man, and 
you’ll get out too,” he hissed. “If 
you squeal, they’ll whip me to 
death, but I’ll kill you first.”

Aksionov trembled with an-
ger as he stared down at his 
enemy. “I don’t want to escape, 
and you don’t have to kill me; 
you killed me long ago! I’ll ei-
ther tell on you, or not, as God 
directs me.”

The next day, when the con-
victs were led out to work, the 
guards figured out that one of 
the prisoners had emptied dirt 
out of his boots. They searched 

the prison and found the tunnel. 
The head of the prison ques-
tioned the prisoners, but they 
all denied knowing anything. 
Finally, knowing Aksionov was 
an honest man, the head of the 
prison turned to him. “You are a 
truthful old man; tell me, before 
God, who dug the hole?”

Makar Semyonich stood near-
by, looking as if he didn’t have a 
care in the world. He never 
glanced at Aksionov. Aksionov’s 
lips and hands trembled, and for 
awhile he could not say a word. 
He ruined my life, thought Ak-
sionov. Why should I protect him? 
Let him pay for what he did for me. 
But I could be wrong, and what 
good would it do me anyway?

“I can’t say, sir,” Aksionov 
replied. “It is not God’s will that 
I should tell! Do what you like 
with me.” And no matter how 
they questioned him, he would 
say no more.

Just as Aksionov fell asleep 
that night, Makar Semyonich 
slipped through the darkness 
and knelt by his bed. “What do 
you want now?” asked Aksionov. 
“Go away or I’ll call the guard!”

“Ivan Dmitrich,” whispered 
Semyonich, “forgive me! I killed 
the merchant and hid the knife 
in your bag. I meant to kill you 
too, but I heard a noise and 
escaped out the window. For-
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give me, for the love of God! I’ll 
confess it, and you can go free.”

“It’s easy for you to talk,” said 
Aksionov, “but I have suffered 
for you these twenty-six years. 

Now my wife is dead and my 
children have forgotten me. I 
have nowhere to go.”

Makar Semyonich beat his 
head on the floor and sobbed. 
“I can’t bear to think what I 
did to you, yet you had pity on 
me, and did not tell on me. For 
Christ’s sake forgive me, wretch 
that I am!”

Then Aksionov began to weep 
too. “God will forgive you!” he 
said. “Maybe I am far worse than 
you.” And his heart grew light, 
and the longing for home and 
freedom left him. 

Makar Semyonich did confess 
his guilt, and Aksionov was par-
doned, but by the time the order 
for his release arrived, Aksionov 
was already dead.

Adapted from Leo N. Tolstoy

God will forgive you; 
maybe I am far worse 
than you.

Somewhere in James 1
Unscramble the hidden verse (NKJV).

fI ennoay oanmg oyu kntish he si ersiiuglo, and sode not dielrb sih 
ugnoet but desceiev his onw ahtre, sthi oen's orinielg si lsessue.

Reference:                                                  
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䜀漀搀 椀猀 最漀漀搀Ⰰ 䜀漀搀 椀猀 最爀攀愀琀℀
䠀攀 猀愀瘀攀搀 洀礀 氀椀昀攀 眀椀琀栀 愀 瀀爀椀猀漀渀 最愀琀攀⸀
䴀礀 氀椀昀攀 眀愀猀 攀洀瀀琀礀Ⰰ 洀礀 猀瀀椀爀椀琀 搀攀愀搀㬀
䠀攀 最愀瘀攀 洀攀 愀 挀栀愀渀挀攀 琀漀 挀氀攀愀爀 洀礀 栀攀愀搀⸀

䈀爀漀欀攀渀 搀漀眀渀 愀渀搀 戀攀愀琀攀渀 甀瀀Ⰰ
䠀攀 洀愀搀攀 洀攀 眀栀漀氀攀 愀渀搀 ǻ氀氀攀搀 洀礀 挀甀瀀㬀
䠀䠀攀 琀漀漀欀 琀栀椀猀 眀愀猀琀攀搀 ˻攀猀栀 漀昀 洀椀渀攀Ⰰ
䄀渀搀 䠀攀 猀栀漀眀攀搀 洀攀 栀漀眀 䤀 挀漀甀氀搀 猀栀椀渀攀⸀

吀栀爀漀甀最栀 䨀攀猀甀猀 䌀栀爀椀猀琀 愀渀搀 䠀椀猀 最爀愀挀攀Ⰰ
吀栀攀 眀漀爀搀 椀猀 洀椀渀攀Ⰰ 昀漀爀 洀礀 攀洀戀爀愀挀攀㬀
䤀✀洀 渀漀 氀漀渀最攀爀 ǻ氀氀攀搀 眀椀琀栀 猀栀愀洀攀 愀渀搀 昀攀愀爀Ⰰ
䈀甀琀 昀愀挀椀渀最 氀椀昀攀 眀椀琀栀 愀 瘀椀猀椀漀渀 挀氀攀愀爀⸀

䘀漀爀 椀渀 琀栀攀 匀瀀椀爀椀琀 椀猀 琀栀攀 眀愀礀
吀吀漀 戀攀 昀爀攀攀 搀愀礀 戀礀 搀愀礀㬀
匀漀 椀昀 礀漀甀✀爀攀 搀漀眀渀 愀渀搀 挀愀渀渀漀琀 猀攀攀Ⰰ
䜀漀 眀椀琀栀 䜀漀搀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 䠀攀✀氀氀 猀攀琀 礀漀甀 昀爀攀攀℀

吀椀渀愀 䔀最最氀攀猀琀漀渀 
䰀䌀䤀Ⰰ 伀挀愀氀愀Ⰰ 䘀䰀

吀栀攀 䜀爀攀愀琀渀攀Ǡ 漀昀 䜀漀搀
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