


With each morning’s sunrise,
The message shines right through.
He whispers softly in my ear
Those sweet words: “I love you!”
In the song of nature’s singing,
In the quiet summer breeze,

With the crackling of the thundeWith the crackling of the thunder,
Through a baby’s gentle sneeze

Can be found His love and goodness,
Through everything that is;
He tells us that He loves us
And that we are truly His.

In my heart and in my being—
IIn every thought I think,

The thing of which I’m certain is
That He will not forsake.

His love in every part of life—
His love is there to share;

Grab handfuls and then toss them,
For it's up to us to share.
GodGod’s love is ever growing,
Sent daily from above;

Every good thing I say or do
Is only through His love!

Anthony Benedetto
Columbia Correctional Institution, Lake City, FL

 God's 
     Love
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Faith in Action
By doing the Father’s will in 

every detail, Jesus was able to fin-
ish the work He came to do and 
redeem us back to God. As dis-
ciples of Jesus, should we not also 
be concerned about doing the will 
of our heavenly Father? What role 
does “doing His will” play in our 
relationship with Him? 

According to Jesus, doing 
God’s will is required for being a 
part of His kingdom: “Not every-
one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heav-
en, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven” (Matthew 
7:21; also Matthew 12:50).

In Matthew 21, Jesus showed 
us what doing the Father’s will 
looks like: “‘28A man had two 
sons, and he came to the first 
and said, “Son, go, work today 
in my vineyard.” 29He answered 
and said, “I will not,” but after-
ward he regretted it and went. 
30Then he came to the second 
and said likewise. And he an-

swered and said, “I go, sir,” but 
he did not go. 31Which of the two 
did the will of his father?’ They 
said to Him, ‘The first.’ Jesus said 
to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you 
that tax collectors and harlots 
enter the kingdom of God before 
you. 32For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him; but tax 
collectors and harlots believed 
him; and when you saw it, you 
did not afterward relent and 
believe him.’”

The son who actually worked 
in the vineyard was the one 
who did the father’s will. Jesus 
rebuked His listeners for be-
ing like the second son—they 
thought they were God’s people 
but refused to believe John the 
Baptist. In the parable, Jesus 
spoke of “working in the vine-
yard” and “believing” as if they 
were the same thing—the son 
who worked in the vineyard had 
faith, while the son who stayed 
home did not.

A Living Faith
Lavern Gingerich
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Faith Alone?
There is a “gospel” that says 

all you need for salvation is a 
mental assent of faith in Jesus, 
so that whether you actually go 
“work in the vineyard” makes no 
difference in your standing with 
the Father. Since you are inca-
pable of doing anything good, 
the Father will reject you if you 
ever start thinking your work is 
helping you gain His acceptance. 
However, the emphasis in Jesus’ 
message is clearly reversed—the 
Father is very concerned about 
our working, and unless we 
work in the vineyard, nothing 
we can say or think has merit in 
pleasing the Father.

James agrees with Jesus: “What 
does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can faith 
save him?” (Read James 2:14–26). 
Faith without works is no more 
helpful than wishing a starving 
brother a full stomach without 
lifting a finger to feed him—the 

man is still hungry. “For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is dead 
also” (v. 26). Many Bible teach-
ers today stress that works done 
outside of faith are dead, but 
again, the emphasis in Scripture 
is reversed—faith without works 
is nothing more than a corpse.

A human is a single being 
made up of body and spirit, not a 
spirit trapped in a body or a body 
possessed by a spirit. In the same 
way, the whole of Christianity 
is believing and following Jesus, 
not “earning salvation through 
works” or “just believing.” The 
Greek word for believe is very sim-
ilar to obey; in the parable of the 
two sons, as well as in other parts 
of Scripture, these two concepts 
are even used interchangeably, 
as in Acts 10: “Whoever fears 
Him and works righteousness 
is accepted by Him” (v. 35) and 
“Whoever believes in Him will 
receive remission of sins” (v. 43). 
Also see Hebrews 3:16–19.

Faith in Jesus is much more 
than raising your hand or making 
a profession. Faith is embracing 
the teachings and principles 
Jesus taught, regardless of the 
cost. Faith is loving Jesus with 
all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, and keeping His com-
mandments. Faith means giving 
your entire life to Jesus.

Faith without works is nothing 
more than a corpse.
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Branches on the Vine
In John 15, Jesus illustrated 

what it means to live in Him: 
“I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in 
Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can 
do nothing.” By grace through 
faith, Jesus makes us a brand 
new “sprout” on His vine (v. 16). 
Without Him, we can do noth-
ing, but by His power, we begin 
to bear delicious fruit that glori-
fies the Father (vv. 5 and 8). 

Salvation is not only getting 
onto the vine by grace, but also 
abiding in Him from a sprout to 
a mature branch bearing much 
fruit. Salvation can’t be earned 
by obeying Jesus any more than 
it can be by believing in Him, 
yet obedience to Jesus is part 
of abiding on the vine (v. 10). 
The attached branches that fail 
to bear fruit will be cut off and 
thrown into the fire (vv. 2 and 6).

The Power of the Gospel
The Apostle Paul was “16not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salva-
tion for everyone who believes” 
(Romans 1:16). He named a list 
of gross sins committed by those 
who have rejected God (read 
1:24–32), but went on to explain 
that God’s kindness leads us to 
repentance and a life of obeying 
the truth: “6He will render to 
each one according to his works: 
7to those who by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honor 
and immortality, he will give 
eternal life; 8but for those who 
are self-seeking and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness, there will be wrath and 
fury”ESV (read 2:1–10).

There is a “gospel” that says 
we are too lost for God to actu-
ally make us good, so He labels 
us “good” on behalf of Jesus, and 
whenever God looks at us, He 
sees us as righteous whether we 
actually become righteous or not. 
This is like the father in Jesus’ 
parable convincing himself that 
both sons really went to work 
in the vineyard, even though the 
second son is actually at a party 
goofing off. This weak gospel 
teaches an abstract righteous-
ness separated from a changed 
life. However, according to the 
Scriptures, you may profess faith 

Faith in Jesus is much more than 
raising your hand or making a 

profession. It means giving your 
entire life to Jesus.
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in Jesus until the day you die, 
but if you are still practicing evil, 
your profession is worthless (see 
John 3:17–21).

Compared to the weak gospel 
of abstract righteousness, the 
true Gospel of Jesus is much more 
powerful and exciting, for it actu-
ally changes people’s lives. People 
who were once greedy, immoral, 
proud, and angry become loving, 
pure, self-controlled, and Christ-
like in every way. In Revelation 
19, the saints are wearing pure 
white linen, which represents 
the righteous acts of the saints—
the righteousness which comes 
through faith in Christ (Philip-
pians 3:9). Jesus lived, died, and 
rose again to set us free from 
Satan’s grip over our lives and to 
give us power to stop sinning and 
actually become righteous.

If we do happen to sin, there 
is still forgiveness (1 John 2:1–2), 
but those who are born of God 
will begin to practice righteous-
ness: “In this the children of God 
and the children of the devil are 
manifest: Whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is he who does not love 
his brother” (1 John 3:10). 

At the Judgment
“And I saw the dead, small and 

great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another 

book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, 
by the things which were written 
in the books” (read Revelation 
20:11–15; 22:12–15 and Matthew 
16:27; 25:31–46).

Our place in heaven will 
not be based on a prayer we 
prayed, a magic formula we 
followed, or a theology we held 
to, but on whether we were con-
nected to Jesus and did what He 
said. “28Little children, abide in 
Him, that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and 
not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming. 29If you know 
that He is righteous, you know 
that everyone who practices 
righteousness is born of Him”  
(1 John 2:28–29).

My prayer is that you are 
motivated to study more of 
Jesus and forsake everything 
for His sake. If you are troubled 
about your relationship with 
God, confess any known sin, 
surrender your will to God, and 
ask Him to reveal more truth as 
you read the Bible and pray. You 
will never have to apologize for 
standing on His words, and they 
will lead you to life. 

Those who are born of God will 
begin to practice righteousness.
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How do you plead?” the judge 
asked.

I swallowed. I hadn’t realized 
how difficult this would be. 
“Guilty,” I answered.

I would have liked to ex-
plain, to say that I am usually 
very law-abiding, to show how 
circumstances were different 
this time. But I knew the judge 
had probably heard every excuse 
there was. Mine would be no 
different. So I quietly accepted 
the sentence and paid my fine.

* * * * *

Guilty. We have all felt guilty at 
one time or another. More than 
that, we have all been guilty.

What is guilt?
What is this thing called 

guilt, anyway? For one thing, it 
is a feeling. The child who raids 
the cookie jar feels guilt; you 
can tell because he hides to eat 
the cookie. When you or I do 
wrong—when we break one of 
God’s laws—we feel guilt too.

There is a good reason we 
feel guilt when we do wrong: 

we are guilty. In other words, 
guilt is more than the feeling 
that comes from knowing we 
have done wrong; it is the state 
of having done wrong.

Who is guilty?
We all know what it is like to 

be guilty. Everybody has made 
wrong choices— sometimes 
costly, sometimes embarrassing, 
sometimes painful, and some-
times insignificant. However, 
the problem of guilt goes deeper 
than merely having made un-
wise choices. It goes directly into 
our hearts and our makeup. We 
have a sinful nature. We have 
chosen to rebel against God’s 
authority, to go our own way, 

We have chosen to rebel  
against God’s authority,  

to go our own way,  
and to follow our own desires.

Guilty or Forgiven?

“
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and to follow our own desires. 
In our rebellion, we are guilty be-
fore God and stand condemned.

No one can stand before 
the holy, just, almighty God 
and proclaim himself innocent 
of self-rule and sin. God has 
told us in the Bible, “There is 
none righteous, no, not one” 
(Romans 3:10). “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23).

What about guilt feelings?
God gave each of us a con-

science to govern our lives. 
When we violate God’s will, 
our conscience makes us aware 
of our sin and condemnation. 
This awareness is the feeling of 
guilt. We feel guilty because we 
are guilty. 

That means guilt feelings are 
a blessing from God. Imagine the 
results if we felt no guilt when 
we sinned. We might continue 
ignorantly in wrongdoing and 
condemnation. The feeling of 
guilt does for the soul what pain 
does for the body: it warns us of 
a problem and motivates us to 
do something about it.

How do people attempt to 
deal with guilt?

Guilt is a hard master. It eats 
at the memory, torments the 
mind, and drives people crazy. 

Some people seem to be able to 
suppress their guilt feelings eas-
ily, while others may be driven 
to extremes to escape these 
feelings. Regardless, every guilty 
person seeks some way to allevi-
ate the painful weight of guilt.

Some try to soothe their guilt 
by doing penance: Surely if I deny 
myself of something I especially 
enjoy, I’ll make up for my sin, and 
God will forgive me. Doing pen-
ance never brings real peace. 
King David, struggling under 
the guilt of adultery and murder, 
realized this when he said, “For 
You do not desire sacrifice, or 
else I would give it” (Psalm 51:16).

Some try doing good deeds to 
make up for their sins—giving to 
charities, volunteering for com-
munity services, or helping their 
neighbors. They hope their good 
works will outweigh the bad on 
the judgment day. That doesn’t 
work either. God’s Word says, 
“Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us” 
(Titus 3:5). No amount of good 
works will wipe out guilt.

Some people spend thousands 
of dollars on counseling in an 
attempt to eradicate their guilt. 
They are told that guilt is not real, 
that guilt feelings are the result 
of their upbringing, and that if 
they learn to ignore guilt, their 
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problem will be solved. Many 
of these people have convinced 
themselves that they are not 
guilty. Though their guilt feelings 
may shrink to hidden shadows in 
their hearts, the guilt remains.

If you have dulled your con-
science, you may be able to do 
things you know are wrong and 
not feel guilty. But that does not 
erase your guilt. Until you re-
pent, you are still guilty of living 
in defiance to God’s authority, 
and you are still subject to the 
penalty—eternal death. That 
you do not feel guilty does not 
mean guilt is not doing its ter-
rible work in your being.

Do not let anyone convince 
you that you can do wrong and 
get by with it. God says clearly, 
“Let no one deceive you with 
empty words, for because of 
these things [sin] the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience” (Ephesians 5:6).

Is there a way to resolve guilt 
successfully?

There is! Listen to what God’s 
Word says.

“Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins” (Acts 2:38).

“Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved” 
(Acts 16:31).

“If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Repent! Believe! Confess! 
Simple, yet profound.

To repent means to turn 
around in sorrow. In sin, we 
have been going our own way. 
We must turn around and begin 
walking God’s way.

To believe in Jesus means we 
must acknowledge that He is 
God’s provision for our sins. We 
were guilty and condemned to 
die. But God loved us enough to 
make a way for us to be forgiven. 
He did this by sending His per-
fect Son to die on the cross as a 
sacrifice for our sins. “For Christ 
also suffered once for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18).

God raised His sinless Son 
from the dead and exalted Him 
above all others. Jesus is now 
seated at the right hand of God 
and reigns in the hearts of those 

Jesus still pleads  
with those living in rebellion  

to surrender their lives to Him.
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who love and trust Him. In His 
great mercy, Jesus still pleads 
with those living in rebellion to 
surrender their lives to Him and 
accept His pardon.

This is the Gospel—the Good 
News—to you: “that if you con-
fess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved” 
(Romans 10:9).

To confess means to acknowl-
edge what is true. To confess our 
sins means to tell God truthfully 
in what ways we have violated 
His law. When we confess our 
sinfulness and ask God to forgive 
us, He deletes our guilt. God’s 
forgiveness takes care of the 
guilt problem. No longer are we 
guilty before Him. We are for-
given! “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far has He removed 
our transgressions [sins] from 
us” (Psalm 103:12).

After forgiveness, then what?
No more guilt! “Therefore, 

having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). 
Being in a right relationship with 
God results in a glorious peace 
of mind.

No more living in sin. “No 
one who is born of God will 
continue sinning knowingly, 

because God’s nature dwells in 
him and he cannot practice sin-
ning because he is born of God” 
(1 John 3:9, paraphrased).

When God forgives, He cleans 
us up, gives us His Holy Spirit, 
and puts in us His new life. This 
life of God gives us the desire 
and the power to live according 
to His will.

No more fear. Jesus deliv-
ers “those who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage” (Hebrews 
2:15). We naturally fear death, 
because we know that after 
death comes judgment. “And 
as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judg-
ment” (Hebrews 9:27).

* * * * *

On Judgment Day, you will 
stand before a just and holy 
God who cannot allow sin in 
His presence. His verdict will 
determine not whether you will 
pay a small fine but where you 
will spend eternity.

What will the verdict be? 
Guilty or forgiven? 
Copyright Christian Light Publications. Used by permission.

This life of God gives us  
the desire and the power  

to live according to His will.
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“No one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Luke 9:62

Playing a musical instrument 
is fun and satisfying, so it’s 

no surprise that many people try 
to learn. Yet few of those who 
start practicing an instrument 
ever master the skills needed to 
play it well. Why is this? 

If you have ever tried to learn 
to play an instrument, you know 
why so many people give it up. 
Playing an instrument takes a lot 
of time and requires giving up 
other things. It can be expensive. 
It’s painful; in the early stages, 
your mouth, fingers, or arms 

will ache. Until you develop 
some skill, you can’t even make 
beautiful music. This is why only 
a small percentage of people 
ever become skilled at playing 
an instrument.

If you never learn to play a 
musical instrument, you may 
miss out on a bit of pleasure, 
but you can live a successful 
and happy life without that 
skill. However, there is another 
matter that will make an infinite 
difference in your life.

Practicing Godliness
Far more important than 

whether you can play a musical 
instrument is the question of 
whether you are “fit for the king-

Keep Practicing
Mike Fisher

Like learning to play  
an instrument,  

following Jesus requires 
sacrifice and discipline 

but brings great rewards 
to the one  

who perseveres.
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dom of God” (Luke 9:62). As Paul 
told Timothy, “Bodily exercise 
profits a little, but godliness is 
profitable for all things, having 
promise of the life that now is 
and of that which is to come”  
(1 Timothy 4:8). Unlike physical 
or mental exercise, Paul says, 
godliness bears fruit both in this 
life and in eternity.

Like learning to play an 
instrument, following Jesus 
requires sacrifice and discipline 
but brings great rewards to the 
one who perseveres. Following 
is a series of exchanges from 
Luke 9 between Jesus and some 
people who wanted to be His 
disciples:

57Now it happened as they jour-
neyed on the road, that someone 
said to Him, “Lord, I will follow 
You wherever You go.” 58And Jesus 
said to him, “Foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
His head.”

59Then He said to another, “Fol-
low Me.” But he said, “Lord, let 
me first go and bury my father.” 
60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead 
bury their own dead, but you go 
and preach the kingdom of God.” 

61And another also said, “Lord, I 
will follow You, but let me first go 
and bid them farewell who are at 
my house.” 62But Jesus said to him, 
“No one, having put his hand to 

the plow, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God.”

The first person described 
above said to Jesus, “Lord, I will 
follow You wherever You go.” 
Like someone observing the 
soaring, effortless performance 
of a master musician and deter-
mining that he will play like that 
someday, this person looked at 
Jesus’ life and longed to live the 
same way. 

Like this man, many people 
today admire Jesus and talk of 
following Him; yet many of them 
lose interest the moment Jesus 
asks them to do something dif-
ficult. Like a wise music teacher, 
Jesus warns those who dream of 
following him that it will not be 
an easy path. No matter where 
your Teacher calls you, you will 
face hard times. Jesus told this 
man he would no longer have 
a place to call home. He would 
not have even the freedom and 
security of wild animals. From 
now on, he would have no other 
purpose than to go where he was 
called by the Teacher.

When you commit to achiev-
ing excellence, your time is no 
longer your own. Often you 
will need to give up relaxing or 
socializing to practice and study. 
You cannot do everything in life, 
so success in one area means 
sacrifice in another.
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A few highly dedicated pro-
fessional musicians become so 
well-known that their whole 
identity is intertwined with 
their music; all most people 
know about Yo-Yo Ma is that 
he is the world’s most famous 
cellist. However, most people 
either aren’t interested in focus-
ing their lives so intensely on 
one thing, or aren’t willing to 
submit to the discipline it would 
take. In the same way, only a few 
people are willing to commit the 
sacrifice and discipline it takes to 
follow Jesus to the point where 
their identity becomes inter-
twined with His.

Of all the pursuits we can 
be passionate about, follow-
ing Jesus is the most worthy of 
our dedication and energy—
“godliness is profitable for all 
things.” Yet many people cling 
to their personal freedom and 
comfort, refusing to follow Jesus 
or quitting when it gets difficult.

A Single Aim
Now look at the next con-

versation recorded in Luke 9: 
“Then Jesus said to another, 
‘Follow Me.’ But this man said, 
‘Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father.’”

An old proverb says, “The 
good is the enemy of the best.” 
In itself, there is nothing wrong 
with burying your father. How-
ever, if it keeps you from obeying 
what Jesus has called you to do, 
that “good” thing becomes a 
wrong choice. 

In a world full of options, fol-
lowing the call of Jesus means 
that spending your time on 
anything else becomes, in a 
sense, sin for you. You must 
forsake all else to be Jesus’ dis-
ciple. You have to become 100% 
devoted to Jesus and say no to 
everything else.

When you say yes to Jesus, 
you will receive a hundred 
times what you may have given 

The rewards  
of discipline, study,  

and training  
are worth the effort.

12  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 3012  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 30



up in order to follow Him! 
“And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters 
or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundred-
fold, and inherit eternal life”  
(Matthew 19:29).

The rewards of discipline, 
study, and training are really 
worth the effort. James says, 
“Therefore, brothers, be pa-
tient until the Lord’s coming. 
See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, 
waiting patiently for it until it re-
ceives the early and latter rain.”  
(James 5:7).

To the man who wanted 
to bury his father, Jesus said, 
“Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and preach the 
kingdom of God.” As disciples 
of Jesus, we have a different 
mission from other people. 
Spreading the good news of the 
kingdom of God is our life’s pur-
pose. Everything else—hobbies, 

friends, entertainment, careers, 
education, and possessions—be-
comes secondary.

The next person Luke records 
said to Jesus, “Lord, I will follow 
You, but let me first go and bid 
them farewell who are at my 
house.” Here is another man 
who makes the commitment to 
follow Jesus—but first he wants 
to go and say good-bye to his 
family.

Jesus said to this man, “No 
one, having put his hand to the 
plow, and looking back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God.”

Did Jesus really need to go to 
this extreme? Why could this 
man not go back to his house 
to say goodbye? It seems this 
was Jesus’ way of finding out 
who was in dead earnest about 
following Him. Jesus knew the 
hard times His disciples would 
face, and he knew that people 
with only a casual admiration 
for Him would not be prepared 
to stand the trials ahead.

Jesus has little use for 
those who put their 

hand to the plow and 
then look back.
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Jesus has little use for those 
who put their hand to the plow 
and then look back. Today we 
are surrounded by examples of 
this. Many people decide that 
following Jesus is not for them. 
They are excited about Jesus 
at first, but then other things 
begin to seem more interesting. 
They become bored, distracted, 
or tired of the trials, and they 
give up.

Followers Who Don’t
One of the saddest things 

about today’s world is the 
number of people who call 
themselves Christians but don’t 
seem to be producing any real 
evidence of it in their lives.

In 1952, an American compos-
er named John Cage composed 
a piece of music which he called 
4'33" (4 minutes 33 seconds). The 
score instructs the performers 
not to play their instruments 
during the duration of the piece. 
For 4 minutes and 33 seconds, 
the musicians do nothing, and 
the “music” consists of any 
sounds that can be heard dur-
ing that time. If the audience 
can hear birds chirping, water 
dripping, or paper rustling, that 
is the music.

A performance of 4'33" is 
something like the lives of many 
“Christians” today, who don’t 

actually obey or follow Jesus. 
They are like a violin player 
who never plays the violin, or a 
piano student who never actu-
ally touches a keyboard.

Jesus said, “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven. Many will say 
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many won-
ders in Your name?’ And then 
I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!’”  
(Matthew 7:21–23).

When that time comes, it will 
not matter what we said about 
our faith. All that will matter 
then is whether we knew and 
followed Jesus in real life. 

Does this mean Christianity 
is a “works religion”—a legalis-
tic life of following rules? Once 
again, consider music lessons. Is 
learning to play an instrument 
merely a burden? Does a good 
music teacher give assignments 
that are too hard and harshly 
criticize every wrong note the 
student plays? Of course not! 
Learning from a master teacher 
is a joyful and rewarding experi-
ence that can build a deep and 
lifelong relationship between 
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the teacher and the student. 
Learning to follow Jesus is just 
the same.

Like a Child
In Matthew 11:25, Jesus de-

scribes the kind of people who 
are best suited for the lessons 
He wants to teach. “I thank 
You, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hidden 
these things from the wise and 
prudent and have revealed them 
to babes.”

The best time to learn to play 
an instrument is as a child. Why 
do you think this is the case? 

For many of us, our great-
est need is not to learn more, 
but to unlearn bad ideas and 
habits. Children are quick to 
learn and have fewer bad hab-
its than adults. In fact, Jesus 
says God has chosen to hide 
certain things from smart and 
educated people and to reveal 
them instead to those who have 

the innocence and humility of 
children. 

“Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in Your sight. All 
things have been delivered to Me 
by My Father, and no one knows 
the Son except the Father. Nor 
does anyone know the Father 
except the Son, and the one to 
whom the Son wills to reveal 
Him. Come to Me, all you who 
labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For My yoke is 
easy and My burden is light.”  
(Matthew 11:26–30).

Jesus is inviting us to come 
and take lessons from Him. We 
need to be humble enough to 
start the class from the begin-
ning, letting Him be our Lord 
and master and teacher. As we 
give up our own ways to follow 
Him, the intense lessons and the 

We need to be  
humble enough  
to start the class  

from the beginning, 
letting Jesus  

be our teacher.
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daily practices lead us into the 
beautiful music of the kingdom 
of God.

A yoke is made for two. As 
we learn to make the music of 
the kingdom of God, we be-
come coworkers with Christ. 
As we submit ourselves to His 
lordship, we find that follow-
ing Jesus is rest, and working 
with Him is easy. Keeping God’s 
commands is a delight, not a 
burden, because it brings vic-
tory! 1 John 5:3–4 says, “For this 
is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments. And His 
commandments are not bur-
densome. For whatever is born 
of God overcomes the world. 
And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.”

Never Give Up!
The more a musician plays 

and learns, the more joy the mu-
sic brings to the musician and 
others. In the same way, follow-
ing Jesus brings more freedom, 
joy, and mastery the longer we 
practice it.

When we fail, God is more 
patient than any human teacher 
could be. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful to forgive us. Ro-
mans 15:5 calls Him the “God of 
patience and comfort.”

Faithful Christianity is not 
“works religion.” We do not earn 

the right to be Jesus’ students by 
getting “perfect grades.” All of us 
are equally hopeless without the 
great Teacher to help us, and if 
we have attained anything, it is 
because of His help.

Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:5, 
“Now the purpose of the com-
mandment is love from a pure 
heart, from a good conscience, 
and from sincere faith.” Our 
Teacher does not want legal-
istic students who follow His 
instructions just because they 
have to; yet it is impossible to be 
a student without heeding and 
obeying the Teacher. 

As followers of Jesus, we 
each play our own unique 
instruments, and we are at 
different stages of mastery, but 
we all have the same patient 
Teacher, who leads us in mak-
ing beautiful music together 
in the church, the body of 
Christ. Sometimes we miss a 
note or fail to harmonize cor-
rectly, but the most important 
thing is to keep practicing. 
We have a small taste of the 
rewards now, but a time is 
coming when our reward will 
be complete. 

“Let us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due season we 
shall reap if we do not lose heart” 
(Galatians 6:9). Keep practicing!
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Lamp and Light Publishers, Inc.

Free Bible Study Courses!
Lamp and Light Publishers is a non-profit ministry that specializes in 

Bible Correspondence Courses. We offer 22 courses in English, 18 courses 
in Spanish, and courses in French, Portuguese, and German. We want to 
make these Bible studies available to you.

How it works

Use the enrollment form on the other side of this page to enroll. We 
will then send you the course of your choice.When you have studied the 
lessons, you complete the test(s) and mail them to our office for grading. 
We then send you the next study books. You only pay postage to send us 
the tests; the study booklets are yours to keep. We give a small certificate of 
recognition for every course completed successfully.

We will continue to send you courses as long as you are interested or 
until you have studied all the courses.

A few of the courses we offer:

The First Step: A basic study of the Gospel of John; 
requires no previous Bible knowledge. 4 books, 20 
lessons.

Steppingstones to God: Discusses basic concepts 
of God, the Bible, sin, salvation, and the Christian 
life. 4 books, 10 lessons.

Footprints of Christ: Practical teaching on every-
day discipleship and the Christian life. 4 books, 20 
lessons.

In Step With the Prince of Peace: A 
study of the Bible’s teaching on love and 
non-resistance. 4 books, 10 lessons.

The Faith Worth Dying For: A look at the historic Chris-
tian faith, with practical applications for us today. 1 
book, 13 lessons.
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Genesis

• Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and of the Old Testament.

• Author. The author of Genesis is anonymous in the text but in 
the Jewish and Christian tradition is understood to have been 
Moses. Genesis and the next four books have historically been 
called the books of Moses.

• Time of Writing. Genesis (a Greek word meaning “source” or 
“generation”) is understood to have been written in the fifteenth 
century before Christ, during the exodus of the Jews from Egypt 
to Palestine. The original audience would have been the Jewish 
nation in the Arabian wilderness.

• Historical Context. The Genesis narrative covers at least 2,000 
years of time. Beginning with the creation of the Earth itself, it 
explains the origin of many other things, including the human 
race, marriage, sin, and death. It also reveals God’s intention to 
build a kingdom of redeemed men and women. It speaks of the 
establishment of cities and of ancient customs and civilizations. 
A key historical event in Genesis is the story of the worldwide 
flood in the time of Noah. Genesis focuses particularly on the 
origin and early history of the Jewish race, the people through 
which God chose to bring His Son Jesus, the Christ, into the 
world to redeem all of mankind.

• Summary. Genesis tells the story of the creation of all things, 
followed immediately by man’s fall into sin and separation from 
God. The spread of evil throughout the earth resulted in God’s 
judgment by means of a universal flood, which spared only one 
man, Noah, and his family. God then began to carry out his plan 
of redemption, establishing the nation of Israel, descended from 
a faithful man named Abraham.

Let’s Study...

Mike Fisher
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Through Abraham, God planned to redeem the entire fallen 
world to Himself. God protected and blessed Abraham’s de-
scendants, the Jews, throughout the Genesis narrative. In spite 
of their disappointments and failures, God showed his miracu-
lous power on their behalf. At the end of the book, the Jewish 
people find themselves in Egypt, where God has brought them 
to survive a terrible famine in their own land of Palestine, but 
where they will become enslaved as a people.

• Themes. Creation is a strong theme in Genesis, and the culmi-
nation of God’s creative work is man himself, created in God’s 
image. Another key theme is death, the grievous result of man’s 
sin. Yet another strong theme in the book is judgment, as shown 
by the severity of the global flood and the death of all mankind 
except Noah’s household. A fourth theme is covenant, or agree-
ment—for example, God’s covenants with Noah and Abraham 
showed God’s desire to reach out to the people He had created. 
The Genesis story also includes numerous instances of God’s 
providence, or special care for His people.

• Book Outline

I. The Origin of the Universe (Genesis 1–11)
A. The Creation of the World (Genesis 1–2)
B. The Fall of Man (Genesis 3–5)
C. The Great Flood (Genesis 6–9)
D. The Confusion of Languages (Genesis 10–11)

II. The Origin of the Jewish People (Genesis 12–50)
A. Abraham (Genesis 12–24)
B. Isaac (Genesis 25–26)
C. Jacob (Genesis 27–36)
D. Joseph (Genesis 37–50)

• Key Verses. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1).

“I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses 
you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” 
(Genesis 12:3).
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• Study Exercises:
 » Read the book of Genesis. It is a sweeping narrative; the 

foundations of the Christian world-view are laid in this book.
 » As you read, list the things you learn about who God is. For 

example, in the first chapter we learn that God is powerful, 
creative, imaginative, and relational. We see His love of 
beauty and variety. As you read, you will find evidence of 
many other powerful attributes of God’s divine character. 
Pray that God will show Himself to you as you read.

• Questions
 » What does it mean to be made in the image of God?
 » What were the far-reaching consequences of the sin of man-

kind in the Garden of Eden?
 » How did God provide for the salvation of Noah, his family, 

and the animals of the earth during the Great Flood?
 » What was the extreme test of Abraham’s faith, after which 

God told him, “I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore,” and 
“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
because you have obeyed My voice”?

 » What were the rewards of Joseph’s faithfulness after many 
years of suffering?

 » How can the reconciliation of Joseph and his brothers give 
us hope in our own broken relationships?

Some material from ExecutableOutlines.com, by Mark A. Copeland. Used by permission.

�o�
     created  
      the heavens and the earth.
   Genesis 1:1

In the beginning
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The Story of Noah’s Ark
Andrew Zimmerman

The story of Noah’s ark in 
the book of Genesis has 

long stirred the imaginations of 
people young and old. Accord-
ing to Genesis, Noah, following 
God’s instructions, built a ship 
that served as a haven for a family 
of humans and enough animals 
to repopulate the new world 
after a world-wide flood. But 
the story leaves many questions 
unanswered: What was it like for 
Noah and his family to live with 
those creatures for a year? Where 
did they get food for everyone? 
Were there cages for the animals?

God’s warning to Noah and 
His instructions to build an ark 
are great examples of how God 
provides for His creation. The 
story of Noah’s ark illustrates the 
salvation available to each of us 
through Jesus Christ.

The global Flood is one of the 
most widely known events of all 
time, and is described in ancient 
stories from across many cul-
tures. We know the Bible account 
of the Flood is true and histori-
cally accurate because it is God’s 
Word. However, biblical skeptics 
claim there are many reasons the 
account cannot be true. One of 
the reasons they believe this is 

Science in Creation

Andrew has had an avid interest 
in science since he started 
studying it in his early years of 
school. Because of his interest in 
science and his belief in a literal 
six-day creation, he enjoys 
telling others about creation 
science. He lives in Central 
Pennsylvania with his wife and 
children.
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that they presuppose that ancient 
humans were intellectually infe-
rior to modern humans. 

It is fascinating to take an ob-
jective and practical look at how 
the story of Noah’s ark compares 
with other facts we know. The 
ark described in Genesis was not 
just an overgrown houseboat 
with giraffes looking out the 
top, as depicted in children’s 
Bible story books, but a large, 
seaworthy vessel. Depending 
on the exact size of Noah’s cubit 
measure, the ark may have had 
around 2 million cubic feet of 
space inside, and each of the 
three floors could have been 
about an acre in size. The long, 
rectangular shape would have 
given the boat stability.

One key point skeptics often 
misunderstand is how many ani-
mals had to be on the ark. How 
many animals would it have 
taken to repopulate the earth 
after the flood? 

To answer this question, 
let’s try to understand the kind 
we read about in Genesis. The 
creation account refers to each 
living creature being created 
“after its kind”. The ark account 
also refers to kinds. The word 
“kind” would not have repre-
sented the species. Rather, it 
would be more equivalent to 
what scientists today call the 

genus. For example, the genus 
Canis includes wolves, jackals, 
and domestic dogs. The “kind” 
could even mean the family. 
The family Canidae includes 
the genus Canis, as well as other 
species of dog-like animals, in-
cluding foxes.

The abundance of animal 
species we have today arose 
over millennia through the 
rearrangment, selection, and 
even loss of genetic informa-
tion that originated in the DNA 
of the original created pair of 
each kind. In other words, the 
wide range of dog breeds could 
have arisen from a single canine 
kind. The canines God created 
on day six contained the genetic 
information for all the species 
and variations we see today, 
from the poodle to the Saint 
Bernard.

The story of Noah’s ark 

illustrates the salvation 

available to each of us 

through Jesus Christ.
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This increase in the num-
ber of species is not evolution 
creating new kinds; it is simply 
variations within a kind. In-
dividual breeds are often the 
result of selective breeding for 
specific traits; purebreds have a 
very limited range in the varia-
tions of their traits, resulting in 
generations of offspring that are 
all much like one another. 

Depending on how we clas-
sify the kind, creation scientists 
estimate that about 2,000 to 
16,000 animals and birds would 
be enough to populate the post-
flood world. The ark carried a 
pair, a male and a female, of ev-
ery kind, and seven pairs of each 
clean kind. However, the clean 
kinds were only a small frac-
tion of the total—Leviticus lists 
about thirteen kinds. So most of 
the kinds were represented by a 
single pair on the ark.

Was there enough room 
on the ark to house all of the 
animals and to store enough 
food for everyone for a year? 
With the three acres of floor 
space and the “rooms” God told 
Noah to build, there would be 
enough capacity for thousands 
and thousands of animals. It 
would have made sense to bring 
younger and smaller pairs, espe-
cially of the large kinds, so we 
wouldn’t expect a full-grown 
elephant on the ark, or a giant 
Brontosaurus.

How much labor was re-
quired of the eight people caring 
for several thousand animals? 
What types of feeders and waste 
removal systems did they use? 
How was the ark ventilated to 
keep the air fresh? John Wood-
morappe, in his book Noah’s 
Ark: A Feasibility Study, answers 
skeptics’ arguments against the 



practicality of Noah’s ark, and 
provides a variety of design ideas 
and possible solutions.

Woodmorappe suggests that 
it would have made sense to 
store food near the animals, 
perhaps in overhead storage 
compartments. This would 
have reduced the labor needed 
for feeding. There may even 
have been self-feeders, pro-
viding continuous access to 
dried feed from large storage 
compartments; think of a bird 
feeder with a hopper, but on a 
larger scale.

We don’t know what technol-
ogy may have been available to 
Noah and his sons. The Bible 
and other historical sources do 
not support the evolutionary 
concept that modern humans 
are much smarter and more 
capable than ancient humans 
in general. Consider that the 
ancient Chinese and Egyptians 
had pipes for transferring water. 
The pyramids of Egypt are huge 
structures built before modern 
equipment was available. 

Some of the pre-Flood tech-
nology is mentioned in Genesis 
4. It is quite possible that much 
technology was lost with the 
Flood and took thousands of 
years for men to regain. The 
extended lifespans of antedilu-
vian (pre-Flood) people would 
have made it possible for a single 
person to learn and accomplish 
much more in a lifetime than 
anyone can today.

To help us better visualize the 
ark and the Biblical Flood, the 
creationist organization Answers 
in Genesis is building a full-size 
replica of what the ark may 
have looked like. Complete with 
animal sculptures, this will be 
a more accurate representation 
of Noah’s ark than most of the 
illustrations in Bible story books.

What happened to the ark? 
Does it still exist today? Many 
explorers have searched for 
Noah’s ark in the mountains of 
Turkey, but no one has provided 
conclusive evidence of finding 
the actual ark of Noah. With the 
volcanic activity in the region, it 
is highly likely that the wood of 
the ark was destroyed thousands 
of years ago.

Noah was a “preacher of righ-
teousness” (see 2 Peter 2:5). The 
people in Noah’s day had a time 
of opportunity to enter the ark 
as Noah preached to them, but 

Creation scientists estimate 

that about 2,000 to 16,000 

animals and birds would be 

enough to populate the post-

flood world.

Loaves & Fishes • Issue 30  |  25



they chose to ignore Noah’s offer 
of safety and to continue in their 
wicked ways.

The rainbow that Noah and 
his family saw after disembark-
ing was a sign of God’s promise 
never to flood the whole world 

again. When you see a rainbow, 
remember that God cares for 
His own. Make sure you are in-
side the ark of safety—salvation 
through Jesus. Today is your day 
of opportunity. 
Resources: Noah’s Ark: A Feasibility Study, John Woodmorappe 
www.arkencounters.com

Today is your day of opportunity.

Somewhere in Psalm 86
Unscramble the hidden verse (NKJV).

orf uoy, olrd, are gdoo, nad draye ot oifgevr, dna unbadatn ni 
mryec ot lal ehsto ohw clal pnou ouy.

        

        

Reference:     
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2

3

4 5

6 7

8 9

10

11 12 13

14

Down
1. But He said to them, “Why are you 

so ___? How is it that you have no faith?” 
(Mark 4:40).

2. So the Lord said, “If you have faith as 
a ___ seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 
‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in 
the sea,’ and it would obey you” (Luke 17:6).

3. I have fought the good fight, I 
have ___ the race, I have kept the faith  
(2 Timothy 4:7).

7. Then He touched their eyes, say-
ing, “___ to your faith let it be to you” 
(Matthew 9:29).

8. For we walk by faith, not by ___  
(2 Corinthians 5:7).

9. Now the ___ shall live by faith; but if 
anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure 
in him’ (Hebrews 10:38).

10. Then He said to the woman, “Your 
faith has ___ you. Go in peace” (Luke 7:50).

13. Watch, stand fast in the faith, be ___, 
be strong (1 Corinthians 16:13).

Across
4. For you are all sons of God through 

faith in ___ Jesus (Galatians 3:26).
5. That your faith should not be in 

the ___ of men but in the power of God  
(1 Corinthians 2:5).

6. When Jesus saw their faith, He said 
to the ___, “Son, your sins are forgiven you” 
(Mark 2:5).

10. Above all, taking the ___ of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one (Ephesians 6:16).

11. But do you want to know, O fool-
ish man, that faith without ___ is dead?  
(James 2:20).

12. And immediately Jesus stretched out 
His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
“O you of little faith, why did you ___?” 
(Matthew 14:31).

14. So then faith comes by ___, and 
hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).

Created on TheTeachersCorner.net Crossword Maker. Clues taken 
from the NKJV.

Faith 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Free on the Inside
Prisoners encourage Prisoners

Someday these gates will open,
And once more I shall be free;
A fact that makes me wonder,

What will become of me?

Have I a future awaiting me,
Such as the past I’ve known?

Will I be accepted by my loved ones,
Or forever walk alone?

What of the friends that I once knew,
But haven’t seen in years?

Will they accept my friendship again
Without any doubts or fears?

Are there opportunities of employment
For such a man as I?

Or will I have to strike again
In order to just get by?

Yes, someday these gates will open,
And once more I shall be free;
A fact that makes me wonder,

What will become of me?

��ou��ts of a �onvic�

Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed.  

   John 8:36

Rubin Fuentes, Bare Hill Correctional Facility, Malone, NY



—Testimony— 
True Freedom

Shanon Amberson, Bullock County Correctional Facility, Union Springs, Alabama

My entire adult life was spent 
serving my country in the 

United States Army. I fought for 
the freedom and rights guaran-
teed every American citizen in 
the U.S. Constitution and its 
amendments. After twenty years 
of service to this country, I never 
stopped to truly think about 
freedom. I had spent my entire 
life trying to be successful in my 
military career, ultimately gain-
ing the rank of Chief Warrant 
Officer 2, raising two beautiful 
daughters to be successful, show 
respect and manners, and excel 
above their peers. I was also a 
good husband to my beautiful 
wife and made her proud to be 
married to me. I thought I had 
life figured out. I thought this 

was freedom—the true Ameri-
can dream!

During my last tour of Iraq, 
I received an injury that forced 
me to retire. After returning 
home, I was charged with a seri-
ous crime, arrested, convicted, 
and sentenced to serve 25 years 
in the custody of the Alabama 
Department of Corrections. 
Initially, I was ready to end my 
own life! I lost my wonderful 
family, the freedom I thought I 
had, and all my worldly posses-
sions. The pride I had of serving 
the greatest country in the world 
had diminished. I was angry at 
the state and the country, as well 
as many others. I felt that all the 
time I spent in combat and de-
fense of this country was in vain. 

I thought I was free and 
successful, when I was 
really living in my own 
little prison.
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I began studying law and fight-
ing my case. I also rededicated 
my life to Jesus Christ, and the 
study of His word.

What God gave me with the 
studying of the law and my 
case is truly a blessing, but the 
real knowledge and wisdom I 
gained while in prison is ulti-
mately from God’s Word! I feel 
like this is my real reason for 
being in prison. I have been 
active in Alabama’s faith and 
character-based program for 
over two years and have learned 
more about God’s word in this 
short time than I learned in my 
previous forty years of life. It is 
as if I spent forty years in the 
wilderness.

Of course, as with all inmates, 
freedom is on my mind daily. 
I finally understand that I was 
deceived by Satan to think I was 
free and successful in living the 
American dream, when I was 
really living in my own little 
prison the whole time, along 

with my family. I was bound by 
Satan, held hostage by worldly 
possessions and the pride of all 
I had done. This deception took 
my mind off serving God and 
thanking Him for all I had and 
for keeping His hand over me all 
those years. Satan’s deception 
also took my mind off raising my 
family in a good Christian home. 
Instead, my focus was solely on 
this short life and the success I 
could gain from it. God showed 
me very quickly how all that can 
be taken away, like a rug being 
swept out from under you.

While in this prison, physical-
ly incarcerated, I’m finally free! 
I’ve finally understood the real 
definition of freedom, and it’s 
not freedom from incarceration. 
True freedom is the freedom 
Jesus Christ gave when He died 
on the cross for you and me, and 
then rose from the dead. All have 
sinned and fallen short of God’s 
glory. But when Jesus died on 
the cross, He gave each one of 

As I sit locked in 
this prison, I’m as free 
as I’ve ever been  
in my life.

30  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 3030  |  Loaves & Fishes • Issue 30



us the provision to be forgiven 
of our sins. That is true freedom! 

Once you make Jesus Christ 
your Lord and Savior, you will 
find the freedom I speak of—
the freedom to live forever in 
heaven with Jesus. You will also 
find that this life is not about 
you and your success—it’s all 
about Him and His will for your 
life. Although He will bless you 
abundantly if you serve Him, 
that is not the purpose of our 
lives. The blessings will come 
in His time, if we serve Him 
faithfully.

As I sit locked in this prison, 
I’m as free as I’ve ever been in my 
life. I know God is in control of 

my life and that all things work 
together for the good of those 
who love the Lord. When God 
wants me to get my family back, 
it will be done. When God wants 
me to walk through those gates, 
it will be done.

If we put on the whole armor 
of God (Ephesians 6), we will 
be able to stand firm against 
all strategies of the devil. Don’t 
make the mistake of falling into 
the devil’s trap of this fast-paced 
world; instead, put on the whole 
armor of God. Allow God to lead 
you on the narrow path that 
few seem to travel—the path in 
which you too can experience 
true freedom. 

Can you imagine a day without night,
No blind men or cripples anywhere in sight?

No robbing or killing, not even a fight,
No prostitutes or drug dealers to roam the streets at night.

No starving children or diseases to fight,
No one called black, Hispanic, or white.

For that must be what heaven is like;
So remember this poem at bedtime each night.

And say your prayers before turning out the light,
Preparing your soul for such a life.

James Allen Hendrix, Wheeler Correctional Facility, Alamo, GA

Imagine



I awaken in this lonely place, day after day;
Sometimes I wonder how life ended up this way.

Every second I spend in this dark cell
Wondering if I’ll ever leave this cold jail,

I think of my family and loved ones at home
And realize this is not where I belong.

I roll out of my bunk, get down on my knees;
I close my eyes and bow my head and ask, “God please

Forgive me and come into my heart.
I ask you, Lord, to lead me in a new start.

I thank you God, for your saving grace and love,
For there is no love like the good Lord above.

Tears of joy I will now cry—all my fears I kiss goodbye;
I’ll continue to wake in this place day after day,

But I’ll not be alone or cold, and darkness will not prevail.
I’ve asked God’s forgiveness, and to be released from my mental hell.

I ask you, Lord God, please show me the way.
In Jesus’ name, I pray.

Amen.

Joshua Dyal 
Jenkins Correctional Center, Millen, GA

�a�theShow Me



—Testimony— 
My Faith Story

Monica Shively, Calhoun County Jail, Anniston, AL

Hello, my name is Monica 
Shively. I am a 32-year-old 

divorced mother of three won-
derful boys: Tony, 15; Justin, 
12; and Hayden, 10. I have been 
incarcerated for 2-1/2 years 
at the Calhoun County Jail in 
Anniston, Alabama. This is my 
faith story of how I came close 
to Jesus.

Before I knew my Savior 
Christ Jesus, my life was going 
nowhere but straight to hell. 
All I wanted to do was drink, do 
drugs, and party. I was always 
stealing, telling lies, and cheat-
ing on my husband. I was a bad 
wife, mother, and daughter. 
Before I knew it, my life was 
in the devil’s hand. Here I was 
with three handsome boys to 
love, cherish, and share with 
God, yet I wasn’t putting my 
heart into motherhood. I shut 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit out 
of my life. 

Now I’m done. I want to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.

When I was a small child, my 
mother taught me about Jesus, 

so I’ve always known who Jesus 
was; I just didn’t fully let Him 
in until now. I grew up going to 
church. I was always told that 
God sent His Son to Earth so we 
could be forgiven of our sins and 
that Jesus came to experience 
life like we do as humans. “For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.” (John 3:16). I also learned 
that God blesses those who are 
humble (1 Peter 5:5).

Since I gave my life to Jesus, 
I’ve changed the way of thinking 
that was leading me astray like 
the lost sheep (Luke 15:1–7). I 
learned that God loves us deeply 
and is full of mercy, so He gave 
us new life. Even when I was 
dead in sin, God’s grace saved 
me (Ephesians 2:1–10).

At one point I was far away 
from God, but now I belong to 
Christ Jesus. He shed His blood 
for all of us so we could be for-
given of our sins and brought 
close to God the Father.
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Thank God for forgiveness! 
On February 3, 2015 I asked the 
Lord Jesus to please forgive me 
of my sins. I want to allow His 
will to be done in my life. I want 
to do His work with my hands. I 
want His words to pass through 
my mouth to others’ hearts. I 
want my body to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit at all times. I do 
nightly Bible studies to get closer 
to Jesus and to learn His word. I 
do what I can to spread His word 
and to do His work behind these 
walls. I want to share the good 
news of God’s love with others, 
because of the grace He’s given 

me. I am still a baby in this new 
life, but I’m learning. 

Now that I have the Lord 
Jesus Christ as head of my life I 
have received many blessings. I 
am filled with peace, hope, and 
love. I am only human, and I 
still have my moments, but I ask 
Jesus to forgive those moments, 
and I move on, doing my best 
to please God. With Jesus as my 
Savior I will prevail and receive 
the blessings He promises me.

Lord Jesus, I ask You to let Your 
will be done in my life, that I may 
labor on for You. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

I am still a baby in this new life, but I’m learning.
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As the day turns into night
And winter turns to spring,

That's the time to ask the Lord
To be your everything.

As the hands of the clock
Move with such precision,

The time is now for all the world
To make the right decision.

As the tears run down your face,
And pain is felt within,

That's the time to thank the Lord,
Who died for every sin.

As the rain falls from the clouds,
And flowers begin to bloom,

That's when all the world will know
We'll see His splendor soon.

As the mountains sit up high,
And valleys are down low,

Jesus knows just where you are
No matter where you go.

As northern trees and autumn leaves
Are beauty to the eye,
Nothing can compare

To what we'll all see in the sky.

And as the sound of many waters
From a waterfall,

Every ear will hear
When He makes the final call!

Lionell Jenkins 
Tomoka Correctional Institution, Daytona Beach, FL

The Final CallThe Final Call



“Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself for her.”

Ephesians 5:25

The marriage relationship is 
by far the deepest relation-

ship humans can have. There 
are many deep reasons why God 
made man and wife one flesh, 
but one of those reasons is the 
powerful influence that this 
union has on the children born to 
them. “Why one? He seeks godly 
offspring” (Malachi 2:15). 

The greatest gift you can give 
your children is a happy mar-
riage. Children should grow up 
in the secure atmosphere of par-
ents who love each other deeply. 
In a home where fights break 
out regularly, children have a 
feeling of foreboding lingering 
over them. The stress and strain 
of a divided home undermine 
much of the good parents try to 
do through training.

In previous chapters, I ad-
dressed the wives and the part 
they play in maintaining a happy 
marriage. Now it is the hus-
bands’ turn.

Thus Saith the Lord
“25Husbands, love your wives, 

just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for 
her, 26that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing 

Happy, Radiant Wives
Denny Kenaston

The Pursuit of Godly Seed

Denny Kenaston and his wife, Jackie, 
were delivered by God from the 
drugs, drunkenness, and immoral-
ity of the 1970’s hippie culture. From 
that time until his death in 2012, 
Denny devoted much of his energy 
to igniting a vision for godly homes 
based on Christ-centered, Biblical 
principles. This is a selection from 
his book, The Pursuit of Godly Seed, 
where he shares what he learned dur-
ing many years of serving as pastor 
and raising a godly family.
Used with permission.  
Copyright ©2003 by Denny Kenaston. 
HomeFiresPub.com
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of water by the word, 27that He 
might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, 
but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. 28So husbands 
ought to love their own wives as 
their own bodies; he who loves 
his wife loves himself. 29For no 
one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as the Lord does the church” 
(Ephesians 5:25–29).

As Paul seeks to illustrate the 
beauty of a New Covenant mar-
riage, he turns our attention to 
the relationship of Christ and 
His church. We see the blessed 
result of all Christ’s care for 
the church: a glorious, shining, 
blameless bride. We see a bride-
groom preparing his bride for a 
glorious union that will last for 
all eternity. Hallelujah! Later we 
will look at how Jesus does this, 
but first, let’s consider the bride.

A Radiant Woman
In verses 26 and 27, God 

gives us a beautiful picture of 
the church. There she stands, 
radiant, spotless, and waiting 
for her husband. Just as Christ’s 
wife is to be radiant (glorious), 
the wives of godly men should 
be the same. A glorious church 
is a crown to Jesus Christ, and 
a shining, happy wife provides 

the same crown for a man. The 
radiance of a happy wife comes 
from a deep settled peace and joy 
in the heart that expresses itself 
in the face. Following are some 
of the characteristics of a heart 
that has this kind of radiance.

A heart that produces this 
glow is—

• cleansed “with the washing 
of water by the word.”

• showered with the love of 
a husband, bursting forth 
with joy.

• manifesting the godly 
character of Christ.

• filled with mature wisdom 
and judgment.

• free of major spiritual 
problems.

The greatest gift you 
can give your children 

is a happy marriage.
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• lit with the presence of 
God.

• manifesting a clear 
conscience.

Brothers, this kind of inner 
beauty makes a wife radiant, 
and your own actions have 
much to do with this glow. Its 
silent message cries to a world 
full of hurting marriages: “My 
husband loves me and cares for 
me.” A woman whose husband 
serves her both spiritually and 
physically lives a happy and 
meaningful life. 

Laying Down Our Lives
Ephesians clearly teaches us 

to serve our wives according to 
our Savior’s example. We are to 
love our wives the way Christ 
loves the church. He laid down 
His life for the church, and He 
tenderly guides us along the 
heavenly way, loving and bless-
ing us, sometimes for years, 
until we grow into the glory He 
intends us to live in. Oh, Lord, 
help us husbands, like Jesus, 
to smile on our wives from our 
hearts even when we see needs 
in their lives. 

“Husbands, likewise, dwell 
with them with understanding, 
giving honor to the wife, as to 
the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of 

life, that your prayers may not 
be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7).

In this verse, God shows us 
practical ways we can lay down 
our lives for our wives, as Christ 
did for the church. If you want 
to grasp the full meaning of this 
verse, go back and read 1 Peter 
2:21–25, then read 1 Peter 3:7 
above again.

God is speaking to us hus-
bands about suffering for our 
wives in a redemptive way. As 
I read all these verses together, 
I picture a husband full of 
faith, dwelling patiently with 
his wife. There is no fighting 
or retaliation for failures in 
this home. This verse pictures 
a husband communicating 
with his wife with a patient, 
understanding heart. We need 
to understand enough about 
our wives to discern their 
needs and how to help them. 
“Dwell with them according to 
knowledge.”

God admonishes the hus-
band to honor his wife as the 
“weaker vessel.” This phrase 
does not suggest that a wife 
is less valuable or lacking in 
wisdom. Rather, it encourages 
us to honor our wives, protect-
ing and caring for them as we 
do for sensitive and impor-
tant parts of our body, such 
as our eyes. Our wives are an 
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important part of us, and they 
require special tenderness and 
care. Give your wife honor and 
extra attention, and you will 
be better off for it. If you fail 
to protect your eyes and lose 
them, you will stumble your 
way through the rest of your 
life blind. Likewise, if you lose 
your wife’s heart because of 
your abuse or neglect, you will 
find yourself handicapped. 
“Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treach-
erously with the wife of his 
youth” (Malachi 2:15).

The Lord adds strength and 
balance to the words we have 
already considered by proclaim-
ing husband and wife to be 
equals. We are fellow heirs of 
the grace of life, washed in the 
same blood. We stand together 
in God’s kingdom under the 
same canopy of grace. There 
is no place in God’s kingdom 
for a husband to exercise arro-
gant domination over his wife. 
Rather, I plead for the calm, 
quiet authority that is led by the 
gracious Spirit of God. Remem-
ber, the Holy Spirit is gentle. In 
his relationship with his wife, a 
husband is bound by the many 
gracious principles of brother-
hood in the New Testament.

A husband and wife can be 
a powerful prayer team. Satan 

knows this, and he works to 
create stress in marriages to 
keep couples from praying 
together. God is admonishing 
us husbands about how we 
can eliminate that strain. Lay 
down your life for your wife. 
This is God’s way. The Bible 
says a man is not ready for the 
ministry unless he has already 

had an effective ministry in the 
life of his wife. The ministry of 
encouraging, teaching, cher-
ishing, praying, and discipling 
his wife prepares a man for 
future work in the kingdom 
of God. 

There is no place 
in God’s kingdom  

for a husband 
to exercise arrogant 

domination over 
his wife.
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Loving Your Wife

The Powerful Emotion  
of Love

There is a difference between 
the acts of love and the emotion 
of love. Ideally, the many acts 
of love should flow out of the 
deep commitment and emo-
tion of love. This kind of love 
is a phenomenon that stretches 
beyond understanding. In Song 
of Solomon 8:7 we read, “Many 
waters cannot quench love, nor 
can the floods drown it. If a man 
would give for love all the wealth 
of his house, it would be utterly 
despised.”

Love is the force that pro-
duces all the rest of what I share 
in this chapter. Christ did not 

die merely out of obedience or 
commitment; His love com-
pelled Him to lay down His life 
and die for us. Genuine love has 
both commitment and emotion. 
We dare not separate these two 
in our relationships with our 
wives. I know of no other thing 
that will cause a wife to glow 
from within like love. The most 
powerful influence you can have 
on your wife is to love her.

Studying Your Wife
This point naturally flows 

from the preceding one. When 
we love our wives, we want to 
understand them in deeper and 
deeper ways. God made the 
woman very different from the 
man, and He has different and 
beautiful intentions for her. She 
is “fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:14). 

When men make foolish 
and negative statements about 
women being impossible to 
understand, they reveal their 
ignorance of God’s purposes 
in creation. Taking time to 
understand and appreciate the 
differences between you and 
your wife can change your mar-
riage for the better. 

Spiritual Leadership
Christ is the initiator of His 

relationship with His bride, and 

The most powerful 
influence you can 
have on your wife  
is to love her.
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we are the responders. He loved 
us first and laid down His life 
to draw us to Himself. This is a 
lovely picture of spiritual leader-
ship. Most Christian wives long 
for a husband who tenderly leads 
the family in the ways of God. 
This initiative brings security to 
the heart of a wife and earns her 
loyalty and respect. On the other 
hand, when men fail to lead in 
their homes, there is unrest and 
insecurity in the home. 

Wise Financial Management
Christ is the provider of all 

His bride needs. In the same 
way, we husbands need to take 
responsibility for providing the 
needs of our homes. I am not 
saying we should be wealthy, but 
we should seek to be financially 
free if possible. A wise manager 
does his best to relieve the pres-
sures of money from the home. 
He is willing to deny himself 
personal pleasures and luxuries 
to make sure his family’s basic 
needs are provided.

If your family finances are out 
of order, you need to be willing 
to take serious measures to bring 
things into balance. Seek out 
good information on Christian 
financial management, and do 
your best to free yourself from 
debts and bring financial peace 
to your home.

Praise and Attention
Christ’s continual care for His 

church is the fuel that keeps the 
fires of love burning in our hearts. 
This works the same in marriage. 
Shower your wife with praise and 
attention. Show her how impor-
tant she is to you. Think about 
the things you appreciate about 
your wife, and let her know how 
you feel. Write her a note, send 
her a card, or think of some other 
creative way to say “I love you.” 
Think about what you would 
miss if your wife died, then thank 
her for what she means to you.

Quality Time
An intimate relationship is 

the key to a happy marriage—
and I mean much more than a 
physical relationship. As hus-
bands and wives, we need time 
to focus on deep heart-to-heart 
sharing. Be creative about find-
ing times to do this. My wife 
and I have a date every Tuesday 
to spend sweet time together. 
We may sit in a restaurant and 
talk for two hours or walk hand-
in-hand in the park. We dream 
together, laugh about things the 
children said, or make plans. 
Intimacy with Christ takes time, 
and it is the same with our wives. 
If you really want to know your 
wife, make as much time as you 
can for intimate sharing.
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Working the “Honey Do” List
At our house, we have a 

“Honey Do” list of things my 
wife would like me to fix. This 
list is not a small issue in your 
marriage. Neglect of things like 
dripping faucets and squeaky 
doors sends your wife a silent 
message: “I don’t care what 
bothers you.” We can undo 
many sweet words by allowing a 
faucet to keep dripping for days 
and weeks and months. To keep 
our homes orderly, our wives 
need our help. Do these little 
tasks promptly.

Protection
When Christ is with us, all 

is well, and we have nothing to 
fear. Our wives should feel the 
same way about us. We need to 
stand by our wives and protect 
them from the dangers and pres-
sures they face. Sometimes our 
wives have secret fears. An alert 

husband can sense when his wife 
is troubled, draw the fear out of 
her heart, and help her deal with 
it, whether through prayer or by 
changing the circumstances that 
are causing the anxiety. 

Your wife needs you to be a 
good listener. Learn to ask con-
cerned questions that draw her 
concerns out of her heart, and 
then just listen as she shares. If 
a solution is needed, act on it 
and correct the issues that are 
causing her trouble whenever 
possible.

Good Manners
The Bible uses the word 

“courteous” to define good man-
ners. Manners vary in different 
cultures, but all cultures have 
manners. We men know what 
good manners are, and most 
of us used them well when we 
were courting. We bathed and 
brushed our teeth. We spoke 
kindly and gently. We said “ex-
cuse me” and “thank you.” Good 
manners say “You are important, 
and I care for you.” Rudeness 
and bad manners do not make 
us more manly. As husbands, we 
need to cultivate courtesy and 
good manners.

Personal Discipline
A Spirit-controlled Christian 

is disciplined. It is much easier 

Your wife needs you  
to be a good listener.
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When you fail, sincerely tell your wife you were 
wrong and humbly ask her to forgive you.

for a wife to trust her husband’s 
leadership if she sees him liv-
ing a consistent, ordered life. A 
key personal discipline is daily 
personal quiet time with God, 
praying and reading the Bible. 
Overcome your bad habits by 
the grace and power of God. Ask 
your wife which of your habits 
bother her, and then change 
them. This kind of life reveals 
a man who is in control of his 
own spirit.

Humility
In marriage counseling, I 

often hear a statement from 
wives that serves as a tragic com-
mentary on Christian manhood: 
“My husband never says, ‘I’m 
sorry.’” Our wives live with us. 
They know we make many mis-
takes. How wrong it is to refuse 
to admit our errors before our 
wives. Your integrity is at stake 
here, and this one failure can 
undo many other good things 
you might do. When you fail, 
sincerely tell your wife you were 
wrong and humbly ask her to 
forgive you. You may think tak-
ing this “low road” of humility 
will reduce her respect for you, 

but in real life you will find the 
opposite is true.

Making Changes Together
Many men damage the spirit 

of their marriage by making ma-
jor decisions alone. I have seen 
many homes derailed this way 
by husbands who thought they 
were “exercising leadership.” 

It won’t work to walk into the 
house after work one day and 
say, “God told me to quit my 
job.” You must share major de-
cisions with your wife ahead of 
time, seek her counsel, and make 
sure she is at peace with the 
plan of action. Your wife knows 
you as no one else does, and 
her counsel is one of the most 
valuable helps you can have in 
making serious decisions. 

When a man refuses to seek 
his wife’s counsel, he sends her 
a silent message that says, “Your 
opinion is not important.” God 
gave women discernment to 
help their husbands with these 
things, and when men make im-
pulsive decisions on their own, 
it is like shooting themselves in 
the foot. Make sure your wife is 
involved in major decisions.
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Avoiding Comparisons
When a husband compares 

his wife with another woman, 
it has a devastating effect on 
his marriage. Many a husband 
makes this foolish mistake, 
especially when they are try-
ing to correct something about 
their wife. To complain about 
the messy house, then mention 
another woman’s better house-
keeping, causes a sharp wound 
in the heart of your wife. It tells 
her you are not happy with her, 
and that you are thinking about 
another woman. You need to 
be a one-woman man, and your 
wife needs to know it.

Affirming Her Ministry
Praise God for Christian 

women who are committed to 
being wives and mothers. In to-
day’s world, women who choose 
this way of life are bombarded 
with scorn and negativity about 
their sacrifices. We need to af-
firm our wives in their calling 
and inspire them to give their 
best by praising the work they 
do. It is a grave mistake to take 
your wife’s sacrifices for granted.

A Listening Ear
Our wives will fail sometimes, 

and we need to give them the 
freedom to fail and learn. Much 
learning comes through failure. 

When your wife has failed, she 
needs a good listener and some 
comfort. Try it and see how she 
responds. When she shares a 
failing with you, sympathize 
with her and give a listening ear. 
She already knows a failure has 
taken place. Just listen.

Sanctified Discipleship
As I look over the list of prac-

tical ways to love our wives, it 
seems they all flow to this one. 
All these varied acts of love and 
concern open the way for a hus-
band to help mold his wife into a 
true disciple of Christ. It can be 
devastating to a wife if her hus-
band tries to exercise this type of 
ministry without the elements 
of loving care in place. However, 
if the care is there, a husband can 
be a tremendous help to his wife 
in her spiritual growth.

Unconditional Acceptance
In Christ, we are “accepted 

in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). 
This is a tremendous motivation 
for growth and sanctification. 
This principle works the same 
way in marriage. Your work 
to lead your wife in Christian 
discipleship works well only in 
an atmosphere of love and ac-
ceptance. When we accept our 
wives just the way they are, we 
lay the foundation stones for 
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their Christian growth. It is hard 
to be an effective influence in 
your wife’s life if she senses that 
you don’t like her the way she is.

Take Care of Your Glory
As a husband, you may be 

thinking, “What a long list of 
things to do!” I encourage you 
to take another attitude about 
what you have read: remember 
that if you care for your wife 
like this, you are polishing your 
own crown.

“For a man… is the im-
age and glory of God; but 
woman is the glory of man.”  
(1 Corinthians 11:7, 15).

Brother, take care of your 
wife; she is your glory. Your care 
for her will bring brightness and 

splendor back to you. As your 
wife glows, you shine too. What 
more could you ask than that?

When you neglect your wife, 
her glow begins to dim. The 
character of Christ in her tends 
to fade, and her heart may get 
cloudy. Your wife may have a 
deep spiritual need which God 
expects you to meet. Don’t wait 
for the preacher to do your job; 
you need to be spiritual yourself. 
God’s ministry to her will flow 
through you if you let it.

If we men could grasp this 
revelation, it would change our 
marriages forever. If your wife 
is not radiant, glowing with 
love and care, you are missing 
your crown. Furthermore, one 
of God’s eternal pictures is dis-
torted, and the world is missing 
one of the clearest expressions of 
Christ on the earth. Take care of 
your glory. 

When we accept  
our wives just the way 
they are, we lay the 
foundation stones for 
their Christian growth.
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Answer key to Faith crossword puzzle 
on page 27.
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In a small town somewhere in 
Eastern Europe lived a nice 

man with a nasty problem: he 
talked too much about other 
people. He could not help him-
self. Whenever he heard a story 
about somebody he knew, and 
sometimes about somebody he 
did not know, he just had to tell 
it to his friends. Since he was in 
business, he heard quite a lot of 
rumors and stories. He loved 
the attention he got, and was 
delighted when they laughed at 
his stories, which he sometimes 
embellished with little details he 
invented to make them funnier 
and juicier. Other than that, 
he was really a pleasant, good-
hearted man.

He knew it was wrong, but 
it was too tempting; and in any 
case, most of what he told had 
really happened, hadn’t it? Many 

of his stories were just innocent 
and entertaining, weren’t they? 

One day he found out some-
thing really weird (but true) 
about another businessman in 
town. Of course, he felt com-
pelled to share what he knew 
with his colleagues, who told it 
to their friends, who told it to 
people they knew, who told it 
to their wives, who spoke with 
their friends and their neigh-
bors. It went around town, till 
the unhappy businessman who 
was the main character in the 
story heard it. He ran to the 
rabbi of the town, and wailed 
and complained that he was ru-
ined! Nobody would like to deal 
with him after this. His good 
name and his reputation were 
gone with the wind.

Now this rabbi knew his cus-
tomers, so to speak, and he 
decided to summon the man who 
loved to tell stories. If he was not 
the one who started them, he 
might at least know who did. 

When the nice man with the 
nasty problem heard from the 
rabbi how devastated his col-

       A Pillow Full

of Feathers
Shoshannah Brombacher

He loved the attention, 
and was delighted  
when people laughed  
at his stories.
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league was, he felt truly sorry. 
He honestly had not considered 
it such a big deal to tell this story, 
because it was true; the rabbi 
could check it out if he wanted. 
The rabbi sighed.

“True, not true, that really 
makes no difference! You just 
cannot tell stories about people. 
This is all lashon hara, slander, 
and it’s like murder—you kill 
a person’s reputation.” He said 
a lot more, and the man who 
started the rumor now felt really 
bad and sorry. “What can I do to 
make it undone?” he sobbed. “I 
will do anything you say!”

The rabbi looked at him. “Do 
you have any feather pillows in 
your house?”

“Rabbi, I am not poor; I have a 
whole bunch of them. But what 
do you want me to do, sell them?”

“No, just bring me one.”
The man was mystified, but 

he returned a bit later to the 
rabbi’s study with a nice fluffy 
pillow under his arm. The rabbi 
opened the window and handed 
him a knife. “Cut it open!”

“But Rabbi, here in your 
study? It will make a mess!”

“Do as I say!”
And the man cut the pillow. A 

cloud of feathers came out. They 
landed on the chairs and on the 
bookcase, on the clock, on the cat 
which jumped after them. They 

floated over the table and into the 
teacups, on the rabbi and on the 
man with the knife, and a lot of 
them flew out of the window in a 
big swirling, whirling trail. 

The rabbi waited ten minutes. 
Then he ordered the man: “Now 
bring me back all the feathers, 
and stuff them back in your pil-
low. All of them, mind you. Not 
one may be missing!”

The man stared at the rabbi 
in disbelief. “That is impossible, 
Rabbi. The ones here in the 
room I might get, most of them; 
but the ones that flew out of the 
window are gone. Rabbi, I can’t 
do that, you know it!”

“Yes,” said the rabbi, nodding 
gravely, “that is how it is: once a 
rumor, a gossipy story, a ‘secret,’ 
leaves your mouth, you do not 

“Once a rumor,  
a gossipy story, a ‘secret,’ 

leaves your mouth,  
you never know  

where it will end up.”
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Send Your Work to Loaves & Fishes!
Do you have a testimony, poem, or other inspirational writing to 

share with the rest of our readers? To improve your chances of be-
ing published in Loaves & Fishes, please keep the following in mind:

• If your poetry uses rhyme and rhythm, the rhyme and rhythm 
should be consistent throughout the poem.

• The message of the writing should be clear and focused, not 
rambling from subject to subject.

• The writing should be consistent with the truth of the Bible.

• If you write your Christian testimony, it should not focus on 
your sinful past or your attempts at self-improvement, but 
on God’s redemptive work in your life.

We receive far more submissions than we can use. Thoughtful 
attention to these guidelines will increase your chances of having 
your work published.

Important: We cannot return your material.  
Make a copy before you send it.

know where it will end up. It 
flies on the wings of the wind, 
and you can never get it back!”

He ordered the man to deeply 
apologize to the person about 
whom he had spread the rumor. 
That was difficult and painful, 
but it was the least he could do. 
He ordered him to apologize to 
the people to whom he had told 
the story, making them accom-
plices in the nasty lashon hara 
(slander) game, and he ordered 

him to diligently study the laws 
concerning lashon hara every day 
for a year, and then come back 
to him. 

That is what the man did. 
And not only did he study about 
lashon hara, he talked about the 
importance of guarding your 
tongue to all his friends and 
colleagues. And in the end he be-
came a nice man who overcame 
a nasty problem. 
©Chabad.org. Taken from bit.ly/1aBqn5E.
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Glen M Taylor 
Western Correctional Institution, Cumberland, MD

So, friend, when talking to this man
Whom God has whipped so bad,
Remember if you run from Him,

You’ll have a life so sad.

Cause when He comes to claim you back
And bring you to the fold, 

YYou’ll not come back without some scars
And awful stories told—

Told about your run from Him,
And all the tears you shed;
Told about the many times

You should have turned up dead.

But now I’m back to say to you
I’I’ve surrendered all my might;
And now I claim the promises
I’ve missed throughout my life!

My Lord, I know you love me 
And chasten me betimes.
I turned my back and ran from you;
I must have lost my mind.

I’m sure you watched and shook your head
As I closed the door.
I did liI did like Peter many times;
My God I did ignore.

Ignored my sin, ignored my shame,
And tried to disappear
From the God I once did claim,
But Who was also near.

I closed your book without a look;
YYour love I did not see,
So blinded by the hellish pride
And selfishness in me.
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